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Italian pilgrim killed in 
Old City grenade attack 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

An Italian pilgrim was killed 
and 28 qthers wounded Saturday 
night when a hand-grenade was 
thrown into a group of worship- 
pers returning from Mass in 
Jerusalem’s Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

The attack occurred, just' after 
nightfall, on one of the dimly-lit, 
narrow, cobbled streets in the 
Christian Quarter of the Old City 
near the New Gate. A group of 47 
pilgrims from Milan had stopped to 
look into the small souvenir shops 
lining the steep, winding route, on 
their way back to the Strand Hotel 
in the Sheikh Jarrah Quarter. 

Store-owner, 23-year-old Alfred 
Ra‘ad told The Jerusalem Post: "l 
was serving some of the Italian 
tourists when there was a horrible 
explosion, with a metallic sound. All 
the building shook. The people out- 
side started screaming. There was 
Mood everywhere in the street, it 
even flowed into the shop.” 

According to one eye-wilrtess 
report, the hand-grenade was 
thrown by two men apparently in 
their twenties, who then ran away 
»nto the surrounding labyrinth of 
narrow streets. According to 
another version, the grenade, which 
was wrapped in paper, was thrown 
from the roof of a nearby building. 
Police said later that no arrests had 
been made, although the area was 
quickly cordoned off. 

The wounded were given first-aid 


The strategy deal with Israel 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - The Reagan 
administration has warned that its 
recent willingness to strengthen 
U.S.-lsraeti strategic and military 
cooperation will be jeopardized if 
Congress vetoes the proposed $8.5 
billion sale of AWACS surveillance 
aircraft to Saudi Arabia. 

Israeli officials travelling with 
Prime Minister Mennchcm Begin 
reacted very negatively to the warn- 
ing, issued on Friday at a press 
briefing by a senior Pentagon of- 
ficial following the premier’s sum- 
mit meetings with President 
Reagun. 

Begin and Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig earlier had main- 
tained there was no direct linkage 
between the two matters. 

Bui that does not now appear to 
be the case, according to well- 
placed U.S. and Israeli officials. 
“All bets arc off if the AWACS are 
defeated." one U.S. official com- 
mented. 

The two-dny Begin-Rcagan sum- 
mit last week was described by Haig 
as "exceptional!) successful." 
One of the mam outcomes of the 


talks was an agreement on military 
cooperation, but Lhe details have 
still to be worked out. 

Meanwhile the administration ap- 
pears increasingly concerned that 
its AWACS package may be 
defeated on Capitol Hill. Under 
U.S. law, the pockngc will be vetoed 
if both Houses pass resolutions of 
disapproval by October 30. 

Israeli officials, while strongly op- 
posed to the AWACS suit:, have 
been pleased by the administra- 
tion's willingness to step up 
strulcgic collaboration with Israel. 

Begin, meeting with reporters at 
Blair House on Friday just before 
flying to New York City, made it 
clear that Israel is anxious to go 
much further than Washington in 
expanding this relationship. 

Haig, at a news conference on 
Friday, had said there were 
"political and practical" limitations 
at the current time, explaining that 
the initial U.S. proposals included 
only such low-level mailers as the 
pre -positioning of hospital equip- 
ni in -jvi'*!. joint naval 
maneuvers in the Mediterranean 
and contingency planning for 
emergencies in the region. 

Begin, however, presented a 


much more ambitious Israeli con- 
cept for strategic cooperation, 
citing as examples an Israeli wil- 
lingness to offer the U.S.: 

• Access to the two new air bases 
in the Negev, including a readiness 
to build an additional nmxvay for 
strictly American use. 

• Use of port facilities at Haifa 
ami Aslidod for docking, repairs 
and recreation. 

• Pre-positioning of large 
amounts of American weapon r\ . in- 
cluding tanks for emergency use h 
the U.S. Rapid Deployment Force 

• An air-cover umbrella by the 
Israeli Air Force far into the eastern 
Mediterranean to protect U.S. tran- 
sport airlifts if needed. 

Earlier in the day. Secretary of 
Defence Caspar Weinberger met 
for two hours with Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon at the Pen- 
tagon to discuss various proposals 
for strategic cooperation. 

Later, they issued a communique 
(hat said, in pan. that "it was con- 
cluded that joint Department of 
Defence and Ministry of Defence 
groups should meet to discuss 
strategic problems of common con- 
cern and to present recomnicnda- 
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Now that the banquet’s over... 


on the spot and taken by 10 am- 
bulances to Shaare Zedek and the 
two Hadassah hospitals. One of the 
group, a 70-year-old man, later died 
of his wounds. His name was not 
released for publication. Another 
six persons underwent surgery, two 
for serious head injuries. 

The group of tourists were on a 
five-day pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
which started last Thursday. They 
were visited in hospital by the heads 
of the Roman Catholic church in 
Jerusalem. 

The incident was the second 
fatal terrorist attack on Euro- 

INSIDE 
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pean tourists in the Old City over 
the last month. On August 23» a 
German tourist died after being 
shot in the head on the Via 
Dolorosa. 

Tourism Minister Avraham 
Sharir expressed his shock at the at- 
tack, and said that he would request 
a special budget for patrols to 
enhance the security of tourists. 
Sharir visited some of the wounded 
in hospital. 

The National Insurance Institute 
announced that it would pay for the 
medical and hospitalization ex- 
penses, and disability compensation 
where necessary, of the wounded, 
and that it would pay for the burial 
expenses of the man killed. 


Both Prime Minister Begin and 
President Reagan, two astute politi- 
cians, came out of last week's talks 
with much of what they wanted — a 
positive atmosphere of friendly 
U.S.-Israeli ties. 

With hindsight, it should have 
been clear that Begin was not about 
to travel 6,000 miles to Washington, 
only to have to return to Israel with 
a defeat. Reagan, too, had no in- 
terest in stressing the negative. 

It was in the political interest of 
each of them to stress the good, and 
that’s exactly what they did during 
their public comments. Politicians 
will be politicians. 

Astute diplomatic observers here 
made the point that the president 
and the prime minister, from the 
start, were anxious to paper over 
their differences. This in itself was 
significant. 

At the White House dinner 
given for Premier Begin this 
reporter had a chance to chat infor- 
mally with all of the top administra- 
tion officials, including the presi- 
dent himself, Secretary of 'Defence 
Caspar Weinberger, Secretary of 
Stale Alexander Haig, special Mid- 
dle East envoy Philip Habib, U.S. 
Ambassador to Israel Samuel' 
Lewis, and Assistant Secretary ofi 
State for Near Eastern and South. 
Asian AfTairs Nicholas Veliotes.: 
Each expressed delight at the- 
course of the Begin visit. “Ex- ; 
cellent, said White House Coun-i 
sellor Meese. “Really excellent, 
much better than we had 
anticipated." 

IT WAS APPARENT that the lop 
U.S. leadership had made a con- 


Correspondent Wolf Blitzer looks 
behind same of the official 
comments on last week's Reagan- 
Beein summit. 


ccrted decision — at least for the 
time being — to try to influence 
Begin with the carrot ralheT than 
the stick. The premier and his 
delegation were wined and dined 
graciously. The compliments were 
fulsome. 

Reagan, during his carefully- 
prepared toast, said that the world 
was fortunate to have two leaders in 
Israel and Egypt at the current time 
“uniquely capable" of making 
peace and taking “the great deci- 
sions required." 

Begin, speaking as usual without 
notes, was effusive in his praise far 
Reagan, whom he had met per- 
sonally for the first time only earlier 
that day. 

“Today we achieved much In 
Washington,” he declared. “This is 
thanks to your wisdom and the 
warmth of your heart’.’’ He called 
the president “a wonderful man 
whojn we respect and loved from 
the first day we met him — a great 
devoted friend of the Jewish people, 
Israel and the freedom-loving peo- 
ple of the world.’ 1 
THE WARMTH of the occasion 
and the upbeat remarks coming from 


(he U.S. and Israeli delegations 
were probably most welcomed by 
several of the top Republican 
Jewish leaders and other strong sup- 
porters of Israel invited to the din- 
ner. They had invested much of 
their time and energy in getting 
Reagan elected in the first place. 

In recent months, especially 
because of the AWACS sale, they 
have been criticized in lhe Jewish 
community for perhaps having gone 
too far in promising that a Reagan 
administration would take a dif- 
ferent attitude towards Israel from 
Carter's. 

After the U.S. vote against Israel 
in the UN Security Council and the 
10- week suspension of aircraft 
'deliveries, there was a real sense of 
despair among many of these pro- 
Israel activists. Several of them had 
parted company with the president 
on the A WACS deal. 

Some 38 lop Republican Jewish 
leaders signed a letter only a few 
days earlier opposing the sale. Max 
Fisher of Detroit, Jacques Torc- 
zyner of New York and Gordon 
Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, all of 
whoin were signatories, were at 
the dinner. So were Republican 
Senator Rudy Boschwilz of Min- 
nesota and Republican Congress- 
man Jack Kemp of New York — 

(Coailnutd on Page 2| . 
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Israel seeks higher U.S. grants 


THE STRATEGY DEAL 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

The sum total of the loans — in- 
terest and principal, that Israel will 
pay back this year will reach $3.2 
billion. It was S2.64b. in 1980, and 
both sums are higher than the aid 
Israel has received during these 
years from the U.S. 

This is the gist of the reasoning 
behind Israel's current aid request 
to the U.S., to increase the propor- 
tion of grants as opposed to loans in 
the package, The Jerusalem Past has 
learned. 

The aid formally approved by the 
U.S. for 1981 was S2.2b. and for 
1980 $2. 14b. In actual fact, Israel 
received about $2.8b. in 1980 ($ 1.45b. 
of this in the form of grants), and it 
is unknown yet what the de facto 
amount received for 1981 was. 

The following are details of 
Israel's new aid request: Israel is 
asking for SI. 9b. in military aid, but 
unlike previous years, in which most 


of the military aid was in loan form 
(S900 million in loans and SSOOm. in 
grants in 1981), this year Israel is 
asking that half of the aid be in 
gram form. 

The economic assistance Israel is 
asking for comes to SI. lb., which, 
as in former years, is all in grant 
form. 

brad promlsM In the document 
spelling out ks aid requests that as of 
1985 the aid asked for will be lowered 
by at least SSOOm. This will be made 
possible, It is claimed, because 
Israel's balance of payments will con- 
tinue to Improve In KitaKwey, and' 
perhaps even nominal, term, due to 
growth in export. This year, for ex- 
ample, Israeli exports ere expected to 
grow, la real-money terms, by 10 to 
12 per cent. 

But, despite this predicted 
improvement in the balance of pay- 
ments, Israel's economic deficit 
will rise from S2.1b. in 1980 to 
S2.2b. in 1981. Because of the im- 
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both leading opponents of the 
AWACS sale. 

But with Begin and the Israeli 
delegation now making all sorts of 
glowing statements about Reagan 
— despite the AWA CS sale — these 
Jewish leaders and pro-Israel law- 
makers could be expected to feel a 
bit more comfortable. Few Israeli 
backers here want to be “holier 
than the pope." 

At the same time, veteran 
diplomatic observers here sensed 
that it wafr.inU9h.tpQ early, to .make 


any flat predictions about the future 
course of IF.S.-Israeli relations. The 
progress in promoting the strategic 
partnership was, of course, 
welcome, how much flesh is put on 
the bone still remains to be seen. 

Nor can all the glitter disguise the 
fact that Washington and Jerusalem 
still disagree on a whole set of issues 
involving the Palestinian autonomy 
negotiations and Lebanon. These 
disagreements will spill over at 
some point in the future. When they 
do, will the Reagan administration 
continue to use the carrot in trying 
to.influence. Israeli decisions? 


Congressmen get anti-Begin article 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — As part of its 
Saudi AWACS lobbying campaign, 
the White House has sent every 
member of the U.S. Senate Bnd 
House of Representatives the re- 
cent Time magazine editorial at- 
tacking Prime Minister Mcnachem 
Begin and the Israeli government. 

Max Friedersdorf, President 
Ronald Reagan's top congressional 
liaison in the White Ho.use, also in- 
■cludedL.in a package two other arti- 
cles supporting Hie 18.5 billion Bale 


of AWACS radar aircraft and other 
advanced weaponry to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The While House inclusion of the 
Time magazine article, which Israeli 
officials and other pro-Israel sup- 
porters regarded as "viciously anti- 
Israel,” has aroused pro-Israel lob- 
byists on Capitol Hill. 

The article charged that Israel 
“is well on its way to becoming not 
just a dubious asset but an outright 
liability' t to' American security in- 
terests." '• . '. . •' 5 


Hebrew press comment on the summit 

Davor (Hisiadrut) sees mixed bless- and embarrass them. Israeli 
ings in the results of the Begin- freedom of action will of necessity 
Reagan summit: ''Israel bad better be curtailed. If not, senior Reagan 
understand that alliances are usual- administration officials will find 
ly based on the assumption that the themselves held responsible for 
parties are not planning moves Israeli actions in which they have no 
which will surprise their partners interest. 
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port oi military equipment, the 
military deficit will rise from SI .7b. 
last year to S2.Sb. this year; and the 
total deficit will grow from $3.8b. to 
$4.7 b. 

In a press conference last week, 
Finance Minister , Yoram Aridor 
said that as of 1983, the conditions 
necessary for growth in export will 
begin to be felt, and Israel's deficit 
will start dropping. For this reason, 
it is said in the aid request, special 
aid is needed at present to get Israel 
over the hump, but the forecast is 
bright. .- 

The aid request for the year 
starting October 1981 was delivered 
by Aridor to U.S. Charge d'Aftaires 
William Brown, and in the U.S., to 
the administration. 

The document includes descrip- 
tions of the government moves to 
improve the economic situation 
here, including the latest cancella- 
tion of fuel subsidies. 



Chancellor Krelsky 

Kreisky accused of 
! ‘inciting* terror 

Acting Foreign Minister Moshe 
NUsim accused Austrian Chancel- 
lor Bruno Kreisky of “inciting the 
Palestinians to carry out acts of ter- 
ror against Israel.” 

His remarks were made in reac- 
tion to an interview to appear in this 
week's Nouvelle Observateur, in 
which Kreisky says that Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin has 
“primitive imperialist instincts,” 
and compares what is taking place 
in Israel to the process that gave rise 
to Nazism in Germany. 

The Austrian chancellor says that 
despite feelings of sympathy 
towards Israel that European 1 
leaden have, they think a stalemate 
on the Palestinian issue seriously 
endangers the situation in Europe. 

“What has happened to the Jews 
in Israel, resembles the process that 
took place in Nazi Germany. The 
Germans too, were spiritual and 
romantic before they discovered the 
powers of weaponry. They also 
thought themselves to be the chosen 
people. It all ended tragically. The 
Jews are going through the same 
process. There was a time when 
they were described as cowards, In- 
capable of defending themselves. 
Now, when they have a state of their 
own, they have proved themselves 
to be courageous and capable of 
defending themselves, but they wish 
to go further. This is bound to end 
In catastrophe.” 
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lions for spheres of cooperation to 
help deter Soviet aggression against 
the whole Mideast region.” 

The joint meetings will be held in 
November and December, ac- 
cording to the Pentagon. Israeli oi- 
ficials said that Weinberger anJ 
Sharon will participate in some of 
the discussions, either here or in 
Israel. 

It was also agreed on Friday, ac- 
cording to U.S. and Israeli officials, 
that the Pentagon will dispatch on 
September 20 a team of experts to 
Israel to make arrangements for the 
purchase of $200 million worth of 
Israeli-made military equipment for 
the U.S. Army. 

The Pentagon mission, headed by 
Gerald Sullivan, a Middle Easi 
specialist in the Defence Depart- 
ment's research and engineering of- 
fice, had been scheduled to go to 
Israel in early August. That trip was 
postponed because of the then- 
suspension in F-16 deliveries to 
Israel. 

It is also reported here that the 
administration is holding out the 
prospect of letting Israel spend 
another $200-300m. in U.S. military 
credits for equipment manufactured 
in Israel. Currently, nearly all of the 
$1.4b. in annual U.S. military as- 
sistance for Israel goes for the 
purchase of strictly U.S. -made 
weapons. 

A Pentagon source said the U.S. 
is prepared, in addition, to send air- 
craft and other weapons, possibly 
from U.S. forces in Europe and the 
Mediterranean, to Israel for 
maintenance* and repair — another 
source of income for Israel. 

All of these incentives are 
designed to reassure Israel about 
Washington's positive intentions, 
according to U.S. officials who also 
hope that Israel will ease its opposi- 
tion to the AWACS sale. 

U.S. and Israeli officials have 
agreed to put everything on the new 
strategic cooperation Into writing 
before the end of the year. 

In explaining the linkage between 
the strategic issues and the AWACS 
sale, the senior Pentagon official 
said the administration had a larger 
plan for Middle East security that 
included the operation of the 
AWACS and other cooperation 
between the U.S. and Saudi air 
forces. • 

He noted that if that plan should 
be disrupted, the U.S. would have 
to re-examine all of its other 
strategic concepts for the region, In- 
cluding the heightened cooperation 
with Israel. This was seen aB a .clear 
threat to the Israeli government to 
ease its opposition to the AWACS 
sale. 

Some of Begin's advisers are urg- 
ing him to take a low-key approach 
on the AWACS issue so as not to an- 
tagonize Reagan and jeopardize the 
new ties with Washington. Others, 
believing that the AWACS sale 
represents a great danger, want to 
fight it, irrespective of the conse- 
quences. 

Begin, so far, appears to be taking 
a middle course — stating his strong 
opposition, but only in response to 
questions. 

Before leaving for New York, 
Begin met with Haig for a worki ng 

the weather 



Prime Minister Menachem Beglo 
and President Ronald Resgu 
chat quietly as they walk together 
In the White House gardens, 

breakfast on the Palestinian 
autonomy negotiations. Those (alb 
are scheduled to resume in Cairo on 
September 23-24. 

At the breakfast meeting, 
Defence Minister Sharon presented 
his case for increased settlement ac- 
tivity on the West Bank. With the 
use of detailed maps, he said the set- 
tlements were absolutely vital to 
Israeli security, 

But Haig and other U.S. officials 
were not convinced. They believe 
that the settlements are a stumbling 
block in the way of progresion the 
autonomy negotiations. 

Both Sharon and Begin made the 
point that Israeli control of the 
West Bank and Gaza was a matter 
of “life and death” for Israel. 

The Prime minister said Israel ac- 
cepted the concept of “rail 
autonomy” for the Palestinian resi- 
dents of those territories. Asked 
what he meant by "full autonomy. 
Begin replied cryptically: 
"Everything but a Haig and 
Weinberger.” That meant that the 
residents would have control over 
everything short of foreign affair* 
and defence. 

At Malaga, in Spain, over tj* 
week, Secretary Haig met vma 
Saudi Crown Prince Fahd and tola 
him that the administration 
pected that Congress would ap- 
prove Ike propose*} sale of » 

aWacs. . 

According to the official account 
of the Haig-Fahd meeting, then 
was no Saudi disapproval of the «■ 
nouncement last week that the U5 
and Israel will cooperate o 101 ' 
closely in military matters. 

'(Etteciil MMt page 31) 
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Shamir visiting Eaiad* 
and. Dominican Republic 

Yitzhak Shamir, who actf>®’ 
panied Prime Minister. Begto 
Washington, is this week vbltidj 
Quito, in Ecuador, and » n 
Dominican Republic. He will 
the .presidents of both ccyntriw- 
members of their parliaments w* 1 
their Jewish communities. 

Israel conducts extend" 
agricultural training programmes i 
both states and trains- agronomy 
and. other^ specialists.- It -also 
wide-ranging commercial ties **,, 
Ecuador. 




The repercussions of Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat's recent 
crackdown on religious and 
political dissidents were felt last 
week in different areas of Egypt- 
Isrnel relations. 

. Chief-of-Staff Rafael Eitan 
denied having said last week at a 
public meeting that if Sadat were no 
longer at the helm in Egypt, the 
peace with Israel .would be en- 
dangered. 

According to Cairo reports, the 
Egyptian Foreign Minister has 
given orders to postpone a planned 
visit to Egypt by Eitan later this 
month and to cancel a. .visit by- 
senior .-Egyptian army officers to 
Israel, because of Eitan's reported 
remarks. 

Eitan issued his denial in reply to 
questions during a meeting of the. 
Knesset's Foreign Affairs and' 
Defence Committee. In a statement 
released by his bureau, the 
Chief-of-Stuff again denied the 
remarks attributed to him. The 
.statement added that Eitan had not 
received an official invitation to 
Egypt and that (he Egyptian army 
officers hud not been due to visit 
Israel. 

Foreign Ministry sources in 
Jerusalem said that no official Egyp- 
tian complaint about Eitan’s 
remarks had been received. 

Egyptian Ambassador Sa'ad Mor- 
tada last week met on Ns own in- 
itiative with Foreign Ministry 
Director-General David Kimche 
and reussured him that, "despite the 
recent events in Egypt,'' all the 
plans related to the peace process 
and normalization would continue. 
’•■••Kimche welcomed the Egyptian 
reassurances and repeated Israel's 
desire to speed up normalization. 

While their meeting took place, 
Israeli and Egyptian transport ex- 


perts and foreign ministry officials 
met in El-Arisli for the 
first of a series of meetings agreed 
on at the recent Alexandria summit 
that are designed to speed up nor- 
malization between the two 
countries. 

Earlier in the week, three semi: 
trailer trucks became the first to 
cross into Egypt since normaliza- 
tion, pnd went all the way to Cairo. 

Formerly, goods had to be 
reloaded onto Egyptian trucks 
waiting at the Neot Sinai crossing 
point for the second leg of the 
journey to Egypt. . ; ; 

The Israeli delegation, headed by 
Transport Ministry director-general 
Arye Grozbord, exchanged draft 
proposals with the Egyptians which 
will be reviewed in detail this week 
during the full meetings of the joint 
transport committee in Jerusalem. 

In addition, a team of almost 50 
Egyptian officials is to arrive this 
week to commence a week of talks 
with their Israeli counterparts 
designed to facilitate arrangements 




Ml 


Chief of Staff Eitan 



in the fields of tourism, trade, com- 
munications and transport between 
the two countries. 

■The talks will be held twice a day 
at the Jerusalem Hilton hotel where 
the Egyptian delegation will be stay- 
ing. 

Israeli officials who are to take 
part in the talks have said that some 
of the proposals to be raised with 
the Egyptians include 8 direct 
telephone link between the two 
countries as well as maintaining the 
radio-telephone link with Ophira 
which is due to be handed over tq 
Egypt next spring. Other topics to . 
be discussed are the establishment 
of offices to promote tourism in 
each country and arrangements 
whereby travellers will be allowed 
to cross without requiring visas. 

In Washington lust week, Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
described Sodnt's crackdown as 
"harsh,” but said it was justified 
given the danger from 
“Khomeinism.” 

Responding to a question at 
his Washington news conference, 
the prime minister went into some 
length to describe the wave ol 
“fanaticism" among Moslem fun- 
damentalists, spreading from Iran to 
other Islamic countries including 
Syria and Egypt. 

Begin insisted the arrests were 
“on internal problem” of Egypt. 
"We can have confidence in Presi- 
dent Sadat,” he said. 

Meanwhile, in Egypt riot police 
swinging bamboo ennes und firing 
tcargns put down two demonstra- 
tions by militant Moslems in Cairo 
os the government news agency an- 
nounced a 99.45 per cent "yes” vote 
in u referendum on Sadat's 
crackdown. TUc news agency said 
that 92 per cent of the electorate 
had participated in the vote. 
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Fears over Lebanese ceasefire 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organization has moved armoured 
personnel carriers and long-range 
artillery into South Lebanon to rein- 
force its positions in anticipation of 
a large-scale Israeli attack, Palesti- 
nian sources reported In Beirut at 
the weekend. 

A UN1FIL source said later that 
from the UNIFIL ' observation 
points in South Lebanon, no PLO 
forces could be seen. 

Another battalion of long-range 
field artillery was sent to the south 
from the Lebanese capita), a few 
weeks ago, the Palestinian sources 
said. They did not give the size of 
either battalion, but Beirut news- 
papers carried front-page 
photographs of the departing ar- 
moured v^hjcles. 

■ PLO. leader YaSser. Arafat, said 
last week that Israel was planning a 
massive offensive in South 
Lebanon. 


Israel has recently accused the 
PLO of violating the six-week-old 
cease-fire in South Lebanon. 

During last week PLO artillery 
opened fire on the Christian enclave 
of South Lebanon, prompting 
militia commander Sa'ad Haddad to 
warn that if such incidents do not 
cease he will consider the cease-fire 
agreed on last July as void. Sources 
close to Haddad said that he intends 
to complain about the cease-fire 
violations at a meeting with 
UNIFIL commander Gen. William 
Callaghan. 

In Israel, meanwhile, Chief of 
Staff Rafael Eitan also complained 
of the cease-fire violations, saying 
that it has been broken J5 times in 
six weeks by gunfire, laying of mines 
. and other acts. "The terrorists con- 
sider the cease-fire to apply only to 
’ Artillery a concept we firmly re-, 
jecl," Eitan told Army Radio, t * 

Eitan added that he believes the 


PLO will resume operations against 
Israel as soon as it completes 
reorganizing its forces. 

In Jerusalem, observers say that 
the relationship between Israel and 
the Christians of central and 
northern Lebanon is expected to be 
maintained at a low profile for the 
foreseeable future, and may even be 
temporarily interrupted. 

Declarations by Christian leaders 
that their community has severed its 
lies with Israel are not necessarily 
the last word, cabinet ministers in 
Jerusalem assume. 

One view in Jerusalem is that the. 
Christian leaders decided to 
relegate Israel to a back seat in 
response to initiatives to solve 
Lebanon’s problems reportedly be- 
ing devisedi by the U.S., Saudi 
Arabia an$ Frari'ce. These in- 
. illatives arei unconnected, it ap-, 
pears, and have not been worje^d* 
out in detail: 


Begin seeing Jewish leaders in New York meetings 


By LEON HADAR 
NEW YORK. — After ending the 
official part of his U.S. visit in 
Washington, Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin arrived here at 
the La Guardta air terminal last 
Friday for three days of meetings 
with Jewish and non-Jewish groups, 
and for media appearances. 

One of the highlights of his stay is 
a City, Hall reception at which New 
York Mayor Ed Koch is to present 
Begin with the city's gold medal 


The prime minister was also 
scheduled to meet with a group of 
more than 150 American-Jewish 
leader "hers of the Conference 

of Pr s of Major Jewish 
Organiziiums, for what was 
described as a "private and closed 
meeting.” 

Begin is also to meet with (he 
leaders oF the National Christian 
Leadership Conference for Israol, a' 
group of moderate non-evangelist 
church groups opposed to the 


Moral Majority movement headed 
by the Rev. Jerry Falwell, with 
whom Begin met on Friday. As part 
of another public relations effort, 
Begin is scheduled to meet 30 
prominent U.S. black leaders. 

Begin is also to appear on NBC 
TV's Meet the Press. In addition, he 
is scheduled to address a Herut 
Hatzohar convention in Manhattan 
and to receive the covenant peace 
award from the Synagogue Council 
of -America. 
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Israel’s first test-tube baby likely next summer 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Jerusalem Poet Reporter 

If all goes well for the scientists, 
Israel may expect its first, home- 
grown test tube baby sometime next 
summer, following the recent “ap- 
proval in principle" of plans submit- 
ted by the Hadassah University 
Hospital and the Sheba Hospital. 

The two hospitals, in a neck-to- 
neck race since late 1980 to achieve 
a First in the field of fertilization out; 
side the womb, have already sub- 
mitted their responses to letters 
from Health Ministry director- 
general Prof. Baruch Modan seek- 
ing further technical details about 
the projects. 

Modan expects the ministry’s 
“committee on medical experi- 
ments on humans" to give the final 
go-ahead to both hospitals “within 
days or weeks." 

“And we are all ready to go," 
both Prof. Yosef Shenker of Hadus- 
Bah and Prof. David Sen - of Sheba, 
who head their respective institu- 
tlpn’s test-tube . baby projects, told 
Tfo. Jerusalem Post . . 

But the projects may spark a major 
national controversy between non- 
religious Israelis, favouring the 
breakthrough and its prospective 
benefits, and religious circles, who 
fear for Its repercussions on Jewish 
family life, morality and a host of 
related spiritual values. 

“Certainly there is bound to be a 
great controversy between various 
religious factions and rabbis in the 
Jewish world,” Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi Goren told The Post. 

Goren said that he himself sees 
“no contradiction between the 
Halacha and the test-tube baby pro- 
jects so Lang as they are conducted 
within the well-defined conditions" 
set out by the ministry's nine-man 
committee on experiments with 


jiuman beings, on which sit doctors, 
scientists, jurists and a rabbi: 

' Goren anticipates that the major 
objections will stem from suspicions 
that the doctors will "play around 
with the ova and sperm." “It is a 
problem of confidence in the doc- 
tors — and jbe possible mistakes 
which rilay occur or 'tricks' which 
may be played while the ova are' 
outside the woman," explained. 
Goren. 

He pointed out that "very few" 
ultra-Orthodox families have agreed 
to artificial insemination treatment 
“despite their usual desire for large 
families." 

The ministry has imposed 16 con- 
ditions on the experiments — 
among which are that impregnation 
will be their sole aim, that they in- 
volve only married couples, that fer- 
tilization of the ova be restricted to 
the sperm of each woman's hus- 
band, and that Lhey involve only 
women who cannot be cured of 
their infertility by other means. 

“We have agreed to the test-tube 
baby projects as they conform to 
the Biblicaiinjunction “P‘ru u'r'vu" 
(“be fruitful and multiply”). We are 
only allowing it in cases of women 
who would otherwise be destined to 
permanent infertility,” said Modan. 

Both Hadassah and Sheba ap- 
proached the ministry for approval 
of the test-tube baby projects in late 
1980, afler internal hospital super- 
visory bodies had consented to the 
idea and after the sensitivity of the 
subject led the ministry to declare 
that it alone had the authority to 
give the go-ahead. , 

The proposals took form after the 
success in 1979 of the first teat-tube 
baby fertilizations in Britain, follow- 
ing a series of unsuccessful experi- 
ments begun in 1973. Today there 
are "about half a dozen" test-tube 
babies growing up in the world and 


at least eight women who are preg- 
nant with them, said Schenker. 

As outlined by Schenker, the test- 
tube baby idea is initially to be seen 
as a solution to infertility among 
women whose fallopian tubes have 
been clogged by damage due usual- 
ly to infection, from abortions, VD 
and the use of inter-uterine con- 
traceptive devices. Up to 25 per 
cent of female infertility cases are of 
this type, he said. 

These women, of whom there are 
hundreds currently being treated by 
Hadassah alone, cannot conceive 
because the tubes must be open for 
fertilization to occur. Hadassah has 
"about 100" women candidates for 
the test-tube project, said Schenkar. 

Until now, surgery has been the 
only recourse to open the tubes, but 
this has proved only 20-30 per cent 
effective, he said. 

Infertility among men — due to 
malfunctioning Bperm or a low 
sperm count — could also be 
remedied by the test-tube technique 
“but this is not included in the 
primary project at the moment," 
said Schenker. 

The technique is expensive and 
requires highly trained doctors and 
specialists and sophisticated equip- 
ment. In Britain, for example, each 
test-tube fertilization experiment 
cost about £3,000 — and the rate of 
success was one In 500 trials. 

The doctors must first determine 
the hour or hour and a half in which 
the woman patient ovulates. The 
husbands must contribute sperm 
which is prepared in a culture 
medium in the lab an hour before 
the woman is taken to the operating 
theatre, where the doctors make a 
small incision in her belly and with 
special equipment "aspirate" (ex- 
tract) the microscopic ovum. This 
takes 20 minutes. The ovum is then 
transferred to the lab, where it is 


fertilized with the husband’s sperm 
within 48 hours. 

If the egg is successfully fer- 
tilized, it is then planted in the 
uterus through the cervix ■*— 
"perhaps the most difficult part of 
the operation,” said Schenker. 

"That is the bottleneck,” said 
Sefr, who added that Australian 
scientists today lay claim to a 5 per 
cent success rate in the “reintroduc- 
tion of the ovum stage" after fer- 
tilization. 

Sheba doctors, according to Serr, 
have already succeeded in doing' 
"everything up to the reintroduc- 
tion into the uterus. We're now 
ready to go.” 

But in the race between the two 
hospitals — which Serr says is “a 
gentlemanly competition and 
natural for scientists" — Hadassah. 
has the advantage of autonomous 
funding. The government Sheba 
hospital has not yet received the ex- 
tra funds necessary for the project 
from the Treasury. “It is a matter of 
priorities. The hospital management 
may well legitimately decide that 
treating kidney patients is more im- 
portant than impregnating a woman 
who would otherwise remain sterile 
for the rest of her life," explains 
Serr. 

Rabbi Goren says that he has 
studied the mechanics of the test- 
tube technique thoroughly. He says 
that if asked — by someone such as 
a minister — to give a halachlc rul- 
ing allowing test-tube babies, he will 
do so "together with Sephardi Chief 
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef.” 

Goren said: “So long as the egg 
comes from mothers who will 
afterwards grow the foetus in their 
womb and the sperm is from the 
woman's husband — there is no 
halachlc problem." 

Goren believes that, as in the case 
of artificial insemination, the father 



Wilt a test-tube baby soon join 
their ranks? 

who gives the sperm which fertilizes 
the egg is according to the halacha 
the child’s natural father. 

But there are rabbis who sec 
impregnation by non-natural 
means, such as test-tubes, as mean- 
ing that the contributor of the 
sperm is not reully the child’s father. 
As the conception is unnatural, 
neither is the mother to be regarded 
as a "normal mother." 


Renowned volunteer worker dies 


WZO office to be run from New York 


TEL AVIV. — Rivka Guber, the 
noted -educator, writer and social 
worker, threw herself to her death 
last Thursday from the roof of the 
home for the aged in Ramat Aviv in 
which she was residing. She was 79. 

Known as "The Mother of the 
Sons" after her two sons fell in the 
War of Liberation, she committed 
suicide on the third anniversary of 
the death of her husband, 
Mordechai. 

"Rivka Guber was a living exam- 
ple of Israel's destiny — a destiny of 
suffering and heroism," President 
Yitzhak Navon said on learning of 
her death. "The guiding motif of her 
life was to give, to radiate, never 
asking a thing for herself." 

Asked about her suicide, the 
president said that she had had the 
habit of quoting the line spoken by 
the cobbler in the famous story by 
Rabbi Nahman of Bratzlav: “So 
long as the candle is burning, one 
can still make repairs." And Navon 
recalled that she had recently told 
him: “I feel the well clogging up." 
Alexander Zvlelit writes: 

RIVKA GUBER was born in Rus- 
sia in 1902 on one of the rare Jewish 
agricultural settlements established 
and promoted by the tsarist regime. 

She and her husband, who was 
nine years older than she, came to 
Eretz Yisracl in 1925, first settling in 
Rehovot, moving to Kfar Bilu, and 
then becoming founders of Kfar 
Warburg. 

In World War H, Rivka, no 
longer a youngster, volunteered for 



t|io Palestinian units of the British 
army. 

In 1955, David Ben-Gurion ap- 
pealed to veteran farmers to settle 
among (he new olim (immigrants) in- 
the new moshavim and settlement 
towns. 4 The Gubers, who had lost 
both their sons, Ephraim and sZvi, 
in the War of Liberation, were the 
first to answer the call. 

They donated their Kfar Warburg 
property and holdings to the Israel 
Defence Forces Fund and moved 
first to the Be’er Tuvla region and 
then to Nehora. where Mordechai 
became the head of the newly es- 
tablished Lachish Regional Coun- 
cil. In 1967, they moved to Kfar 
Ahlm, named after their fallen sons. 

In 1971, they both: entered the 
home for the aged in Ramat Aviv. 

Two years later, at age 80, 
Mordechai began studying at Tel 
Aviv University ./That same year he 
became bedridden as a result of in- 
juries suffered in a car accident. 

TURNING Lachish settlements 
into a thriving reality and setting up 
adequate cultural and educational 


centres required a great deal of per- 
sonal sacrifice and devotion. Rivka 
and Mordechai bulk schools, 
libraries, communal centres, suc- 
ceeding beyond all expectations. 
She was a school principal, teacher, 
librarian and a social worker, advis- 
ing her neighbours on matters small 
and large, all without pay. 

in May 1961, Rivka was named 
Israel's “Mother of the Year." A 
year later, she won the Hayim 
Greenberg prize for her first book, 
El Massuot Lachish ("The Signal 
Fhes of Lachish"), which was 
translated Into a number of 
languages, including English and 
Japanese. In the book, she gives a 
superb description of the effort to 
weld a heterogeneous mixture of 
people, differing from each other in 
language, custom and lifestyle, into 
a. unified national group whose 
members would retain their 
specific communal qualities. 

In 1966 she published Lachish, a 
historical anthology, and in 1972 
Only a Path, a collection of 
portraits. 

In 1976 she received the Israel 
Prize for her work in the absorption 
of ollm. In 1979, Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin took her along in 
the party that went to Washington 
for the signing of the lsrael-Egypt 
peace treaty. 

It was largely due to her unflagg- 
ing efforts that Lachish became 
what President Navon said in a visit 
to the region is “a symbol of what 
Israel can do if it wishes, if it 
believes and if it plans." 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Port Reporter 

The organization department of 
the World Zionist Organization will 
be run by long distance, since 
Kalman Sultanik, the new 
chairman, intends to spend half of 
his time in Jerusalem and half in 
New York. 

Sultanik’s appointment was con- 
firmed last week by the Zionist Ex- 
ecutive, which received a recom- 
mendation from the Confederation 
of United Zionists of which Sultanik 
is a leader. He replaces the late 
Faye Schenk, who came on aiiya 
several years ago In order to head 
the department. A former Israeli, 
Sultanik took the chairmanship 
because the confederation had no 
other available candidate for the 
job. 


Sultanik told WZO officials that 
he is willing to be chairman only un- 
til next year’s 29th Zionist Congress. 
Until then, he plans to live in New 
York half time. 

The organization department Is 
the contact with Zionist organiza- 
tions abroad and supervises elec- 
tions of delegates to Zionist 
Congresses. 

Sultanik has long claimed that he 
Is not an emigrant. He was selected 
in 1946 at the Zionist Congress as a 
concentration camp survivor to 
represent the Confederation of 
United Zionists, which Included 
Hadassah and the Zionist Organiza- 
tion of America. In 1949, when the 
confederation opened an office Id ■ 
Israel, he was sent to head it, He 
later settled in New York. 


Police search Kahane’s headquarters 


Jerusalem police detectives 
last Thursday conducted a 
three-hour search at the head- 
quarters of Rabbi Meir Kahane's 
Kach movement In Rehov Us- 
sishkin. 


search was occasioned by infon 
non that reached the polke to 
effect that "certain elements" r 
certain action" against non-Jev 
targets. He said they were look 
for inflammatory material. 

Kahane was not there during 
search, and the police left a mess 


for him and his assistant, Yosef 
Dayan, to come to Jerusalem divi- 
sion headquarters for interroaatlofl- 
They did not do ’so, and Kahane 
said that they had no Intention of 
reporting to the police. 

He said he thought there was 9 
direct connection between ye* te u r ’ 
day’s search and the speech be 
made Tuesday at a meeting, sayw 
that he had no intention of comply 
ing with the attorney-general i re- 
quest to stop publishing bis 
tremist" views concerning tw 
Arabs, 
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Trans-Samaria road to open this year 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The trans-Samaria road, a major 
new strategic and economic factor 
on the West Bank, will probably be 
open to traffic for its entire length 
by the end of the year, Jewish 
National Fund officials report. 

The 6Q-kilometre-!ong road, 
stretching from Kafr Kasim within 
the former 1967 border to Phasael in 
the Jordan Valley, will make the 
Jordan Valley accessible to speedy 
reinforcement from the country’s 
heartland in the event of war, and make 
the nation’s markets and cultural 
centres easily accessible to residents 
of the Jordan Valley and Samaria in 
time of peace.' 

During a press tour last week, 
Uri Bar-On, a special assistant to 
Defence Minister Ariel Sharon In 



Aviv area from two ot more hours 
to one hour. In addition to permit- 
ting produce from the valley's set- 
tlements to reach markets speedily, 
he said, the road would provide a 
psychological boost to valley resi- 
dents by reducing their sense of 
isolation. u 

Six Israeli segments exist along 
the route. 

Initially planned as a major 
national highway similar in standard 
to the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv highway, 
the trans-Samaria road was scaled 
down considerably in concept , 
because of budgetary limitations, j 

Work- .on the trans-Samaria road 1 
got under way three years ago under 
pressure from former agriculture 
minister Sharon who was one of the 
main promotors of settlement in the 
West Bank. 


Noted aiiya activist charged by Soviets 


Soviet aiiya activist Prof. Alex- 
ander Paritzky has been charged 
with disseminating "anti-Soviet 
propaganda," for which he could 
receive three years’ imprisonment. 

Paritzky, who is among the 
founders of the "Jewish university" 
— thp special science seminars for 


people otherwise prevented from at- 
tending certain advanced classes — 
was arrested without explanation. 

Friends of his in Jerusalem say he 
is now unable to provide for his two 
children and his wife, who is suffer- 
ing from a heart ailment. 


U.S. labour leaders 
here on visit 

A 17-man delegation of U.S. 
labour leaden has arrived here for 
nn eight-day look at Israel's labour 
and industrial scene. 

The visit is being sponsored by 
Israel Bonds. 


TEL AVIV STOCK EXCHANGE 

New bank issues oversold 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
Port Financial Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Last week’s trading 
was marked by the successful debut 
on the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange of 
the Bank Leumi and the Bank 
Hapoalim new financing issues. 
Both underwriting offers were vast- 
ly oversubscribed — Leumi by 18.5 
times and Hapoalim by nearly 22 
times — proving that the market is 
able to absorb major financing is- 
sues without a disruption in trading 
conditions.- 1 .-.' 

’ Investors in the Bank Leumi of- 
fering were - able to point to a 
nominal profit of nearly 27 per cent. 
Investors in the Bank Hapoalim 
package of shares and options were 
not treated as royally, but still 
managed to come up with a nominal 
gain of just under 7 per cent. 

Early last week, the rapid 
devaluation of the Israeli shekel was 
apparently connected to the new is- 
sues of the country’s two largest 
bunks. The banks themselves 
reportedly have been bringing in 
massive sums of dollars from their 
overseas subsidiaries to avoid pay- 
ing liquidity deficit fines to the 


Bank of Israel and to make 
available loan capital to investors in 
these issues. 

The Bank of Israel orchestrated 
last week's hefty devaluation of the 
shekel which was in the order of 5 
per cent. 

The index-linked bond market 
has lost much of the zip it showed at 
the end of August, but it still 
managed to edge up moderately last 
week. 

The share market continued to 
perform in a highly volatile manner 
with prices swinging sharply, and it 
was not unusual for shares to cither 
lose or gain 10 per cent in any given 
session. Trading, which was fairly 
active at the beginning of the week, 
dropped back from the IS 300m. 
level to IS200m. 

The shares of the Israeli com- 
panies which are traded overseas 
continued to perform in line with 
failing prices on Wall Street. They 
receded by small margins in quiet 
trading, but showed some signs of 
rebounding last Thursday wbeh 
Wall Street experienced'a-tedhriicdl* 
rally. 
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Plan for Soviet dropouts shows first results 


r ’ 5/ V.T?-?’ 


By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Reporter 

The proportion of Soviet Jewish 
emigrants who opt for Israel rather 
than other countries has doubled to 
around 30 per cent since the new 
restrictions were imposed on aid to 
would-be immigrants to the U.S. 
three weeks ago. But the exit rate 
from Russia has shrunk in the 
meantime, the Knesset Immigration 
and Absorption Committee was told 
last week by Jewish Agency ex- 
ecutive chairman Arye Dulzin. 
Since the restrictions were imposed, 
only 201 Soviet Jews have arrived in 
Austria. 

The restrictions are part of an ar- 
rangement between the Hebrew Im- 
migrant Aid Society and the agency 
to let HIAS in Vienna assist only 
Soviet Jewish emigrants with first- 
degree relatives in the U.S. 

Two members of the Knesset 
committee, Dov Zakin (Alignment - 
Mapam) and Dror Zeigerman 
(Likud- Liberals) charged that the 
government and the Jewish Agency 
are largely to blame for the stop- 
page in Soviet aliya. Had these 
authorities acted against the drop* 
out" phenomenon' two years ago, 


they would not have given Moscow 
an easy excuse to shut down aliya 
on the grounds that the Jews are go- 
ing to America. As a result, the two 
MKs argued, Jewish activists in the 
Soviet Union and former cam- 
paigners on behalf of Soviet Jews 
from around the world are reluctant 
to fight for aliya as before. 

Zakin, acting chairman of the 
committee, and Zeigerman ap- 
proved the agency’s agreement 
with HIAS. Zakin said that 
without it, very soon not 
a single Soviet Jew would reach 
Israel. He called it inaccurate to 
label the new arrangement "coer- 
cion.” On the contrary, it is an 11th- 
hour attempt to prevent Moscow 
from stopping aiiya entirely. 

Agency officials said that 31 per 
cent of the 201 Jews reaching Vien- 
na since the new arrangement, had 
come lo Israel. Another 41 per cent 
on to the U.S., where they had first- 
degree relatives. The rest refused to 
come to Israel, and because they 
could not travel elsewhere under 
HIAS patronage, they sought help 
from a variety of other refugee 
organizations,' including Christian 
bodies! The officials said the anti- 


Zionist Satmar hassidic group has 
become quite active among Soviet 
Jews in Vienna. 

The arrangement between HIAS 
and the agency contains an element 
of coercion and could be counter- 
productive, according to Prof. 
Moshe Arens, chairman of the 
Knesset Foreign 'Affairs and 
Defence Committee.' 

“I do not believe that any Jew 
from any country should be coerced 
into coming to Israel,” Arens told 
The Jerusalem Post. "A Jew 
who comes to Israel should de- 
cide of his own free will and a Jew 
who stays in Israel should remain of 
his own free will. Aliya policy with 
regard to Jews from the Soviet 
Union or anywhere should be 
founded on a voluntary basis only. 
To restrict access to HIAS to cer- 
tain Jews arriving in Vienna and to 
deny them a special status clas- 
sification will not work, because the 
Soviet emigrants will land in 
America eventually, if they have 
already made up their mind that it’s 
their goal,” Arens said. 

” Israel should not be in the 
business of trying to persuade other 
governments to restrict the in -take 


of Jews,” Arens said, albeit ob- 
jecting to the classification of Soviet 
immigrants to the U.S. as “political 
refugees.” “If they have visas to 
Israel, they are not political 
refugees,” he noted. 

Arens is not convinced that 
Moscow is restricting the flow of 
emigration simply because more 
and more Jews preferred the U.S. to 
Israel — which removed Moscow’s 
rationale for permitting the exit in 
the first place. He pointed out that 
the dropout rate in Vienna was a 
serious phenomenon over two years 
ago when the total emigration 
figures were still considerable. 
“Why did it take the Soviet 
authorities such a long time to 
decide to use the dropout 
phenomenon as an excuse to reduce 
emigration?” he asked. 

At the same time, Arens con- 
ceded, “there is some justice in the 
Jewish Agency’s position, that the 
big dropout rate weakens the cam- 
paign to get more Jews out of the 
Soviet Union.” 

Arens said he is not sure that the 
statistics for the three weeks or so 
since the new HlAS-Agency ar- 
rangement was introduced indicate 






Moshe Arens ~ 
much of a change. 

He favours eliminating all transit 
facilities In Vienna to save money 
and cut red tape. Soviet Jews who 
announce their wish to go to Israel 
should be taken from the train to 
the airport, he urges. Those who 
wish to travel to the U.S, but are 
willing to pass through Israel and 
spend a fortnight or so here, should 
be allowed to do so. Those who do 
not want to set foot in Israel should 
not be hindered in their plans in any 
manner, he believes. 

“We should make whatever 
logistic arrangements are feasible to 
get the maximum number of Soviet 
Jews to see Israel and decide fir 
themselves, but we must realize tit 
coercion will inevitably reduce aliji 
and not increase it,” said Areru. 

“All we can do is combat disia- 
formation and give Soviet Jews t 
true picture. We must make Israel 
more attractive to convince Soviet 
Jews to come, like Jews from aoy 
other country in the world.” 


Government deficit spending Natural gas to Early warning instrument 
is double last year’s rate fuel kibbutz warns of rocket attacks 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
and JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 

The government’s overdraft — 
the difference between its tax 
revenue and expenses — was during 
the past two months double the 
1980 average and was 50 per cent 
high 

ihe-sanwrperiotHost year. This was • 
reported Iasi week by Bank of 
Israel Governor ArnonGafny to the 
bank's advisory council. 

This excessive demand, the 
growth in government expenditures 
and an accompanying increase in 
private consumption — which also 
upsets the balance of payments — 
have stimulated local consumption. 
Gafny said. At the same time, he 
continued, there has been a virtual 
freeze in exports. 

Gafny said that the government’s 
recent measures, such as freezing 
new contracts and cancelling sub- 
sidies, are in the right direction. 
However, it is vital that a com- 
prehensive programme be 
developed both lo fight inflation 
and to improve the balance of pay- 
ments. 

While superficially there has been 
no change in Israel's trade deficit 
(the gap between imports and ex- 
ports) over the first seven. months of 
the year, Gafny said, when such fac- 
tors as the fall in the diamond and 
general stocks and the decline in 
fuel prices are taken into account, 
then the deficit has increased 
significantly. 

The Central Bureau of Statistics 
reported last week that the 
country's exports during the first 
eight months of the year were worth 
S3.473 billion, compared to S3. 431 
billion during the same period last 
year. Industrial exports (not in- 
cluding diamonds) increased by 10 
per cent. According to the Bank of 
Israel, the quantitative growth in ex- 
ports is 23 per cent over the same 
period last year. 

The government, in cooperation 
with banks and manufacturers, will 
soon set up a multi-million dollar 
credit fund to aid the diamond in- 
dustry. The financing will be in ad* 
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d it ion to current subsidies and will 
be made available even if diamond 
manufacturers reduce their existing 
inventories, official sources said 
yesterday. 

While the plan has not yet been 
finalized, it will apparently be put 
into effect in a number of weeks, ac- 
cording to agreements reportedly 
reached between Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Gideon Patl and 
diamond industry representatives, 
with the concurrence of the Bank of 
Israel. 

Trade Ministry sources said 
that the government intends to 
protect the basic infrastructure and 
work force of the diamond industry, 
which has been carefully cultivated 
over many years. Nevertheless, Patt 
intends lo reduce government sup- 
port to the industry once it recovers 
from, its current difficulties. 

Representatives of the Israel Dia- 
mond Manufacturers Association 
met with Patt last week to air their 
grievances and to ask for govern- 
ment help. 

The 40 per cent drbp of the value 
of the European currencies against 
the U.S. dollar has been cited as be- 
ing responsible for a rise in the 
prices of Israeli diamonds, which 
are sold on a dollar basis. 

The Industrialists warned that if 
the government is not will- 
ing to help the industry, which they 
say is on the verge of a total col- 
lapse, then the association will 
have no option but to call for a 
general meeting and recommend a 
total shutdown of the Israeli dia- 
mond industry. 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
The Huleh Valley kibbutz of 
Gonen is turning its gas laps 
on in what will be the first ex- 
ploitation of Israeli natural gas for 
domestic purposes. 

The methane gas is to be burned as 
a substitute for oil in ,the kibbutz' 
central boilers to provide heat, 
water and steam. The laying of the 
pipes from the adjacent gas fields 
has just been completed. 

The gas was discovered in two ex- 
perimental drillings to depths of 500 
and 700 metres carried out by the 
government oil exploration com- 
panies. In one drilling the gas dis- 
covered was dissolved in water. 

The quantity of gas produced by 
the peat and lignite in the valley has 
yet lo be estimated. But a third drill- 
ing, also close to Gonen, is now be- 
ing conducted to a depth of 2,000 
metres. 

The gas discovered so far should 
be sufficient to cover the kibbutz' 
needs for about two years. Oil com- 
pany officials expect that other set- 
tlements in the Galilee panhandle 
will also be supplied with local gas 
as a result of further drillings. 

The only gas fields so far dis- 
covered in the country are in the 
Negev near Arad and near Moshav 
Sadot in northern Sinai. The gas 
from these fields is supplied to 
heavy industry in the south. 

Esther Raab} poet 

Esther Raab, one of the first 
■sabra women poets, has died at the 
Tivon old age home. She was 82. 

She was born in Petah Tikva in 
1899, the daughter of one of the 
town's founders, Rabbi Yehuda 
(Ben-Ezer) Raab. In her youth she 
was a member of Kibbutz Degania, 
and after her marriage spent a few 
years in Egypt. 

ACRE MARINA. — A passport 
control check-point and customs 
depot will open next month when 
the first stage of the marina is com- 
pleted at Acre’s fishing port. The 
marina is expected to serve yachts 
coming from Europe. 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TE L AVIV. — An early warning in- 
strument that detects rockets is one 
of the items of military equipment 
revealed to the press last week by 
officials of the Israel electro-optical 
industry El-Op... . 

The instrument, called Spirlact. 
which costs $1 million, detects on- 
coming rockets by the thermal ravs 
they emit, and is itself undetectable 
by enemy sensors. 

Akiva Mayer, managing director 
or El-Op, said the instrument was 
being supplied at present to the 
Israel Navy, but it could be used by 
other military branches and will be 
available for export soon. 

Mayer emphasized that the in- 
strument, along with other instru- 
ments manufactured by El-Op, were 
the result of original research and 
development by the plant’s scien- 
tists. 

Mayer explained that because of 


security he wasn’t able to tell the 
reporters about, or show them all 
the instruments being made at the 
Nes Ziona industrial park plant. 

Among the instruments shown 
were a laser range-finder for the 
Israeli-made Merkava lank. Ac- 
cording to Mayer, this runge-ftnder 
is one of the most sophisticated in 
the world, the ’’eyes’’ of the 
Merkava, which makes the tank one 
nf the best in the world. 

The El-Op aircraft gunsighl 
camcYas arc already in Kfir planes 
and are now being equipped in all 
other planes of the IDF. Mayer said 
El-Op will take an active part in the 
development of the Luvie aircraft. 

El-Op has 749 workers. Sales this 
year will be about S30m. Next year 
the company hopes to reach 539m. 
and by 1984 it hopes lo rench $50m- 

At present about 25 to 30 percent 
of production is for export, but El- 
Op hopes lo export about 50 per 
cent in u few years. 


Fuel prices up 10-15 per cent 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Port Economic Reporter 
The price of fuel rose by 10 
to 15 per cent last week, bring- 
ing the price of a litre of 94- 
octane petrol up to IS7.6. The price 
rise, initiated by the Ministries of 
Finance, Energy and Trade and In- 
dustry, will cause electricity rates to 
jump by 12 per cent and water rates 
by 7 per cent. 

This is the third fuel price hike 
since the elections on June 30, and 
according to an announcement 


last week by Finance M inister 
Yoram Aridor, wipes out all govern- 
ment subsidies on fuel. 

From now on the price of f" el 
will gradually creep upwards to 
cordance with changes in to' 
foreign exchange rate and in 
oil prices, obviating the need I* 
any further subsidies, Aridor said 

The Treasury estimates that the 
fuel price rises will push up the con- 
sumer price index by 0.5 per cent W 
September, and by another 0.3 p* T 
cent in October. 


Israel to hold air salon in 1983 


Jerusalem Post Reporter . 

TEL AVIV. — Israel will hold its 
nrst air salon In August, 1983. 
X® Bar 'G«a, managing direc- 
tor of the Israel Trade Fair Centre, 
announced last week. 

“We expect some 300 represen- 
tatives to arrive from companies in 
at least 16 countries," he said. Most 


of the countries are European, bu 
four countries from the Far ***« 
have promised to attend, he said. 

Some 80 to 100 planes will be dls-i 
played at the exhibition. 

Three conferences will be hd 
during the salon: one for test P' 10 * ■ 
one for agricultural pilots, and on 
for women fliers. 
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Sharon warns of terrorist 
infiltration into Jorda n 

By DAVID BERNSTEIN 
Post Mideast Affairs Reporter •" . 

Defence Minister Ariel Sharon, V 

while in the U.S. last week with * 

Prime Minister Begin, drew atten- *WV.y 

tion to a PLO arms buildup in i 

Jordan which, he said, is being 

prepared as a base for future ter- .i 

rorist attacks on Eilat and other PJjL 

"££ '"“ted on ln.1 Radio Defenc, Minister Sharon 
last week, claimed that this buildup the past year — a katyusl 
would not have been possible on settlements in the Joi 
without the connivance of Syria. As last April, and a clash be 
for the Jordanians. Sharon noted Israel patrol and a terror 
that so far they have been unable lo near Neot Haklkar — in Jt 
completely prevent terrorist activity However, there have 
against Israel from their territory, number of reports recent 
Jordan is, however, committed to creased Jordanian efforts t< 
a policy of denying the PLO use of such attacks on Israel. T 
its territory for attacks against was on August 15, when il 
Israel. This policy was reiterated man security forces re 
just last month, by the Jordanian In- prevented, “at the Inst m 
formation Minister Adnan Abu kalyusha attack on Eilat. 

Odeh, who noted that Jordan would Following that incident, 
not permit such use of its territory danians reportedly stepper 
“except as part of an overall Arab security precautions, inch 
strategy for action against Israel on ting up roadblocks and 
all fronts.” checking vehicles on a 

With a few exceptions, Jordan roads, 
has effectively implemented this Syria is believed to be 
policy — the most recent exception major role in infiltrating 
being last month's mining incident and their arms into Jordar 
in the Jordan Rift, in which nine cording to some reports, 

IDF soldiers were injured when has uiso been taking adv 
their vehicle hit a mine planted by the regular meetings of 
terrorists operating from Jordan. PLO -Jordanian committee 
One of the soldiers died later. gle in arms and to secret 
Prior to that, there have been its infrastructure in Jorda 
only two reported Jordan-based ter- completely obliterated in 
rorist attacks on Israeli targets in confrontation with King E 


What American Squatters occupy houses 
Jews think of Sinai pullback 
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the past year — a kalyusha attack 
on settlements in the Jordan Rift 
last April, and a clash between an 
Israel patrol and a terrorist squad 
near Neot Hakikar — in June 1980. 

However, there have been a 
number of reports recently of in- 
creased Jordanian efforts to prevent 
such attacks on Israel. The latest 
was on August 15, when the Jorda- 
nian security forces reportedly 
prevented, “at the last minute,” a 
kalyusha attack on Eilat. 

Following that incident, the Jor- 
danians reportedly stepped up their 
security precautions, including set- 
ting up roadblocks and carefully 
checking vehicles on all major 
roads. 

Syria is believed to be playing a 
major role in infiltrating terrorists 
and their arms into Jordan. But ac- 
cording to some reports, the PLO 
has uiso been taking advantage of 
the regular meetings of the joint 
PLO-Jordanian committee to smug- 
gle in arms and to secretly rebuild 
its infrastructure in Jordan, almost 
completely obliterated in the 1970 
confrontation with King Hussein. 


NEW YORK (AP). - A Newsweek 
poll shows continued support for 
Israel among American Jews, with 
87 per cent saying they are equally 
or even more sympathetic to Israel 
now than five years ago, before 
Premier Menachem Begin took of- 
fice. 

But 50 per cent of American Jews 
believe that Begin’s policies have 
eroded American support for Israel, 
and 34 per cent thought the 
premier’s policies did not damage 
that support. 

The magazine's poll, conducted 
by the Gallup organization, was 
released on September 5. 

The magazine also found that “a 
solid majority of Jews interviewed 
would like ‘to see Israel retain some 
degree of control over the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip.” 

Only 9 per cent favoured an in- 
dependent Palestinian state. But 32 
per cent favoured Israeli 
sovereignty and military control 
with civil control in the hands of the 
Palestinians. 

Another 29 per cent felt Israel 
should retain sovereignty and 
military and civilian control, while 
14 per cent favoured returning the 
area to Jordan as a demilitarized 
zone. 

Sixty-nine per cent said they 
believed Israel was justified in try- 
ing lo stop PLO rocket attacks 
through its recent bombings of ter- 
rorist headquarters in Beirut. 

(Who’i for and who'i against, page 12.) 


TEL AVIV. — The 13 families and Tehiya and Gush Emunim move- 
nine singles who occupied empty merits — including Knesset 
houses in Moshav Talmei Yosef in Member Honan Pot at — spent 
the Yamit area in Sinai last week their first days there digging in fora 
will not be evicted until Defence confrontation with the forces of law 

Minister Ariel Sharon has returned and order. They were joined by 

from the U.S., Acting Prime about 200 Yamit residents who op- 
Minister Simha Ehrlich said. pose vacating the region. (The 

He said that Sharon is returning Yamit region is to be returned to 

earlier than originally scheduled in Egypt in April 1982 as pan of the 

order to deal with the matter, peace treaty.) 

Furthermore, he said, the govern- Porat said that the squatters, 
menl will see to it Lhat there arc no whom he referred to as "new set- 
more such seizures of vacated tiers,” were not doing anything il- 
premwes in the area. legal, as they had come to Talmei 

The squatters said that they will Yosef In response to an appeal for 
resist by force efforts lo evacuate reinforcements by the II remaining 

1 “- .... . .... veteran Talmei Yosef families. 

The military government said the 

matter was one for the civilian His Tehiya colleague, MK Geuia 
police to handle, but national Cohen, told 77ie Jerusalem Post that 
police headquarters announced that their party is mobilizing families 
any activity beyond the Green Line from all over the country to settle in 
not defined as criminal is the the region. “For every home 
jurisdiction of the military govern- vacated in the Yamit region,” she 
ment. said, "we shall send two families to 

The squatters, members of the settle it.” 

Syria extends territorial waters 


Syria announced last week that it 
had extended its territorial waters 
from 12 to 35 nautical miles, follow- 
ing the example of Libya which in 
1973 extended its own territorial 
waters to a maximum of 200 miles. 

Observers note that the move 
could have been coordinated with 
Libya, which has been pressing 
Damascus to give some substance 
to their anti-western union an- 


nounced more than a year ago. 

Libya claims the exercise was in- 
side its unilaterally declared 200- 
mlle limit — a limit which 
Washington has refused to 
recognize and. according to some 
sources, deliberately tested in last 
month's air clash when the U.S 
shot down two Libyan fighters. 

Syria has about 320 kilometres of 
irregular coastline. 
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Histadrut convention marred by brawling 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
«nd GALINA VROMEN 
TEL AVIV. — The convention of 
the Israel’s largest labour federa- 
tion, the Histadrut, ended early Fri- 
day morning with the election of 
Yeroham Meshel to a third term as 
secretary-general. Earlier in the 
evening the convention was inter- 
rupted by two hours of loud brawl- 
ing between Likud and Alignment 
delegates over a controversial 
change in the federation's constitu- 
tion. Police had to be called in to 
break up the fighting. 

The 14th federation convention, 
which began Tuesday night in 
Jerusalem, was attended by 1,501 
delegates. The previous convention 
was held In 1977. * 

The fighting broke out after 
Likud delegates, headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister David Levy, 
strenuously objected to passage of a 
constitutional amendment which 
would have the effect of weakening 
Likud representation in certain 
urban labour councils. After the 
resolution, .allowing kibbutz, 
mo$hav and Arab village residents 
to vote for the labour councils -in 
towns in their neighbourhood, was 
passed by a two-thirds majority, the 


Likud delegates vociferously ob- 
jected. 

Chairs and tables on the podium 
were overturned as members of the 
two factions pushed each other 
.around, banged their fists on the 
presidium table.and screamed at the 
tops of. their voices. 

The earlier version of the con- 
stitution had said that each 
Histadrut member was attached to 
the council where he lived. The new 
version read, he would vote “ac- 
cording to an organizational chart.” 

Likud leaders . maintained the . 
move was designed to give potential ’ 
Alignment supporters the right to 
vote in localities in which the Likud 
is strong. The Likud won the elec- 
tion in three of the 72 labour coun- 
cils and Levy said 40 per cent cf the 
votes in development towns went to 
his faction in the April 7 Histadrut 
elections. 

In the Histadrut elections, the 
Likud won 28 per cent of the 
representation in the convention 
and the Alignment 63 per cent. 

The strong Likud showing 
prompted their delegates to demand 
representation on the Histadrut's 
Central Commmittee, its 
“government,*' which makes key 



Secretary-general Meshel 

decisions and controls the federa- 
tion budgets. The Alignment 
leadership rejected this demand, 
which was backed up by an appeal 
by Prime Minister Menachcm 
Begin read out at an earlier session, 
After the convention, Mapam's 
senior member on the Central Com- 
mittee, NaftaJi Ben-Moshe, called 
for disciplinary action against Levy 
and other Likud faction leaders for 
their alleged role in provoking the 
violent outbreak. 

In a fighting keynote speech at 
the opening session of the conven- 


tion Meshel set the pattern for Con- 
frontation with the Likud in govern- 
ment and its faction In the 
Histadrut. 

He warned that the labour 
federation would strongly resist the 
Likud government's attempts to 
weaken its power by taking over 
health services and the trade union 
pension funds, Organized labour 
would also fight Likud plans to limit 
trade union rights by legislating 
compulsory arbitration for labour 
disputes in essential services. 

Dwelling on the need to fight 
alienation between the rank-and- 
file and the Histadrut establish- 
ment, Meshel revealed his plan to 
issue each of the million-plus 
federation members with a share- 
certificate in Hevrat Ovdim, the 
Histadrut holding company. Each 
document bearing the member’s 
name and photo would entitle him 
and his family to special rights and 
discounts in the Histadrut 
marketing agencies, Bank 
Hapoalim, Hassneh Insurance, the 
Shikun Ovdim housing company, 
among others. He also wanted 
Histadrut concerns to become more 
involved in staff and neighbourhood 
problems. 


i - 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The voice of violence 

THE 14TH HISTADRUT convention will go down in history os the' 
stormiest und most violent conference in the annuls of Israel's trade 
union federation. Coming in the wake of Israel's most violent 
tassel election campaign, ii^hopld not have surprised anybody that 
itW fir&.luige« sc a If'con frontal icm since June 30 between Labour and 
Likud delegates ended in pandemonium 

The sad part or it is that the Likud chose as its battle cry its opposi- 
tion to an amendment to the Histadrut constitution which will allow 
kibbulz. moshav and Arab village residents to vole for and be 
represented on labour councils in towns in their area. Although the 
Likud claims that this change is designed to weaken its representa- 
tion on some labour councils in development towns, the amend- 
ment's important effect could be the gradual bridging of the gap bet- 
ween kibbutz and moshav members and Histadrut members in towns 
whose population is predominantly of Sephardi origin. The deep rift 
between the development towns and their kibbutz neighbours lore 
wide open during the recent Knesset election campaign. as witnessed 
in the anti-kibbutz incitement by Likud Followers in Kiryat Shmona. 

The planned amendment had been discussed for weeks by the 
, Histadrut convention's preparatory committee on which the Likud 
Mali d lily represented and it was only when the Likud delegates failed 
to secure the required one-third blocking minority that they decided 
to let their fists speak. The use of force from the convention floor is 
oT particular concern, since this is no longer a case of uncontrollable 
and unruly dements at a mass rally, but violence generated and 
carried out by elected delegates. 

The role played by Deputy Prime Minister David Levy during this 
shocking incident raises serious questions. He first incited his Likud 
colleagues b> threatening in his speech (bat his party will not allow 
the amendment to pass. He then did nothing to calm and control his 
followers when they stormed the convention presidium', 

One should certainly expect a far more responsible attitude from a 
mun in his position, and one of the more popular leaders of the ruling 
Likud party. 

The Labour majority in the Histadrut is probably wjthfn its right td 
deny Likud representatives membership in the labouF federation 
"government" — the central committee, since Likud and Labour are 
today poles apart und there is also no prospect lora national unity 
government at the national level. Likud representation at the 
Histadrut will therefore remain confined to the some 200-member 
Executive which is the equivalent of the Hisiudrul parliament bet- 
ween the rare convention and council sessions. 

However much these m ensures taken by the Histadrut convention 
at Labour's initiative may be justified, they do not come anywhere 
near to solving the basic problems of Israel's trade union federation 
.it the grassroots level, l-'or it remains a fact- that the rank and file of 
blue -collar workers have long ceased to regard the Histadrut 
leadership as their true representative. 

What happened at last week's convention is only the lip of the 
iceberg. What is needed is not only clever parliamentary maneuvers, 
but a convincing leadership which can speak to the heart of the 
workers. 


Bid for dig compromise 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Jerusalem Port Reporter 

Attorney-Oeneral Yitzhak Zamir 
will submit his opinion on the dis- 
puted archeological excavations in 
Area O of the City of David to 
Education Minister Zevulun Ham- 
mer this week. 

Hammer is then likely to ask the 
cabinet to appoint a committee of 
ministers to study the opinion and, 
using it as a guideline, to formulate 
future government policy with 
regard to Area O and other excava- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, the various parties to 
the dispute are busy negotiating in 
secret in an effort to find a com- 
promise solution. 

Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Shioma 
Ooren, who feels that Zamir's office 
and the High Court of Justice have 
not properly studied or given suf- 
ficient weight to his evidence 
regarding the existence of a Jewish 
cemetery in the Area 0 site, told 
The Jerusalem Post last week that he 
will "probably” take the whole mat- 
ter "soon” to the Jerusalem District 
Court. 

Hammer asked for Zamir's opi- 
nion following the halachlc ruling by 
Goren and Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
Ovadia Yosef which declared Area 
G the site of an ancient Jewish 
cemetery and thus it was forbidden 
to excavation. Hammer subsequent- 
ly ordered the digging to stop until 
Zamir submitted Jiis opinion, but 
the High Court later overrule^ 
Hammer's suspension order and 
work has continued at the site, 
despite repeated protests and 
demonstrations by the ultra- 
Orihodox community. 

During the past few days Zamir 
and his assistant, Yoram Bar-Sela 
visited the site and heard explana- 
tions by dig director Dr. Y igal Shilo. 
The archeologists have consistently 
maintained that there is no evidence 
to show that there was a late 
medieval cemetery at the site. 

Hammer asked Zamir to deter- 
mine whether the government has 
the legal right to declare a rite a 
“Jewish cemetery” and on what 
grounds, or to revoke a valid 


archeological excavation licence 
and on what grounds, and whether 
the Area G dispute fails under the 
clause in the Antiquities Law (1978) 
which consigns to a “ministerial 
committee” the right to decide on 
excavations in “holy ground or 
cemeteries." 

It is likely that the government 
will not respond to the High Court's 
order nisi which gave Hammer 10 
days to explain why he should not 
lift the suspension order (which the 
court suspended with its interim in- 
junction) by mutual arrangement 
with, the petitioners. 

Goren revealed last week that he 
had talks with representatives of the 
National Religious Party and 
Agudat Yisrael about a possible 
compromise solution to the con- 
troversy. 

Goren said that he remains “com- 
mitted unswervingly” to his halachlc 
ruling and will not revoke or qualify 
it. “But I proposed that I be given 
the use of a team from the IDF's 
Hevra Kadlsha — whom I trained 
when I was IDF chief chaplain — 
and we together sift through the 
rubble below (cast of) Area G. If we 
find no human bones 1 am willing to 
immediately allow the continuation 
of digging in Area Q.” 

Goren said that the religious par- 
ties are “considering” the proposal. 

Sources close to the various fac- 
tions in the controversy have in- 
dicated that there was a. possibility 
of an arrangement being reached 
between ullra-Orthodox groups, led 
by the cemetery-supervision body 
Atra Kadisha, and the archeologists 
involved in the dig. • 

Apparently the proposed ar- 
rangement will Involve some sort of 
Hevra Atra Kadlsha observer being 
stationed “Intermittently" at the 
site to make sure that no bones ars 
uncovered and no graves 
desecrated. It is also possible that 
the archeologists wifi agree to desist 
from digging into the layers of top- 
soil at the lo-lj metre deep 
northern fringe of the Area G, 
which the ultra-Orthodox claim are 
the layers of the late medieval 
cemetery. 


Goren: tunnel 
holier than 

Western Wall 

Chief Rabbi Shioma Goren has 
issued a halachlc ruling statiqg that 
"the tunnel next to the Western 
Wall is more holy than the ,Wb 1| 
itself." 

The Chief Rabbi adds that, "since 
it is the closest spo.t to the original 
Temple area and the Holy of 
Holies, the tunnel is the most j m . 
port ant site at which Jews can 
pray." 

The halachlc ruling was issued in 
reply to a question from Rabbi Meir 
Yehuda Getz, the rabbi of the Waif. 

On the basis of this ruling, three 
religious Jews on Friday appealed 
to Deputy Premier Simha Ehiiid, 
in his capacity as Acting Religica 
Affairs Minister, to order £: 
destruction of the wall built byth 
Moslem Wakf in the tunnel. 

This barrier was built by ibe 
Moslem religious authorities is 
block access from the tunnel (oi 
cistern which lies beneath the Tem- 
ple Mount. Two weeks ago a scuf- 
fie occurred between Arab 
workmen attempting to seal up the 
cistern opening from the inside and 
yeshiva students, led by Rabbi 
Getz, who were trying to prevent it 
The police then ordered the open- 
ing sealed. Now two barriers, one 
from the Jewish and one from the 
Moslem side, block the opening. 
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The dotted line in the sketch In- 
dicates the tunnel leading north 
from the Western Wall pl«»‘ _ 

Neturei Karta 
leader banished 

By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 

Neturei Karla leader Rabbi W 
Blau last week was banished fwn 
Jerusalem for 10 days by* 
Jerusalem magiatrate. . .. 

Blau, who is awaiting trial- fa* 
legal assembly, was ordered to & 
tance himself at least 25 kilom®*^ 
from the city during this p eriD ’ n 
Supporters said he had dim*® 
spend the time at Meron in 
Galilee where he will pray at ® 
graves of Jewish sages For a «**•' 
tion of archeological excavations* 
the City of David. , . 

Blau was arrested earlier 
week during one of the frequ® 
demonstrations against the 
which ultra-Orthodox claim ■ 
violating an ancient J®*" 
cemetery. 

The trial of 18 other zealots i sr 
rested during City of David g 
opened last week In the Jerussl 
Magistrates Court, ■ ~ 
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Mitterrand visit expected 


By DAVID LANDAU 
Port Diplomatic Correspondent 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand's visit to Israel will probably 
take place early in January, acting 
foreign minister Moshe Nissim told 
the cabinet last week. Foreign 
Minister Claude Cheysson will 
come here a month or two earlier 
for a round of preparatory talks. 

Nissim told the cabinet of Cheys- 
son' s efforts during a lengthy 
meeting with Israel's ambassador 
Meir Rosenne recently, to mitigate 
the shock and dismay caused in 
Israel by his statement comparing 
the PLO to the wartime resistance 
fighters in Nazi-occupied Europe. 

The statement, Cheysson told the 
envoy, had been reported out of 
context and had been misunder- 
stood and misrepresented. He had 
not in fact intended to make that 
comparison (with its implied paral- 
lel comparison of the Israeli oc- 
cupation to the Nazi conquest of 
Europe). 

Nissim noted, however, that 
Israel's disappointment was still 
very profound, despite these efforts 
by Cheysson to put his unfortunate 


remark in a more palatable context. 
“If he is sincere in his desire to 
make amends, let him offer these 
explanations publicly, either in a 
speech or in an official statement by 
his ministry,” Nissim raid. 

Nissim (Likud-Liberals), who is 
minister of justice, will be filling in 
for Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir for the coming month while 
Shamir is in Washington with 
Premier Meriachem Begin, then on 
a visit to Latin America, and then 
attending the UN General As- 
sembly. 

There is plainly gratification in 
Jerusalem at Mitterrand's and 
Cheysson's intentions to visit Israel 
soon. Nissim said a (separate) 
meeting last week between envoy 
Rosenne and the French president 
had been particularly warm and 
friendly. 

Press reports in Israel of Mit- 
terrand's coming visit to Israel — 
two days before a luncheon meeting 
today between Mitterrand and Prince 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia — em- 
barrassed the French administra- 
tion, uccording to semi-official 
sources in Paris. 


Fatah cell caught, admits 7 bombings 


A Fatah cell responsible for seven 
terrorist attacks in Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv has been broken, the army 
.spokesman announced last week. 
Two people were killed and 27 
wounded in the attacks attributed to 
the cell. 

The alleged members of the cell 
are residents of Jerusalem and 
Judea and they were reportedly 
detained following prolonged sur- 
veillance. 

According to the spokesman’s an- 
nouncement, the members have 
confessed to the following attacks: 

• Throwing a grenade into a wed- 
ding celebration on Mount Zion. A 
waiter was killed in the attack. 

• Planting a bomb at a petrol sta- 
tion at Neve I Ian in the Jerusalem 
corridor. 

• Planting bombs in the Carmel 


and Mahane Yehuda markets in Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem, and in the 
hitch-hiking station at the entrance 
to Jerusalem. 

The IDF spokesman said that a 
large amount of weapons was found 
in the possession of the cell, mainly 
in the Ramallah area. The security 
forces believe Syria was the source 
of the weapons. 

A possible disaster was averted 
last week when u h.»mh was found 
and dismantled on a bus in the Tel 
Aviv area after it reached its final 
stop in Bat Yam. 

The charge, hidden in a blue 
plastic hag. was discovered next to 
the rear seals by the driver. He 
called the police, whose suppers dis- 
mantled the bomb, 

Thirteen Arabs were arrested for 
questioning. 


U.S. rabbi stirs PLO controversy 


American Jewish leader Rabbi 
Arthur Hertzberg created a minor 
furore last week with an interview 
published In the Beirut English- 
language weekly Monday Morning, 
in which he said the PLO would in- 
evitably become involved in Middle 
East negotiations. 

Hertzberg, who is past president 
of the American Jewish Congress 
and now heads. a group called the 
American Jewish Policy Founda- 
tion, hedged his statement by saying 
that he did not know if it would be 
the government or Prime Minister 
Men ache m Begin that would be do- 


ing the negotiating and whether the 
pLO would be the PLO of today. 

Hertzberg, who is a liberal, op- 
poses the growing conservative 
leanings of many American Jewish 
leaders. 

The telephone interview came 
after he returned from a summer 
visit to Israel. HU statement follows 
hard on the heels of Alignment MK 
Mtirdechai Gur's comment that he 
would negotiate with the PLO ir 
they recognized Israel, a view 
quickly disclaimed by other Align- 
ment leaders, including party 
chairman Shimon Peres. 


Most Israelis for mote settlement 


Post Political Correspondent p 

TEL AVIV. — Over half the public ^ 
favours unlimited continued settle- ^ 
menl in Judea and Samaria, with 20 zor 
per cent wanting to make such a per 
policy subject to various conditions, the 
and only one-fifth totally opposed 0.8 
to continued settlement. This °th 
hawkish trend in public opinion l 
emerged from a poll conducted for ( 
The Jerusalem Post by the Modi'in fov 
Ezrachi Applied Research Centre, der 
The survey was held among a sam- res 
pie selection of 1 ,230 adults towards rel: 
the end of last month. am 

Question: “In your opinion se l 
should we continue settlement In mc 
Judea and Samaria?" mu 
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The American-etandard of Naveh luxury condominiums with 
reduced neighbour dependence combined with community 
facilities, puts them In a class by themselvee-excfualve! 

But high standard does not necessarily mean high prices. 

You are Invited to visit our sales offices or write for a brochure. 
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ISRAEL by PRIVATE CAR 
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J Plnii sand ms: 

I ... gold nacklacs(s). Opacity I 
I nam*. I 

I silver nacklaaa(s). Spicily | 


No: 18.9 per cent 
Yes: 52.8 per cent 
Yes, but: 21.8 (only in certain 
zones, 4.6 per cent; not at the ex- 
pense of social spending, 2.5; not at 
the cost of hostile world opinion 
0.8; not at the expense of peace 7.0; 
other conditions 6.9) 

Undecided: 6.5 per cent. 

Centre director Dr. Sara Shemer 
found in analyzing the socio- 
demographic composition of the 
respondents thal there was a 
relatively high proportion of hawks 
among persons who describe them- 
selves as religiously inclined and 
members of the Oriental com- 
munities. 
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Address 
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prize-winning 
bestseller, 
available now 
in English 

— This is a quiet book, which 
shout h to the high. heavens — 
In my view any person sensitive 
to the beauty of this country 
should be grateful for the voice- 
of-protest emerging out of 

DADO. S. Yltzhar novelist 

— It is a treasure to anyone In 
Israel interested in the political 
and military history of the 
country. 

— The reader notes that the 

author was given access to 
sources unavailable to anyone 
in Israel. Ethan Haber 

Military Correspondent 
tYedioth Aharanai Deify) 

SPECIAlttiMwso^ 
USS 19.95 

pocking end postage nduded 


To: The Jerusalem Post, 
P.O.B. 81.81 000 Jerussl* m. 
Israel 

Please send me DADO by 
Hsnoeh Berlov. My eheque tor 
USS 19.9B ind. peeking and 
postage Is enclosed- 


NAME 

ADDRESS. 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 




5WV 


>> 


Arrest of local council head is 


-FI? r-tv'i - v -..-.I. . .',£033353 



‘tip of iceberg’ in ‘Afarsek’ 



By MICHAL YUDELMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — More arrests and a 
police crackdown on another local 
authority in the central region are 
expected soon in the widening in- 
vestigation against Ganci Tikva’s 
local council chairman, Mordechai 
Weiss. Weiss, who is still in police 
custody, is suspected of illegal 
transfer or funds to religious and 
educational institutions. 


Police sources said yesterday that 
the Ganei Tikva affair i9 only “the 
lip of the iceberg" in a scandal 
revolving around the so-called 
Afarsek (Peach) File, an intel- 
ligence file gathered by fohner 
police inspector-general Herzl 
Shafir and turned over to Attorney- 
General Yitzhak Zamir shortly after 
Shafir was fired by Interior Minister 
Yosef Burg lust year. 

Many of the allegations in the file 
referred to illegal transfers of funds 
froth ministries and local authorities 
to religious institutions. 

Last week, police fraud depart- 
ment detectives posing as Value Ad- 
ded Tax inspectors visited the 
Jerusalem offices of the Belz Has- 
sidim to check their account books 
on suspicion that Weiss, a Belz fol- 
lower. had transferred large sums to 
six institutions belonging to other 
Belz followers. 


The Belz centre yesterday issued 
a statement denying that the police 
had raided or searched any of the 
Belz institutions in Israel, or that 
any documents from these institu- 
tions had been requested by police. 
It also denied that any of the direc- 
tors of these institutions had left the 
country. 

The Belz hassidim, who joined 
Agudat Israel last year, complained 
to the Jerusalem police' 
about the treatment they were sub- 
jected to by the detectives in- 
vestigating their affairs. The police 
dismissed all their complaints. 

Weiss was arrested over two 
weeks ago during the probe into 
allegations that Ganei Tikva in 1979 
transferred funds to dozens of 
religious institutions — most of 
them in other towns and with no 
connection to Ganei Tikva — which 
were not included on the Interior 
Ministry's list of qualifying institu- 
tions. . 


0,000, and IS 130,000 worth of food 
bought by and ostensibly for the 
Ganei Tikva council, was found to 
have been transferred Ho Belz in- 


stitutions. 


Sources dose to the investigation 
say that two of those institutions 
were discovered to be identical — 
and to have closed down in [978, 
long before they got the funds. The 
funds totalled IS 1 50,000 for both. 
Another institution, in Pctah Tikva, 
received funds for “construction 
work" which was never carried out. 
Furniture purchased for some IS 20- 


Much of the data being used by 
the police in their probe was passed 
on to them by the Volunteers Front, 
an apolitical group of economists, 
lawyers, accountants and other 
professionals dedicated to fight cor- 
ruption, group member Boaz Moav 
said. 

Moav said that the police ar- 
rested Weiss only after his group 
leaked to the press some of the 
reports from the Afarsek file about 
irregularities in the Ganei Tikva 
council. 

“Whenever we see that the police 
are avoiding investigation of infor- 
mation we know is in the Afarsek 
file, we shall publish what we know 
and thus spur an official inquiry," 
Moav said. 

He said that the investigation into 
the Afarsek File might be stifled 
from the top, as it was when Shafir 
was dismissed, because it involves 
high-placed public and political 
figures. He said it was intolerable 
that Burg serves as both interior 
minister and police minister, a posi- 
tion which can be used to hamper 
the police inquiry into Interior 
Ministry affairs. 


STOP 





WITHDRAWAL 


The Jewish communities in Sinai, particularly in the Yamit area, together with Israelis from all walks 
of life apd from ell parts of the country, have joined together to stop the final withdrawal from Sinai 
scheduled for April t982. 

The Israeli decision to abandon ail of Sinai is disastrous to the physical and national welfare of the 
country and a fetal blow to Zionist principles. The treaty with Egypt in no way compensates for 
Israel’s loss of strategic depth, oil. military bases, and the flourishing settlement zone In Sinai. Israel's 
concessions have not earned the international support or military security that was once expected. 
The phony peace with Egypt has given Sadat everything, and he has: 

1. embarked on an unprecedented program of military develop- 
ment; 

set up PLO offices in El Arish, sent aid to the PLO in Lebanon, 
and called for PLO participation in peace talks: 
promised Egyptian involvement in any Arab war against [Israel; 
and 

continued to demand — as a condition of full peace — complete 
Israeli withdrawal from all territories including East Jerusalem, — 
something no Israeli government will accept. 

All these developments amount to nullification of the treaty. 
Israel has an elementary right to demand a re-examination of the treaty's clauses — NOW. We call 
on the Israel government and Knesset to renegotiate the terms of the final withdrawal. In order to 
retain part of Sinai within the borders of Israel. 
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The Movement to Stop the Withdrawal from Sinai 


American Friends of Gush Emunim 

P.O.B. 59001 

Chicago. III. 60069 

Mr. Irving Taitel 

Executive Director 


Send ub financial contributions to pay for future ads 
and send letters, telegrams protesting the withdrawal 
to P.M. Menahem Begin, Jaruaalem. Israel 
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Druse pupils attend classes 


By YOEL DAR 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
MAJDAL SHAMS. — Some 4,500 
Druse pupils on the Golan Heights 
last week attended classes for the 
first time since the beginning of the 
school year as their protest strike at 
eight schools ended. Chairmen of 
the local councils and the religious 
leaders requested parents to send 
(heir children to school. 


: Local sources said that the deci- 
sion to end the strike followed a 
friendly conversation the leaders 
held in the Druse village of Mas'tidn 
with a Defence Ministry represen- 
tative. 


The strike was called to protest 
the dismissals or transfers of about 
40 teachers last July. An Educa- 
tion Ministry official, Aharon 
Zebida, said his ministry still 
refused to reinstate them. 

Nazareth Labour Court last week 
held a second session and heard ap- 
peals of five Druse teachers who 
were dismissed or transferred. Two 
other teachers dropped their ap- 
peals, with their lawyer claiming 
they withdrew due to pressure im- 
posed on them by the military 
government. The lawyer also 
claimed that the dismissals and 
transfers were motivated by 


political reasons and connected 
with their refusal to opt for Israeli 
citizenship. The ministry has re- 
jected these allegations, explaining 
that some 90 per cent of the 
teachers did not hold permanent 
status or contracts. 

Meanwhile, the Druse religious 
leaders on the Golan Heights have 
decided not to fulfil the agreement 
reached last week. According to the 
announcement, they had agreed to 
suspend for three months their 
social and religious sanctions on 
Golan residents who opted for 
Israeli citizenships. The suspension 
followed talks between Druse MK 
Amal Nasser Eddin (Likud) and the 
Druse spiritual leaders in which it 
was agreed that during this period 
attempts would be made to mediate 
between the leaders and the govern- 
ment. 


Last year a law was passed 
allowing Golan Druse to become 
Israeli citizens, which has led ( 0 bil- 
ler divisions among the Druse over 
this issue. 


Some sources explained that the 
religious leaders were angry over 
publication of the agreement. They 
also claimed that they did not agree 
to allow those who became Israeli 
citizens to worship with them. 


Court defers plea 


t 


exemptions from 


service 


By ASHER WALLFISH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A Tel Aviv lawyer who asked the 
High Court of Justice to invalidate 
the new rules on exemption from 
army service for Tora teachers and 
students was rapped over the 
knuckles last week for not having 
done his homework. 

The High Court gave Yehuda 
Roesler two months to submit his 
detailed arguments in writing, and 
criticized Roesler for not having ob- 
tained the precise text of the section 
in the coalition agreement, relevant 
to the exemptions. 

The three justices told Roesler 
that he had failed thus far to prove 
any real connection, between the 
periods of time he personally served 
in the IDF reserves, and the exemp- 
tions granled to Tora students and 
teachers, and newly-religious 
(ba'alel teshuva ). 

Roesler wrote in his petition that 
the exemptions promised Agudat 
Yisrael were illegal, sihee the law 
permits the minister of defence to 
grant exemptions only on grounds 
of national security. He wrote that 
military service is an obligation 
which falls equally on all citizens, 
both men and women, regardless of 
their religious beliefs. 

Roesler wrote that he had 
standing in the petition as a private 
individual, 9ince he would serve less 
in the reserves if those exempted 
under the coalition agreement were 
to do their full reserve duty. On 
public grounds, he wrote, the 
burden of military service must be 
distributed fairly in a democratic 
society, and without discrimination. 

Justice Dov Levin said that if 
yeshiva students were called up, 
most or them would serve in the 
IDF chaplaincy corps. This would 
not affect the reserve service of 
soldiers in, other units. 


Levin »uiil the period ul duty done 
by a reservist depended \w his 
specific function in the IDF, and 
not on the overall number of reser- 
vists available. 

The new concessions granted 
after the June 30 elections to 
Agudat Israel, concerning reserve 
service deferments und exemptions, 
were not spelled out in the original 
coalition agreement, but in « letter 
which Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon sent later to the Aguda 
Knesset faction. Sharon wrote to 
the Aguda that by virtue of the 
authority vested in him as defence 
minister, he ntude the following un- 
dertakings among others: 

• A Ixi 'ftl teshuva utle tiding * 
yeshiva after liuving done his con- 
script military service will be given 
special consideration concerning 
his reserve duty — consideration 
that exists also with respect to un- 
iversity students. 

• Every ba’alat teshuva (newly 
Orthodox woman) will be exempted 
front service, or released if she 1 * 
nlready serving, according to an ar- 
rangement and procedure to be 
worked out. 

Any woman in the academic . 
reserve who becomes a ba'alai 
teshuva will be released according 1° 
an arrangement and procedure to 
be worked out. 

• Special consideration will be 
give n to the applications of married 
women, both those doing their con- 
script service and those in the 
reserves. 

• Anyone over 40 who ■ oc- 
cupied exclusively with Tora will be 
exempt from military service so 
long as he continues to study or 
teach in a yeshiva. 

• Procedures that those occupied 
exclusively with Tora have to go 
through to get service call-up defer- 
ments will be studied with a view td 
simplifying them. 
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Ehrlich Alls most of the gaps 


EVERYONE was looking the other 
way — westwards, towards Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin’s 
meetings with President Ronald 
Reagan Ip Washington — when 
Simha Ehrlich took over the 
country. The genial deputy prime 
minister is not only filling in for the 
absent Begin; he's also amassed the 
most impressive collection of port-; 
folios in recent memory. 

Already ensconced as agriculture 
minister, Ehrlich is now also acting 
premier, acting defence minister 
(for Ariel Sharon), and acting in- 
terior and police and religious af- 
fairs minister (for Dr. Yosef Burg). 
The only portfolio to escape 
Ehrlich’s grasp is foreign affairs; 
during the month-long absence of 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir in 
Washington, Latin America and the 
UN, Justice Minister Moshe Nbslm 
(a member of Ehrlich's Liberal Par- 
ty) will serve as acting FM. 

There's good reason for Ehrlich’s 
collection. Begin backed him for 
defence, It is said, to avoid having to 
make a choice between some of 
those ambitious occupants of the 
Herut front bench, like Finance 
Minister Yoram Aridor, economic 
overlord Ya'acov Meridor, and 
Deputy Premier David Levy. And 
Ehrlich got Burg's ministries so as 
to avoid elevating the status of 
Education Minister Zevulun Ham- 
mer, Burg rival for NRP leadership. 

NRP INSIDERS cleave to the 
theory that right from the start 
Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren was out 
to get Zevulun Hammer and replace 
him with Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yehuda Ben-Meir. whom he 
regards as more malleable. Indeed, 
top Likud sources inform me lhai 
Ben -M 'dr almost torpedoed the 
coalition talks by pushing Goren's 
hard-line version of the “Who is a 
Jew" issue. 

Goren's prospects for re-election 
seem very dim at present, if only to 
judge by what is being said at the 
Prime Minister's Office. While the 
threat of Goren's ktav siruv still 
hangs over Hammer's head, which 
would mean his exclusion from 
houses of prayer, the minister's 
regular congregation, Beit 
Bamberger in Bnei Brak, gave him 
special honours during the Shabbal 
service, in a demonstration of sup- 
port against the rabbinical wrath. 

The big question now being asked 
in the NRP: "Where has Yehuda (or 
YB M, as he is called) got to?" It ap- 
pears that the deputy minister has 
quietly left the country with his 
family for a vacation in a kosher 
resort in the Swiss Alps. 

LABOUR’S Shoshana Arbell- 
Almosllno has formally asked Begin 
to avoid politicizing the civil service 
by meeting Agudat Y Israel's de- 
mand to appoint five of their men to 
senior ministerial posts. She might 
also look into the coalition parties’ 
tug-of-war over the plum posts of 
state comptroller and governor of 
the Bank of Israel. While the NRP 
wants outgoing Comptroller Dr. 
Yitzhak NefaeitzaM'a job for Haim 
Kubersky, the Liberals are talking 
of Internal Revenue Commissioner 
Uriel Linn, and Aridor has NRP 
backing to replace Governor Arnon 
Gafny with Dr. Moshe Monde lb sura, 
who headed the NRP Jerusalem city 
council list at the 1978 elections. 
Other Herut circles would like to in- 
stal the Knesset Finance Commit- 
tee's Likud caucus whip, Yigasl 
Cohen-Orgod, in thBt august posi- 
tion. 
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Simha Ehrlich... an Impressive 
collection of portfolios. 
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Moshe Dayan. ..back to the 
Labour fold? 


THE LABOUR Party is in a tizzy 
over bringing back Moshe Dayan 
and what survives or his Tclem 
adventure. The proposal came from 
a hawkish faction led by ex-Rafi 
people like Matilda Ghez and MeJr 
Bareli, and some hawkish 
Mapainiks like Shlomo HUlel and 
Yehuda Hiuhai. The argument is that 
the addition would strengthen the 
Alignment’s position if and when a 
national unity coalition is formed, 
and not least Shimon Peres 1 
prospects of a top cabinet post, say 
defence, in such a combination. 
Publicly, Peres has kept mum; 
privately, he has not discouraged 
the initiative. Moreover, his friends 
seem to think he would be 
protected against Yitzhak Rabin’s 
relentless war of attrition against 
him. Ha'arett ’ Yoel Marcus recently 
compared the vengeful former 
premier to one of those Japanese 
soldiers who keep showing up on 
Pacific islands after having been in 


hiding for years, thinking World 
War II is still on. 

WHILE the official White House 
reception was taking place for 
Begin and the official Israeli party, 
a different kind of party was taking 
place on a lawn in Jerusalem, in the 
presence of president Yitzhak 
Navon. It was the wedding celebra- 
tion of Dorlt, daughter of Hebrew 
University Vice-President Simcha 
Dinltz and wife Vivian, to Ehud 
Ores, on the green sward outside 
Belgium House in the Givat Ram 
campus. 

For many of the well-wishers at 
.the biggest wedding of the 
Jerusalem season, it was nostalgia 
time, the celebration bringing to 
mind the huge Independence Day 
parties the Dinitzes used to throw 
during their years at our embassy In 
Washington. There were such 
former embassy colleagues as 
Moshe Arad, Zri Raflab and Eytan 
Betutnr, and a goodly presence of 
American Jewish personalities like 
Paul Znckcnnan, former national 
chairman of the UJA, along with 
former Bonds president (and former 
cabinet secretary) Michael Arnon. 
As for the diplomatic corps, while 
U.S. Ambassador Samuel Lewis 
was detained at the other party in 
Washington, North America was 
duly represented by Canadian Am- 
bassador Joseph Stanford and his 
wife Agnes. 

SEIZED OPPORTUNITY DEPT. 
At the Foreign Ministry, Ihey’re still 
talking about the way Israel Ambas- 
sador to the UN Yehuda Rhira com- 
bined the official Jerusalem Day 
reception with a bar- and bat-mitzva 
party for his son and daughter at the 
Consulate in New York. That, they 
say, is an unwarranted combination 
of business and pleasure. 

WISHFUL THOUGHT of the 
week: Jewish Agency Treasury 
Akira Levinsky urged a reduction in 
the number of members of the 
World Zionist Executive. 

THE SHOW must go on. Mba 
Avrech showed her pluck recently. 
The Yedlot Aharonot columnist had 
arranged a luncheon in honour of 
Clothllde Capece Galcota, the wife 
of the former counsellor at the 
Italian Embassy, but took ill just as 
the event was about to start. She 
implored her guests to stay on at the 
party while she was taken to Ichilov 
Hospital in aa ambulance. The 
guest of honour filled in as hostess. 

LAST HURRAH DEPT. Decibel- 
counters tell me that the biggest 
ovation at last week's Histadrut 
convention went to Trade Union 
Department head Israel Kessar, a 
fact which could not have pleased 
Secretary-General Yeroham Meshel. 
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Four more settlements for West Bank ■ Empire IP 


Acting Prime Minister Simha 
Ehrlich said on Friday night that the 
government intends establishing a 
maximum of four new settlements 
in the West Bank and then will 
devote its efforts to expanding the 
already existing settlements. 

Interviewed on Army Radio, 
Ehrlich said that it had been 
decided that every building vacated 
in the Sinai would be taken overby 
the army to avoid what he called 
“the mistakes of the past." Last 
week supporters of the ultra- 


nationalist Gush Emunim settle- 
ment movement occupied houses 
vacated by settlers in some of the 
Sinai settlements and in Yamit, - 
which are due to be turned over to 
Egypt in April next year when Israel 
completes its withdrawal from the 
area. 

Replying to a question about the 
possibility of new elections, Ehrlich 
said that only the Likud stood to 
gain from this and that he had 
detected no desire among the NRP 
or Agudat Yisrael to break up the 
coalition. (Itim) 
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Call for step-by-step aliya 



By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
"IF THERE WERE no Zionist 
Organization of America, it would 
have to be Invented," asserts ZOA 
president Ivan Novick. 

The successful Pittsburgh real es- 
tate man concedes that all is not 
well W;*h the “Zionist movement" 
in the U.S. Most of its activities 
revolve not around encouraging 
aliya — the foremost Zionist com- 
mandment — but around empty 
organizational struggles and 
political arguments that mimic 
those of Israeli political parties. 

Novick is not willing to come out 
with a demand that the “Zionist 
movement" in America be com- 
pletely cleansed of politics and be 
devoted to fulfilment of Zionism 
through aliya: “You need a struc- 
ture. No structure is perfect.” 

But he is pleased with the results 
of the Jewish Agency-World Zionist 
Organization conference in 
Caesarea Last winter in which “non- 
Zionist" fund-raisers voiced their 
support for the Jerusalem Program- 
me!,' which affirms the centrality of 
Israel in Jewish life and the impor- 
tance of aliya: “It could mean the 
beginning of a real dialogue 
between Israel and the Diaspora." 

As for himself, he "ideally" 
would like to settle in Israel some- 
day — - “after my three children are 
settled." 

ASKED WHETHER his loyalties 
to the U.S. and Israel could con- 
ceivably clash, Novick, who was in 
Jerusalem for a ZOA leadership 
conference, says he hopes the day 
never will come when an American 
j icw has to choose between the two 
. (.countries. , . . ’. •• •• 

Aliya, he asserts, is no longer a 


Ivan Novick 

dirty word among American Jews. 
Although the number of immigrants 
from the U.S. is still minuscule, the 
number of Jews who are beginning 
to think of it as a viable option — 
for others if not for themselves — is 
growing. The ravages of assimila- 
tion and intermarriage are being felt 
by every Jewish community in the 
U.S., and aliya is beginning to be 
viewed as one way of dealing with 
the problem. 

Still, American Jews have to be 
told about aliya in a different way 
than the Jewish Agency and WZO 
have been doing over the years. 
Novick advocates "step-by-step" 
aliya, in which people can gradually 
settle in by owning a flat here, hav- 
ing a business here, Visiting often 
and then later becoming perma- 
nent, full-time citizens. 

Novick believes that aliya from 


Eastern Europe, including the 
Soviet Union, could cease com- 
pletely, at least in the short-term but 
possibly for good, and the only sub- 
stantial reservoir of potential im- 
migrants is the West, particularly 
North America. 1 

He boasts that the ZOA was the 
first organization to state — three 
years ago — that it opposed the 
“freedom of choice” doctrine that 
allows Russian Jews to drop out. 

THE ZOA'S other major priority, 
aside from encouraging aliya, is ex- 
plaining Israel's policies in the U.S. 
The ZOA has become “very respec- 
table" in Washington since Prime 
MinisLer Menachem Begin took of- 
fice; before that, many viewed it as 
a politically right-wing organization' 
with hawkish views on the settle- 
ments. 

Novick, who is a member of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, 
meets regularly with White House 
and State Department officials. 
"The Reagan Administration and ' 
Congress want our input, and we 
also help influence public opinion." 

Novick regards himself as a 
"good friend of Prime Minister 
Begin" and “the most supportive 
Jewish leader in the U.S. towards 
the Begin government." 

His ideology comes close to that 
of Reagan conservatives, but he 
strongly opposes the AWACS deal 
with Saudi Arabia, and has been 
lobbying against it in both conversa- 
tions and in letters. 

While ZOA has no left-wingers in 
it. among its 140,000 constituents 
are Reform, Conservative and 
Orthodox Jews. Novick is proud 
that Jews oF diverse opinions find 
their place under the ZOA roof. 


Learning 

tbe 

nuances 

By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
FOR THE Jews of New York, the 
next best thing to having a staunchly 
pro-Israel Jewish senator is having a 
staunchly pro-Israel- non- Jewish 
senator. Even though they voted 
overwhelmingly last November for 
someone else, Alphonse D* Amato 
has turned out to be a pleasant sur- 
prise. 

The 43-year-old Republican was 
presiding supervisor of suburban 
Hempstead, Long Island, when he 
ran against long-time senator Jacob 
Javits in the GOP primary 
last summer. After toppling 
the ailing septuagenarian senator, 
D'Amato preceded to run against 
the popular Democratic congress- 
woman Elizabeth Holtzman, as 
well as Javits, who insisted on run- 
I ning on the Liberal Party ticket. 
Because the Jewish liberal vote split 
between Javits and Holtzman, 
D'Amato emerged the winner by a 
nose. 

The freshman senator, recently 
visited Israel for the first time as a 
guest of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of New York. 

ALTHOUGH D'Amato was largely 
concerned with municipal problems 
like zoning and sewage until the 
Senate campaign, he has learned 
very quickly about the nuances of 
autonomy, petrodollars, West Bank 
settlements and other Middle East 
questions. 

"1 have had long discussions with 
friends, experts and aides." he says, 
obviously happy when I suggest that 



Alphonse D'Amato. 


he seems more knowledgeiM* 
about the region than more vetaru 
senators. 

Although he considers hliwtf 
ideologically close to Preside 
Ronald Reagan, D'Amato Qpt& 
opposes the Administration’s jntca- 
lion to sell AWACS planes to Saudi 
Arabia. 

THE NEW YORK legislator wu 
"very impressed" by what he saw in 
Israel and more convinced than 
ever that a Palestinians state must 
never be established, and that Israel 
should never return to the pre-*67 
lines. "Why, the old border can be 
seen right through this window," he 
says, pointing to the view from his 
King David Hotel suite. 

ISRAEL is partly at fault, says 
D’Amato, for the lack of recogni- 
tion in the U.S. or the sacrifices 
Israel has made in the peace treaty 
with Egypt. Noting that 18 of the 
senate’s members are new. and 
nearly 100 new congressmen are 
now in the House, D'Amato main- 
tains thut Israel must try to present 
the facts better "to new people, not 
just to old friends." 




THE GOOD NEWS from recent 
U.S. opinion polls is that support Tor* 
the Jewish Stale in the context of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict remains 
very high. Americans still express 
more sympathy for Israel than for 
any other Middle Eastern state, and 
their image of the Arabs remains 
very negative. The bad news is that 
the favourable base for pro-Israel 
lobbying in the U.S. has been un- 
, dermined by Israeli policies, es- 
i, PWially th.qse . concerning ■ the 
Palestinian Issue;' at the same time, 
Egypt's President Sadat has been 
competing successfully with the 
Israelis in the struggle for the hearts 
and the minds of the American peo- 
ple. 

A Gallup poll conducted im- 
mediately after the Israeli raid on 
PLO headquarters in Beirut in 
July indicated that SO per cent 
were not prepared to justify 
the raid while 61 per cent 
supported .Reagan's -decision to 
postpone the delivery of the F-16s, 
The poll also indicated that the 
number of Americans who believe 
that their government should pres- 
sure Israel to make compromises 
for peace has increased from 36 per 
cent (in 1978) to 57 per cent. The 
number of those who gave poor 
ratings to Begin’s efforts to achieve 
peace in the area has also increased 
from 1 1 per cent in 1978 to 28 per 
cent. 

Public reactions to dramatic and 
unanticipated events such as the as- 
sassination of President Kennedy, 
Sadut's visit to Jerusalem, or, for 
that matter, the Israeli raid on 
Beirut, may be intense without 
necessarily resulting in a change of 
previously held opinions; in fact 

PAGE 12 


Who’s for and who’s 


there is a tendency to confirm old 
values and opinions. 

Thus it would be a mistake to as- 
sume that the raid has suddenly 
turned the American public against 
Israel or towards the Arabs. The 
poll mentioned above indicated that 
in July 1.981, Americans were less 
sympathetic to the Palestinian posi- 
tion and more opposed to the crea- 
tion of a Palestinian staLe than they 
were a year ago. 

But the raid on Beirut — like the 
raid on the Iraqi nuclear reactor 
and the Likud government's 
policies in the West -Bank -- in- 
creased existing doubts about 
Israel’s commitment to achieving 
regional peace and enhanced the 
image of Begin and his government 
as intransigent — perceptions, in- 
cidentally, .which dale) back to the 
Likud's conduct .during the 
Egyplian-Israplj peacq .pf oce$s, : 

The Likud gPYcrg^rjenL is- respon- 
sible — according to’ihe major poll 
analysts — for the decrease in the 
American public's support for the 
Israeli position and. for the tar- 
nishing of the image of the Jewish 
state. "There is no question that 
support for Israel declined and that 
the public has expressed greater ap- 
proval for Sadat’s role than for 
Begin’s in the negotiation process 
which occurred following Sadat's 
visit to Israel," wrote the American- 
Jewish sociologist Seymour Martin 
Lipsct. 

HOWEVER, two in-depth polls 
prepared during the last year — one 


Leon Hadar reports from New 
York on attitudes of the American 
public to Middle East issues. 


by the pro-Arab Middle East In- 
stitute in Washington and the other 
by the New York based firm of 
Yankelovich, Skelly and White — 
indicated that, despite the negative 
ratings for many aspects of the 
Likud government’s policies, 
American altitudes towards Israel 
continue to be generally favourable 
and dominate the most politically 
influential segment of the popula- 
tion. 

The Yankelovich pollsters found 
that three out of four Americans 
have a positive attitude towards 
Israel. The most positive lend to be 
college graduates, Reagan sup- 
■ porters, . conservatives; whites' 1 fend 
males. 

Although the Yankelovich poll, 
like that of the Middle East In- 
stitute, found that support for Israel 
has undergone some erosion since 
1977, it also made clear that there 
“has been no major increase in sup- 
port for the Arab cause and that 
most Americans continue to sup- 
port Israel." 

□ One out of two Americans (and 
two out of three who have an 
opinion) said that the continuation 
of Israel was important, comparea 
to two out of three (and three out or 
four) who fell that way in 1977. 

□ The majority of Americans (57 
per cent) and seven out of 10 with 


against 

an opinion on the subject believe 
that U.S. military aid to Israel 
should remain the same or increase, 
indicating no major change since 
1977 when the figure was 59 per 
cent. 

□ Virtually no Americans would 
sympathize with the Arabs in an 
Arab-Israeli war (2 per cent in 1977 
versus 3 per cent today). 

But, as Yankelovich notes, 
"despite support for Israel there is a 
growing belief among Americans 
that Israel is doing the wrong thing 
in refusing to negotiate with the 
•PLO," a belief that perhaps stems 
more from the fact that negotiation 
and compromise are important ele- 
ments of American policy towards 
domestic and foreign conflicts than 
from a change of attitude towards 
the Palestinians. 

In 1 977, 40 per cent felt Iirael was 
i doing the right thing iri' refusing to 
negotiate with the PLO, while 21 

r cons idered it wrong. Today 
the balance has shifted. Thirty-one 
per cent feel that Israel is wrong to 
refuse to negotiate, *26 per cent 
believe Israel is right. 

THE POLL held by the Middle East 
Institute, which published the 
findings m its organ, the Middle East 
Journal, established that 57 per cent 
^ 1 ^ mcnc u an s support - a meeting 
between the U.S. and the PLO as 

Wnti d -v t0 u 31 per ccn! who are 
Sri ! l . Howcvcr . the poll also 
reflected the very negative imageof 

nen rt £ ra J ,S | arno " 8 * he American 
people. A Urge percentage felt that 


Arabs are "burbarie, crude" (44 per 
cent): "treacherous, cunning” (49 
per cent); "mistreat women" {51 
per cent) and "warlike, bloodthir- 
sty" (50 per cent). A similarly large 
proportion perceive lsrr-elis as 
"brave" (47 per cent) and “intel- 
ligent, competent" (47 per cent) 

The Palestinians, according to the 
ME1 poll, arc generally seen in 
terms of negative stereotypes: "bar- 
baric” (23 per cent), "treacherous’ 1 
(29 per cent), "warlike" (34 pet 
ccm) and "mist routing women (23 
per cent). 

Egyptians, on the other hand are 
often termed "friendly" (47 per 
cent), "intelligent" (45 per cent) 
and “brave" (46 per cent). Similar* 

ly, 17 percent of 'Americans haves 

"very high" opinion of Egypt and 49 
per cent a "fairly high" opinion « 
that country and its people. By 
comparison, 25 per cent have J 
"very high” opinion of Israel and 49 
• per cent a "fairly high’’ opirilb® 

BUT PERH A PS the’ "nAfo'if “ft- 
couraging finding - from Israel* 
poiijt of view was that the college* 
educated, politically aware and a<’ 
live Americans have strong pr* 
Israel feelings. The pollsters «• 
tablished that education and greater 
political awareness increase pro* 
Israeli feelings. 

On the other hand, the Palesti- 
nians, like the PLO, are morepop" 
utar with blacks, among those who 
haven't been to college, and those 
in the lower-income bracket. 

Apparently, members of the more 
educated group have been abje to 
draw a line between their support 
for Israel and their criticism or the 
Begin government's pollcl«»* 
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THOUGH BEARDLESS and 
sometimes without a klppa. Prof. 
Yeshayahu Leibowitz Is the closest 
thing Israel has to an Old .Testa- 
ment prophet. At 78, he Is still an 
angry young man. 

The source and perpetual focus 
of bis outrage is the Israeli occupa- 
tion since 1967 of the West Bank 
and tbe Gaza Strip. 

"Israel must be liberated* from 
the occupied territories just as 
France in the early 1960s had to be 
‘liberated 1 from the yoke and 
burden of Algeria. Israel must be 
liberated from the territories — or it 
will perish," says the Hebrew 
University professor emeritus, who 
still gives courses and holds court at 
the Oivat Ram campus. 

I sit with him in his modest flat 
in Jerusalem’s Nahlat A him quarter. 
Leibowitz has just finished 
breakfast with some of his five 
children and 21 grandchildren, and 
the house is pervaded by the aroma 
of baking. 

The book-lined study Is small, 
almost spartan, Hebrew, English, 
German, Yiddish, French and Rus- 
sian titles, mostly dealing with 
Judaica and the philosophy of 
science, fill the room. 

Leibowitz is a notable Jewish 
scholar and un Orthodox Jew, head 
of the university's biological 
chemistry department, and 
longtime editor -in-chief of the Erf- 
cyclopaedia Hebratca (Israel's 
answer to the Brltannlca and 
Americana. 

But our talk has begun with 
politics: 

Leibowitz dismisses the recent 
Knesset elections. "Begin or Peres? 
No difference. What does it matter 
who won? The results are a direct 
continuation of the policy begun in 
1967. which has gradually trans- 
formed the Jewish state into 
something resembling what was 
Rhodesia-Zlmbabwe. 

“No party in the elections had a 
programme based on immediate, 
unilateral, unconditional 
withdrawal from the territories," 
says Leibowitz, "which is what must 
be done.... Then, maybe, they’ll be 
willing to discuss peace with us." 

LEIBOWITZ has obviously tired of 
hopingthat Israel itself will seek out 
and bring about its own salvation. 
"The people have been thoroughly 
corrupted by 14 years of patriotism, 
nationalism, chauvinism and expan- 
sionism," he says. 

Leibowitz looks to the U.S. for 
Israel's salvation — “if ft is still pos- 
sible." One day soon, he says, Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan will "dose the 
lap" tightly and this will compel 
Begin or . whoever is the Israeli 
premier to speed a withdrawal from 
the areas. 

But will an enforced withdrawal 
from the West Bank and Gaza save 
the state? "I don’t know. We're very 
far gone. There will be terrible In- 
i.ternal strife, in the wake of a 
withdrawal which may tear the 
.country apart." 

Leibowitz foresees at least a 
measure of disintegration and large- 
scale emigration from Israel, "The 
first to go will be Gush Emunim's 
supporters. Why? Because their 
Messianic dream of glory, of a 
greater Israel, will have collapsed. 
They will no longer have any in- 
terest in living in or maintaining a 
“smaller" Israel. It will be like the 
days of Shabbetai Zvi. His most ar- 
dent followers, when his false Mes- 
sianic claims and hopes were 
dashed, immediately converted to 
Islam." 

Who will stay? First and foremost 
the Natorei Karta, for whom die 
Stale — large or small — has never 
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OUTSPOKEN 

SCHOLAR 

'One cannot argue about values. One can only 
fight 6ver them. They... are the root of all 
human conflict/ says Yeshayahu Leibowitz. 

He takes strong stands on a wide 


variety of subjects in a conversation with 
The Post's BENNY MORRIS. 



been important. Leibowitz says this 
with admiration, a measure of iden- 
tification. For him, too, the place, 
rather than the state, is Important. 

In his Judaism, a Jewish People 
and the State of Israel (Tel Aviv, 
1976, English publication later this 
year), Leibowitz wrote: “The state 
is an instrument and not a value... 
When the state is seen as a value, we 
have the essence of fascism. Since it 
is, in essence, a system of power and 
coercion, the state is the enemy of 
man... states merely serve as a 
framework in which men may strive 
for values." 

And Israel? Leibowitz turns com- 
bative. "Too general a question," 
he shoots back. 

"The slate? It has achieved all 
that I expected of it when I was 
young. The Jews again have 
sovereignly and independence. I 
never placed higher hopes in it. 
Slates do not solve human 
problems. Or Jewish ones, for that 
matter." 

He once wrote: "The justification 
for the existence of the slate lies in 
the fact that it is needed by the in- 
dividual to secure his coexistence 
with others... and by the nation, to 
safeguard its independence of other 
nations." 

He supported and continues to 
support Israel's existence — “as an 
act of will, not of reason. Why? 
There is no ‘why.’ I just do. U is 
something axiomatic, unarguable, 
unscientific." 

LEIBOWITZ has recently returned 
from a visit to North America, 
where he delivered a series of lec- 
tures at the University of Toronto. 
He met a large number of Jews, 
"Every one oflhem, without excep- 
tion. said that he thought Israel had 
gone insane. That's the word they 
all used — •insane." 

While worried about Israel's 
image abroad, Leibowitz is even 
more perturbeJ by the occupation's 
effect on Israeli society and its 
democratic norms. "Not unex- 
pected This is normal in colonial 
regimes." he says. 

"Many of our officers have 
turned into, and act like, colonial 
governors.” he says. “And the 
General Security Service has 
become one of the stale's centra) in- 
stitutions. as never before." 

Leibowitz notes that, since 1967. 
the feeling that they are the under- 
dog has grown among Israel's half- 
million-sirong Arab community. 
They identify more with the Palestin- 
ian cause in general, and the West 
Bankers and Gazans in particular. 
“We have caused our Arab citizens, 
in Galilee, the Little Triangle and 
the Negev, to feel part of one peo- 
ple under the Israeli yoke.” 

WON’T THE return of the West 
Bank and- "’Gaza to Arab, and 
perhaps Palestinian rule, only in- 
flame irridentism among Israel's 
Arabs, encourage their hope of one 
.day "liberating" chunks of Galilee 
and the Lillie Triangle from Israeli 
sovereignty? Won't this revive in- 
terest in the 1947 UN Partition 
Resolution, and, lead, eventually, to 
the extinction of the Jewish state? 

There is a note of uncertainty — 
the only one detected during the in- 
terview — in Leibowitz’s voice: 
"Withdrawal from the territories 
will have a tremendous psycho- 
logical impact on Israel’s Arabs. 
They won’t, overnight, become 
loyal Israelis. But it will help recon- 
cile them to the stale, I believe." He 
rejects out of hand any cession of 
lands in pre-1967 Israel, even if 
Inrgely Arab-populated. 

Leibowitz concedes that the crea- 
tion of a Palestinian stale in the 


West Bank will not be "good for 
Israel" but regards it as inevitable. 
HE SEES no contradiction between 
his scientific pursuits and his 
religious values and way of life. 
“Science is a cognitive realm and its 
study offers conclusions. My 
religious beliefs and practices are 
founded on pure, unreasoned faith, 
and on decisions stemming from it." 
Exptaning the difference, Leibowitz 
says: “No man in his right mind will 
die for a conclusion. But many, 
many men have died for decisions." 

Israel’s fate aside, Leibowitz is 
chiefly worried about the unity and 
continuity of the Jewish people. 
"There is nothing morally wrong 
with assimilation. I, personally, 
prefer to remain a Jew and want the 
Jews to remain a separate and dis- 
tinct people. B ( ut I do not argue this 
preference. T^re are no reasons for 
it as there are' no grounds for con- 
rdpmnmg ihdsc with contrary 
views." : ■ 

He begins to discuss the basis of 
Jewish nutional and religious unity. 
Leibowitz recalls his conversation 
with a very senior IDF officer dur- 
ing a day-long IDF senior officers' 
symposium two years ago, over Pass- 
over. to which he was invited. ("I 
am often invited to lecture the 
troops and officers. I don’t really 
know why, as my views are by now 
well-known."! 

At (hut symposium, speaking of 
"the deep crisis of the Jewish 
people," Leibowitz said: "The 
only thing that presently unites the 
Jews of Israel is the IDF, service In 


Arabs or together facing the poss- 
ibility of being killed by them." 

LATER, RECALLS Leibowitz, a 
senior officer said to him: "But sure- 
ly nothing belter demonstrates the 
essential unity of the Jewish people 
than this holiduy when, regardless 
of our differences, all of us, with our 
families and friends, throughout 
Israel and the Diaspora, sit down to 
the seder meal?” 

" 'Nonsense,' I told him,” con- 
tinues Leibowii 2 . "1 pointed out 
that I couldn’t even drink a glass of 
water in his house or eat ofT his 
plates. Rather than unifying us. Pass- 
over serves to divide us, I told him. 
•For you, it has an essentially sym- 
bolic and historical significance. 
For me, its meaning is existential, a 
reality and life-style, not a memory,’ 

1 1 said.' 1 His y bice ’rises as his 
thought becomes more passionate. 

Jews Witt) live by the Halqcha, and 
: 6(Wy ; Jevte fcho' don’t .‘'He 'said, can- 
not eat together or marry one 
another because of dietary and sex- 
ual prohibitions. "In Israel, they 
can't even work together in many 
firms.” he said, pointing out that 
some 600 Israeli industries — "six 
hundred." he shouts — operate on 
the Snbbnth. as do the country's air 
and sea ports. 

Leibowitz notes that not one of 
ihc 40 IDF officers at the sym- 
posium believed that military ser- 
vice and the wars with the Arabs 
were u sufficient or positive basis 
for national unity. “Thank God.” he 
adds, "there wasn't one Fascist 


HE IS keenly aware that the 
problem of Jewish survival is as con- 
tingent on developments in the 
Diaspora as in Israel. He doesn’t so 
much care about the precise code of 
Jewish Law to be adopted but insists 
that it must be accepted and used by 
Jews everywhere, if the Jewish peo- 
ple is to survive. 

Leibowitz*5 mind appears 
peculiarly closed; it may be he feels 
he has absorbed a huge, and suf- 
ficient, amount of knowledge and 
doesn't need more. There is a kind 
of hardness about his conversation; 
he seems insular, unreceplive. To 
strangers he must undoubtedly 
seem unpersonable and uninviting, 
and only partly through shyness. 

Apart from his faith in God, the 
cornerstone of Leibowitz's world- 
view is that people — he doesn't 
seem to think too highly of them 
generally though he is rot a mis- 
anthrope — do not have “objec- 
tive" interests and, hence, never act 
objectively. Their actions are dic- 
tated by their will, and their will is 
determined and shaped by subjec- 
tive values or absolutes which have 
no anchor in reasun. He cites belief 
in God or in the absolute value of 
the Stale as prime examples. 

"One can’t argue about values. 
One can only fight over them," con- 
cludes Leibowitz. “They, not 
economic or other so-called ‘objec- 
tive' interests or needs, arc the root 
of all human conflict. 

HE GIVES as an example the 
Jewish community in Palestine dur- 
ing the Hi.VJs and 1940s. which 
struggled, often savagely, against 
the British and the Arabs in the pur- 
suit of independence. “Yet »c 
never had it so good as under the 
British during the Mandate — so 
mush security and (for those days) 
nmc nit well-being But we didn't 
have what we wanted, however ‘il- 
lopicallv — Jewish sovereignty 

YESHAYAIU. 1.1:1 HO WITZ was horn 
in Riga. Latvia in 1*103. the son of 
a prosperous umber merchant, and 
had prisatc tutors before starting 
high school. He was lucky, he says, 
in that this coincided with the 
German occupation of Riga in 1917. 
He was thus able to complete a 
German matriculation before he 
fled with his family to Ger- 
many after World War I. 
Leibowitz mentions the ill-fated, 
ultra-liberal Weimar society with 
nostalgia and, perhaps, a no(l,,of 
respect. “They even gave me 
German citizenship when I finished 
my studies.” he says, with the 
grateful wonder of the stateless. 

After completing a Ph.D. in 
chemistry, he worked as an instruc- 
tor in the University of Berlin white 
studying medicine. He left Ger- 
many. upon Hitler's assumption of 
power in 1933. and completed his 
M.D. — “just for the knowledge" 
— at the University of Basle before 
■ immigrating to Palestine arid joining 
the stafT of the Hebrew University, 
He never practised medicine, 

1 "Religion. s‘ays Leibowitz, 
“must remain in perpetual opposi- 
tion to the political realm: it must 
conserve the nation’s spiritual 
•values and protect them from the 
secular rulers or the country, and 
from their ambition." He 
denounces Israel's religious 
political parties, saying that they 
have injected religion into politics, 
with the consequent corruption of 
both. 

Leibowitz is now working on two 
books — a sequel to his Judaism In 
the State of Israel and a collection of 
his radio broadcasts or exegesis on 
the Tora. "I hope I live long enough 
to complete them," he says. 


the IDF — that Is, (he killing' of among them. ' 

1981 THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION pAGE *3 



PROFILE 


SUMMER 1981 marks the end of 
an era. The country's two most im- 
portant spokesmen, Dan Pattir at 
the Prime Minister’s Office and 
Nafatali Lavie at the Foreign 
Ministry, have left their posts after 
long years of service. 

"End of an era" will perhaps 


New ‘envoy’ to 
New Yorit Jewry 


sound over-dramatic to" many , P . ft 
readers. It is a term usually reserved f* ter 11 years as a key spokesman in the Alignment and 

moving on of two jour nalista-tumed- _ T r °k for the post of Israel s consul-general in 

middle-ranking-civil-servants to New York. David Landau writes Of Lavie’s career nftho 
new phases m their careers, skills he brought to demanding duties. ’ J 


new phases in their careers. 

Pattir is doing research into the 
peace process at a prestigious 
Washington institute; Lavie took up 
his appointment at the end of last 
month as Israel's consul-general in 
New York. 

But "end of an .era" is no exag- 
geration in the case of Pattir and 
Lavie, as scores of newsmen in 
Israel and abroad will readily con- 
firm. Indeed, the very fact that the 
public is not fully aware of their key 
roles is itself, perhaps paradoxically, 
a testimony to their effectiveness in 
their difficult jobs. 

“SpokcBmansaid” used to be a 
Goon Show-type irreverence 

?wu-° l ! n S lhc grey ciphers of 
Whitehall, and no doubt of other 
chanceries, whose function would 
be to mouth their masters' state- 
ments. Nowadays, the masters often 
like to do their own mouthing, in 
front of TV cameras. This is par- 
ticularly the case in Israel, with its 
one TV channel and huge nightly 
captive audience. 

The spokesman's role has 
become less public — but much 
more important (if he enjoys his 
political master's confidence). 
News-management in the media age 
is a subtle professional skill. A dis- 
creet briefing, a well-planted leak, 
an. ostensibly Casual tip — each of 
ihese, if played properly, can have 
major impact on the moulding of 
events. 

Naftali Lavie, after M years of 
high-level spokesmanship, and Dan 
Pattir after seven, were masters of 
the game, ruefully recognized as 
such by their peers at the White 
House the State Department, or 
the Abdeen Palace in Cairo. 

As a teenager. Naftali Lau (as he 
Vbas before Hebraizing his name) 
showed incredible bravery in saving 
his little brother and himself from 
death during the Holocaust. (The 
brother, Yisrael Lau, is now chief 
rabbi of Netanya, a popular TV per- 
sonality. and widely considered a 
likely future Chief Rabbi of Israel). 

Nafatali's experiences in 
B uchcnwald were a formative and 
lasting influence on his personality 
and his outlook on lire. When he 
returned to Europe in the late '40s, 
as an agent of the "Mossad Le Aliya 
Bet." his aim, he says, was revenge. 
Not revenge by dealing death, but 
by saving Jewish lives and 
reconstructing them through the 
Zionist solution. 

This stark consciousness of what 
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v nE e of the £* h J 0alei Aguda wh0 set hi "i up as parliamentary 
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those heady years. In 1975, he wrote 
a retrospective article criticizing 
Dayan for not standing up to Gojda 
and the others in the early '70s and 
fighting for his interim Suez 
withdrawal plan. He says he made 
the same criticism directly and 
openly to Dayan at the time. But 
Dayan's answer then (as later) was, 
“What would you have me do? 
Resign? Would that serve any pur- 
pose?” 

Lavie says he kept his cool, too, 
during the dark days of October 
1973. "On the fifth day of the war I 
went to Dayan and told him out- 
right "The prevailing mood in the 
country blames you. ..I think you 
ought to resign." Dayan went to 
Golda and “offered his 
resignation," in the literal sense of 
fhe term. She declined his “offer." 

Spokesman lo Defence Minister 
Shimon Peres in the aftermath of 
the Y om Kippur War was an 
I altogether different assignment, 
with much less glamour and much 
more grit. 

Looking back today, Lavie says 
Peres was "brilliant” at rebuilding 
and rehabilitating the stricken 
defence establishment. He recalls 
the minister's snap visits to 
yamachim (emergency arsenals), his 
enlistment of volunteer actuaries 
and top administrators to help the 
army set its house in order, his long 
hours devoted to detailed work, and 
his close involvement in the expan- 
sion of the military industries as a 
key development in the wake of the 
war. "He was the right man for the 
job at that time," Lavie sums up. 

THE SPOKESMAN takes no 
responsibility for what many people 
feel was Peres’ poor public image at 
the lime of the 1977 election. 
Indeed, he flatly denies that Peres’ 
image was poor at all. "On the con- 
trary, it whs excellent. ..The problem 
only began with the publication [in 
19781 of Rabin's book. 1 think Peres 
over-reacted to Rabin's allegations; 
so did the parly as a whole. Rabin 
wrote as an embittered, disap. 
pointed politician. Peres, as a politi- 
cian too, should know how to cope 
with such challenges." 

By the same token, Lavie denies 
the allegations in the book, expres- 
sed and implied, against himself. 
Rabin depicted Lavie as Peres' 
hatchet-man in the then-defence 
minister's “constant undermining" 
of the then-prime minister. 

I really didn't do anything that 
was not legitimate. 1 never, for in- 


discussed the work at the time sav- „ l *| e 11 Moshe Dayan finally to W a foreign newsman that 

ing "I am afraid there will he need JJP. ed hl , m 10 bccome Defence * had a low opinion of Rabin, though 
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meats on the -Jordan, surveillance 
flights over Lebanon. 

His Zionism in fact preceded the 
Holocaust. His father, Rabbi 
Moshe Haim Lau of Pietrokow, was 


LwtotouVdTw liute* difficulty 

was moved to V,enna. where “selling" them selectively to the As Pere,-. 

- As Pcress mam image-maker 


MordeXfnen ArT n * P cfV, C se,,in * thcm to the 

heuHw .k a ? A o {,aler of El A1) mcdia al homc a nd abroad, 
headed the Aliya Bel operation. His "He never told me what to say in 


th As , Pcr . es s main image-maker 
La i * can hardly ignore the 
!PL s ! mply ,*hrug them off. 


Moshe Haim Lau of Pietrokow, was headed the Ai; un d.,- ... 

one of those all-loo-rare leaders of adventures in occuDied^rmsTnv^ 8 He never told me what to say in Tacts or simply a hn,» Th""' *Vr 
pre-war Polish Orthodoxy who ,„JnB so many words " Lavie recalls. "We There are those ,? Cm off ’ 

"couBci/or ,he ,,urr ° r rr ^ nS i h „ ai e ^s own 

Sages"J with .broad secular educa- Moroec^'oC Fra " Ce ' Pr ° Ce ” ini SlS thTai r ' ik ' bal, °° ni ' mZStSZZSA ST. T«f‘ 

rtr'xrr r ^ ^ ,ts iod , ay ihai ba ffi h p^ a J p ^ SS: 

* T n e [urned a B ain to Mintz. retained his perspective, even in wheeler-dealer an ,nvclerat o 


In those years when the ne ace 
process was just beginning Jnd Cr 
Henry Kissinger, one often wo B ^ 
dered just where Naftali Lavie 
stood, and where his briefings and 
judicious tips were intended to lead 
One wondered to what extent he 
spoke for Peres, and to what extent 
he spoke as he wished Peres would 
speak. u 

Today He says expansively that he 

"wasn’t in conflict with the bub 
position of the government; but I 
had reservations about the tactics. I 
was against giving up the oil. I was 
against over-hurried concessions to 
Kssinger. ' 

Very probably his thoughts and 
feelings al the time were heavily j n . 
fluenced by Moshe Dayan who. m 
in the political wilderness, was snip, 
mg at the interim agreement and 
urging Israel not to negotiate with 
Egypi without somehow drawing 
Syria, too, into the interim agree- 
ment framework. 

For Lavie, though he faithfulh 
put his energies and intellect to 
work for Shimon Peres, had left hit 
heart with Moshe Dayan (where it 
remains to the present day). 

This situation was regularized in 
June 1977. when Dayan found 
himself in power once again, in the 
first Begin government, and im- 
mediately summoned a willing 
Lavie from Defence to the Foreign 
Ministry. 

From then on, and particularly 
until Dayan resigned in October 
1979. Lavie’s Wbrk was intimately 
bound up with the peace process 
and with Dayan's and the ministry’s 
role in it. Arguably we are too close 
to the events lo make even tentative 
judgements. According to Dayan, in 
hi.s recent hook, he made the peace 
single-handed (while fending affin- 
l eric re nee from Begin and others). 
According to F.zer Weizmnn, into 
rceem hook, Dayan was negative or 
passive during the early crucial 
months while lie, Weizntan, kept 
the flume alive. Later. Dayan busied 
himself with the paperwork and 
legal minutiae. Begin, it should be 
noted, has yet to have his soy. 

At any rate. Lavie notched up 
some noble feats of spokesmanship 
during this period — especially dur- 
ing the Leeds Castle conference in 
the summer of 1978. which Dayan 
saw as a turning point in the peace 
process. There, and later nl Blair 
House, Lavie tried to keep one step 
ahead of the American and Egyp* 
liun spokesmen, in the knowledge 
that the sympathetic car of the U.S. 
media correspondents was a vital 
asset for Israel. 

Remarkably, Luvic reached a 
new peak of professionalism under 
Yitzhak Shamir, the minister he wai 
least close to and least familiar with. 
He suddenly found himselfless in- 
volved personally — and politically, 
of course — with his boss, and was 
able to devote more time and 
-thought to the policies, and to the 
ministry itself. 

A survivor if ever there was one. 
Lavie made it his business early on 
to catch the eye of the prime 
minister, and to obtain from Begin* 
firm undertaking to back him for 
the New York cbnsulate-genersl 
This post, ambassador in effect to 
the largest Jewish community In the 
world, should suit Lavie perfectly- It 
requires, after all, a generaous en- 
dowment of diplomatic acumen, 
public relations skill, intense Jewish 
consciousness and quintessential 
Zionist commitment. 

“After il years of being 
‘somebody’s man’ — and I've en- 
joyed every minute of them — ' J 
want to be my own man at last," 
Lavie told a farewell gathering 
before he left for New York. 0 . 
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1 BECAME an oleft hadash (new im- 
migrant) in the early months of this 
year, and as I moved from step to 
step in the settling process, I found 
myself wondering what took me so 
long. Why is it that so many on the 
verge of aliya are reluctant to make 
the final move and why do so many 
come here with such high hopes 
soon contemplate a quiet return? 

I have been in Jewish public life 
all my mature years — as a rabbi, an 
army chaplain, a DP camp head, 
then as initiator of Israel Bond 
drives in major cities of the U.S., 
Canada, Latin America and 
Europe. I have been in a position to 
study the mentality of world Jewry 
as few others could and have had to 
find ways of motivating people of 
diverse backgrounds on Israel's 
behalf. 

Over the past few months, I found 
myself pondering the question from 
a new perspective. Why has the 
yeoman effort for aliya shown so lit- 
tle success and, when Israel has so 
much more lo offer the new im- 
migrant than it did 20 or 30 years 
ago, why is immigration so rare and 
emigration so prevalent? 

The issue is so vital for Israel that 
the quest for solutions has been 
endless. Nonetheless, I want to sug- 
gest an approach which arises from 
grassroots experience. I also want to 
makc several concrete suggestions. 

First, a basic principle which 
should bc obvious but which seems 
thus fur to have been entirely missed 
— namely, that aliya is not an 
institutional matter but a personal 
matter and is evoked not by con- 
science hut by desire. 

One may donate money for 
reasons of conscience, send 
children lo Hebrew school, Rttcnd 
synagogue — even fly El Al. But 
one does not move to a faraway 
country for reasons or conscience 
any more than one marries for 
reasons of conscience. 

In fact, to invoke conscience 
where there should be desire stands 
a good chance of weakening the 
relationship. 

If this is so then the entire ap- 
proach lo aliya, starting with the ad- 
monition of David Ben-Gurion that 
one isn’t a Zionist unless one makes 
aliya — lei alone his request that 
every family send al least one child 
to Israel — was of questionable 
value. 

By the same token, persuading 
national institutions to pass resolu- 
tions favouring aliya is an exercise in 
futility. Aside from the hollowness 
of having leaders preach what they 
are not prepared lo practise, it in- 
stitutionalizes what is a very per- 
sonal matter and all it can ac- 
complish is applause from the 
audience — - before the next order of 
business is placed on the agenda. 

THERE IS another approach — 
just as unavailing, particularly in the 
case of American Jews. This is to in- 
ject the fear of anti-Semitism, or to 
tell Americans that they can't be 
free except in Israel. 

Even if it were true — and there is 
an element of truth in il — it is ill- 
received when coming from an 
Israeli, especially when the issue is 
aliya. It is like proposing to a girl — 
n <H with affection but by telling her 
what an awful homc environment 
she would be escaping. 

Americans who encounter social 
or professional anti-Semitism tend 
lo be of the executive-suite class — 
and they are the least likely group to 
consider aliya; while the religious 
Jews, for whom there is no environ- 
ment like Israel, do not have lo be 
told. 

Then there is the matter of emis- 
saries — and why, with the best of 


Immigration in 
the Eighties 

How can aliya be increased, absorption im- 
proved? Aharon Kahan considers the (nvolvement 
of Diaspora Jewry with Israel and then suggests 
how these ties can give impetus to immigration. 
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"Israel, considered militarily to be the sixth most powerful nation 
on earth, wilt never shed the poor-relation image as long as people 
are asked to contribute directly to the state — and nothing can be 
worse for aliya . " 


intentions, they have such little suc- 
cess. Strange as it may sound, 
promoting aliya is not a task for an 
Israeli ■— and the reason is fairly 
simple:' aliya is so deep and so per- 
sonal that it is almost like a conver- 
sion, and Jews never responded lo 
missionaries. 

The impulse for aliya does not 
have to be religious, though it is by 
far the most compelling motivation; 
il has, however, to be seff-impelled 
and comes through a sense or in- 
volvement; the history, the land, the 
people — ail of which are spiritual 
matters which call for someone near 
and close with whom to counsel. 

Certainly, such efforts as quickie- 
visits or aliya caravans are a total 
waste. At best they are side-shows, 
completely out of place where a 
step as serious as aliya is involved. 

WHICH BRINGS up the matter of 
absorption. Israeli society, as il is 
presently constituted, does not pre- 
sent the most compelling reason for 
an American to settle in Israel. 

Israel is a society-in-the-making, 
inevitably filled with many 
problems. It has, however, given 
Jews through the world new status 
and new self-respect, which can 
evoke in many a desire to be part of 
this historic renaissance. But ways 
must be found to give the immigrant 
a feeling of being part of this drama; 
at least as he did before coming 
here — a situation which those 
responsible for absorption haven’t 
begun to tackle. 

To come to Israel and remain a 
stranger can be less spiritually 


rewarding than remaining in the 
Diaspora and working for Israel. 

Before proposing what may be an 
effective aliya programme, thought 
should be given lo a related matter 
— that of Israel's image abroad, 
which inevitably affects aliya. I 
refer lo the position of oraganized 
Israeli charity in American Jewish 
life. 

After World War II. the 
Holocaust, the DP camps and an 
aroused Jewish conscience, UJA 
raised unprecedented sums for 
Israel. The slogan was, "Give and 
They Live." 

When Israel fought for and at- 
tained statehood, there was a new 
dimension to Jewish identity and 
the outpouring of assistance kept 
setting new records. The slogan 
remained on the same lines: "Your 
Donation is Israel’s Life!” 

When Israel Bonds came Into be- 
ing, though Bonds were a loan, the 
balllecry was again that of 
impending catastrophe. Human 
nature being what it is, nothing 
evokes action as does the call of an 
emergency, and this theme was un- 
derscored from year lo year. 

Israel was projected as a proud, 
deserving charity on the brink of 
disaster, and people responded. 

Zionism as a movement practical- 
ly disappeared and the heroes of 
American Jewish lire were the 
larger donors and purchasers. 

If you gave enough or bought 
enough, you could become a Guar- 
dian of Israel, a Trustee of Israel, a 
Prime Minister Club member — 
and even have a high-ranking Israeli 


official come to pay you honour. 

By contrast, if you decided to 
make aliya, your friends con- 
gratulated you and you quietly left. 

In all fairness, it must bc 
remembered that in the early Fifties, 
Israel's finances were in fact in a 
constant state of emergency. For a 
country with a S370 million budget, 
550 million from UJA and a similar 
amount from Bonds, each covered 
some 15 per cent of Israel's budget, 
and everything possible was done to 
encourage more and more 
philanthropy — and since being a 
charity recipient was traditional in 
the Yishuv of old, no one gave it a 
second thought. 

THE SCENE changes. It is now 
1981 and several basic facts in 
Israel’s financial and political life 
have changed. Israel’s budget in 
1980 was about S20 billion, com- 
pared to which UJA's 5400 million 
covered some 2 per cent while 
regular Bond sales of SI 36 million in 
the U.S. came to less than 1 per 
cent, which is part-philanthropy 
when Bonds arc 15-year loans nt 4 
per cent, while commercial interest 
rales are closer to 20 per cent. 

Which nil means that after 33 
years of statehood, Israel still allows 
itself to be considered a charity case 
— and that cun bc counter- 
productive. 

J onlan receives a far greater 
percentage of its income from 
foreign sources, but not from in- 
dividuals, for which reason Jordan 
docs not appear :is an object of 
charity. 

By contrast, Israel, considered 
militarily to he the sixth most 
powerful nation on earth, with a 
GNP of over billion, will never 
shed the poor-relation image as lone 
as }«cuple sur asked to amirihuic 
directly to she siaic — am) nothing 
can be worse for aliya. 

Perhaps it is lime Ihai assistance 
lo Israel is directed in specific pro- 
jects and institutions rather than to 
the country its a whole. Then Israel 
would cease to appear as a would- 
be nation. Humanitarian, cultural 
and religious causes throughout the 
world are endowed by foreign and 
native contributors alike, and so can 
it bc with UJA. With regard to 
Israel Bonds, the interest rate 
should approximate what American 
banks pay and a Bonds purchaser 
would then consider it a privilege to 
use Israel as his “personal bank.” 

Moreover, leave bank bans to 
the Finance Ministry, which is 
capable of negotiating such matters 
directly, rather than having Bonds 
representatives scurrying around 
for relative dribs and drabs at prime 
rates, giving the impression of sup- 
plicants in the eyes of banks and the 
public alike. 

THE MATTER of U.S. assistance 
lo Israel comes under a different 
heading altogether, though this, too. 
is misunderstood because of the 
"beggar" image generally created. 

The U.S. contributes some $60 
billion a year to NATO, plus some 
340,000 troops — all regarded as 
mutual defence against Soviet 
Russia. One does not have lo be an 
international strategist to recognize 
(hat Israel is the most dependable 
bulwark against a Soviet onslaught 
in the Middle East — ■ and Israel is 
allotted some 52 billion, a good part 
of which is in the form of a loan. 

Moreover, Israel asks for no 
foreign troops and actually spends 
one third of its own budget on 
defence — which is about three 
times as much as it receives from all 
charities, loans and grants com- 
bined. 

So, Suggestion Number One is 


Published weekly: September 13-19, 1981 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


that Israel as a nation must get out 
of the "schnor” business; and the 
fact that UJA funds are funnelled 
through the Jewish Agency makes 
little difference because it is the 
overall image that counts and UJA 
is thought to be a direct contribu- 
tion to Israel. 

This is not good for Israel's self- 
respect or for its image in the eyes 
of the world, among both Jews and 
non-Jews. 

Instead, Israel should reach out 
to world Jewry not on a 
philanthropic basis, but as partners 
in special projects. 

This would mean educating the 
public as to Israel's growth and 
development and evoking warm 
personal response — a highly 
laudable objective in itself. 

Which raises Suggestion Number 
Two: Establish an on-going tie 
between Israel and American Jews 
by concentrating Israeli activities, 
especially aliya, in the synagogues 
of America, the true kehiht (com- 
munities) of American Jewry. 

There arc over 3,000 congrega- 
tions in the U.S., and they are 
almost all dedicated to Israel’s sur- 
vival. 

Moreover, for the most part they 
ure fully staffed institutions, eager 
and able lo perform a service for 
Israel, particularly if they were 
recognized in that capacity. 

The idea is to accord rabbis some 
form of official status, particularly 
as regards aliya. 

Rabbis of whatever denomination 
have the background, the com- 
munal receptivity anil the personal 
relations lo pursue the initiative. 
And the rabbi is the one person 
wbo.se ■.•spousal of alis.i appears 
quite natural, even if lie himself 
hasn't made ulo.t Se^ause the ver> 
nature •>!' his call mi’ makes him tin 
appropriate leader of Judaism and- 
the Jewish people wherever he 
functions. 

Give rabbis comprehensive orien- 
tation on tlte evolving Israeli scene 
and accord them some form of of- 
ficial recognition — and an entirely 
new aliya scene will emerge. 

If not all rabbis volunteer, 
selected ones in every community 
will come forward and for them it 
will be a labour of love. In addition, 
u person in that position can initiate 
many essential aliya projects, not 
the least of which could be a 
mortgage fund for new immigrants. 
a basic necessity which Israel seems 
unable to provide.. 

And. incidentally, if such ties 
were in existence, the entire "Who 
is a Jew" question would have 
another dimension because all 
American synagogues would be of- 
ficial conduits for Israel. 

A THIRD suggestion is that the 
biblical custom of aliya I'regel 
should be revived and given sub- 
stance. This would give rise to a 
category which can be known as 
Aliya L' regel Sabbaticals, whereby a 
person could come to Israel for a 
year's sojourn without commitment 
and if he feels it is riot for him, he 
would not have lhe stigma of a 
yored. 

In fact. I would accord such a 
person a Teudat Oleh Regel. and let 
him leave with dignity. 

Above all. while he is in Israel, 
wavs should be found to make him 
wanted and involved. To be sure, 
this is a task for volunteers rather 
than Tor a government agency, but if 
aliya is ns vital for Israel as it is 
claimed to bc. the meat;* can be 
created without difficulty. 

ONE FURTHER suggestion — and 
this relates to the official Israeli 
< Oinilnurd un p«£r 2.1) 
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V. 


CONTROVERSY 

THE ULTRAORTHODOX riots 
over the City of David controversy, 
ana the hubbub between Moslem 
youths and yeahiva students in the 
tunnel below the Western Wall are 
harming Israeli tourist trade, says 
Tourism Minister Avraham Sharir. 
"And they make Israel’s image 
abroad look bad generally," adds 
the Liberal minister, who entered 
the cabinet for the first time after 
the June 30 elections. 

Sharir does not mince words 
criticizing the religious parties. In 
his view, their attitude explains 
most of the background to recent 
upheavals. But he stresses that his 
rebuke is not aimed at religious 
party leaders personally. 

“Ever since independence, they 
have done more in the field or 
religious legislation to impose 
restrictions on others than they 
have to protect their own circle of 
adherents,” Sharir reflects. "They 
have campaigned for additional 
laws as though they were ‘testing 
the water* regularly to find out how 
much power they wield on the 
political scene. The religious parties 
have merely done a disservice to 
religion by their behaviour." 

Sharir is convinced that govern- 
ments would have satisfied the 
needs of the observant public even 
if religious parlies had not existed in 1 
Israel. “Most non-observant Jews 1 
are not anti-religious, and public ' 


Disservice 


Tourism Minister Avraham Sharir criticizes the behaviour of the 
WafS Partl6S a " ‘ nterview with Post Knesset Reporter Asher 


funds would undoubtedly have been 
allocated to meet every religious re- 
quirement” he says. "But as things 
turned out, the pressure and extor- 
tion of these parties have created a 
built-in resistance to things 
religious, and members of the 
public who might have shown sym- 
pathy, have been turned off." 


SHARIR FEELS that the interven- 
tion of Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 
Shlomo Goren in archeological af- 
fairs merely widened an existing 
gulf between observant Israelis and 
secular Israelis. 

"He did not act as a true rabbi 
should. He magnified disunity. His 
pronouncements on television and 
elsewhere are contrary to the tradi- 
tion that the wisdom of the sages is 
delivered in a miid manner," he 
says. 

"I would not want to make trou- 
ble with any of my observant 
political colleagues, but I am con- 
vinced that the cause of religion is 



Avraham Sharir 

only harmed by the intemperate 
personal ambition of some of the 
personalities involved," he says. 

The minister emphasizes that 
even though he is not observant, he 
feels very strongly that Israel's 


special situation makes it impossible 
to separate state and religion. 

"Religion Is one of the forms of 
cement which keep us together as a 
nation during the abnormal phase 
through which we are still living, ] 
strongly believe that the role of 
religion should be upheld, although 
I am unhappy about some of those 
who claim to speak in the name of 
religion.” 

However, he cautions "some in- 
experienced colleagues within the 
Liberal Party who seek to widen ex- 
isting divisions between the obser- 
vant and the secular, in order to win 
cheap publicity." 

Sharir did not confirm my guess 
that he was referring among others 
to freshmen MFCs Dror Zaigerman 
and Dan Tichon, but he condemned 
the so-called Liberals who preach 
extremism for their personal 
political advancement.’’ 

Former chairman of the Likud 
Knesset faction before the elec- 
tions, Sharir said he condemned ex- 


— , araei5 lions, anarir said he condemned ex- he says 

Progressive Halacha ISSiSsw-t 

aul Eidelberg believes that the suonosed ennflirt 


tremism (n any political party 
from any group, “ an a 

"The goings-on in the tunn.i 
between the Western Wall anS' 
Temple Mount ar fl ann ^ 
manifestation of extremism "ft 
believes. “Tho 

the tunnel learned a bad S 
from the Jews. They would 
have behaved as they did if the! u 
not seen the ultra-OrS^ 
demonstrators creating turmoil ud 
^ng ip take the law uno their ^ 

hands, he says. "A thy 

~t? ,vinguja,u ® 

Asatsaas 

cumspectly and according to ih< 
law at every stage. Their behavlow 
he says, cannot be faulted. "Thodi.' 
should be allowed to proceed. Iftfae 
slightest proof were to exist thit 
Area G was a Jewish cemetery, ih 
matter would handed over to i 
statutory committee of thr» 
cabinet ministers. But such piri 
has not been advanced." 

Reviewing the City of David 
muddle, Avraham Sharir bclierei 
that the ministers involved could 
easily have nipped the entire affair 
m the bud if they had acted firmly 
and decisively at the outset. 

"When objections were raised to 
the dig they wavered, and their in- 
decision has caused us great harm," 
he says. 


Paul Eidelberg believes that the supposed conflict between 
science and religion is based on compartmentalized ignorance. 

.1. . . 


jjlT IS most disturbing that Israel, 
t^i threatened from without, should 
have so many divisive forces 
weakening her from within. I refer 
to the abysmal conflict now raging 
over the City of David — the 
original Jerusalem, the City of 
Peace. 


issues which confront the State of 
Israel. 

THREE PRELIMINARY remarks 
are necessary. First, there is a 
widespread prejudice that religion is 
hostile to science. It is true that the 
_ .. Catholic Church put Oiordano 

surely some prominent public Bruno to the stake and Galileo un- 
figure could have proposed, before dcr ban. Nevertheless, the initial 
now, the establishment of a national opposition to Galileo and Coper- 
committee composed of out- nicus, as well as to Darwin and 
standing men of science, Halacha Freud, came from university profes- 
and other disciplines to deal with sors * physicists, anatomists and psy- 
fhis lamentable conflict. Such a chialrists — in short. from the scien- 
committee could be empowered to establishment. 

Including tbe'rMtorS’S bf'tht stfrtd«’ mV '' 11 a ^' rarch * ° f 

City of David whose denlnrnM. Many academic dis- 

condition is a disgtace ,o the nation sifeS Nttfe'lno™’ -t'd' 

To ' ™n of science who know commoTs’ei*! 

£o^icr, 0 ™^ d ^ats^S 

& two' lhe present con- 

c « rta| n secularists and pineal of the sciences 
certain religionists is based on com- ' * ■. ■ 
part men tali zed ignorance nar- Archeology is pnmiuily a descrip- 

..t . . T . Mft live riismn in* tuSfl* 


The difference between one Jew • 
and another depends solely on the - 
degree of his adherence to the many 
precepts of the Tora. Nevertheless, WEJj 
given our present universe of dis- 
course, I shall use the term . 
"secular" when referring to those 
who have described the recent . > 

pronouncements of the rabbinate 
regarding the City of David as ' 
"medieval” or as reflecting the 
"powers of darkness." T wo _i. 




HAVING STUDIED the great 
thinkers of the Middle Ages, I 
wonder how many of our 
enlightened modernists are com- 
parable to such medievalists as 
Maimomdes, Rashi, Nachmanides, 
Halevi, al- Farabi, Averroes and 
many others that might be men- 
tioned, Jewish or non-Jewish. 

Memory is short particularly 

/ n° Se who havc sacrificed 
their intellect to the cult of moder- 

nity. They seem to have forgotten 
that we live in tho bloodiest century 
of human history — a century not 
noted for its religiosity. 

Barbarism is as old as mankind; 


Tjr* °r f “ ,, re*9 rthodox community watch the site of the con- 
troversial City of David dig in Jerusalem. 

declaim ^against the "powers of Torn without knowledge of tlw 
darkness" seem to be ignorant of sciences. Were the Vilna Gaonora 
The Gulag Archipelago. They seem Mnimonides alive today, he would 
to have forgotten that an estimated very likely have no difficulty speak- 

60 million Russians were tortured ing with our most prominent 

and murdered by secularists like physicists on their own ground. Pity 
Lenin and Stalin. one cannot sav the reverse. 


MORE ENLIGHTENING would 

ka I — I v . 


is casco on com- ... . , _,<■ . , , - w>vu U , ul tauury • 

partmentalized ignorance nar- Archeology is primarily a descrip- 0 ’■‘“nan .history — a century not teenage prostiti 

row ness of mind end on the lack of l u Ve d l sc ! pl,ne with vei 7 little n °tcd for ns religiosity. American dee 

generosity of feeling that usually a'c* ?,S orct ^ a , ?. onlcnt compared to Kll f, ® r . lsm is 83 ° ld 88 mankind; pornography, 

companies religious as well a* ‘ ° . ® r disciplines.. This is not to 1 8 this century it is armed with man age of da 
secular parochialism minimize the important contribu- technique — that is, 'with science and ' of secularism. 

As one who has taught American U °U 8 , w 5! eh areheologfsts ; havcj Jeehncilogy. I fully Advocate the ad- ' ' Aa for as'ct 

constitutional law and who has 10 the slud y human history, ''ancement of scidnce arid Concerned, m 


be the example of secular America. 
Let thoughtful secularists reflect on 
the increasing rate of teenage 
crime, teenage drug addiction, 
teenage prostitution and tfie rest of 
Amencan decadence, from pop to 
pornography. If ever mankind lived 
in an age of darkness, it is in this age 


As one who has taught American 5f eh _ jrehedlog&ts 'have 

constitutional law and who has Slu ? yof human history, 

studied other legal systems, I know u What 'S ery . P eo P Ie realize, 
of no other which is more rational. whTch^JsV^ 1 the , 0nlydisci P Iinc 
more comprehensive, more humaSe IFSSLrf 1 lKe < 5r f ti « l 

and progressive than the Halacha. th ® HatadS fh P , hy -“ ,s 

Hence, I am. appalled at the H er lviniihf d ,’ the log,c un_ 

vituperation that has been directed Halacha b ° f m* 

against Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren of ISt* *5? mU,ti ’ 

who. I must also admit, has mis- advanced ft 3 ?’ th f, m f osl 
handled the conflict in question, mnTeirfcw me! S U r f( T’ 
damaging Israel’s dignity on which Halacha' *« masters of the 

depends, to no small extent, her T h i -h’ flCCor dino n. i 

physical security. ^[ dn8 , t0 Dr - Chaim 

*z y a j'Z':Lr a fTi g 'i 


vancement of science arid 
technology; but let us not forget 
that the most advanced scientific 
and technological society was Ger- 
many before and during the reign of 
Hitler. 

Neither should we forget that 
Heidegger, believed by many to be 
the greatest philosopher of this cen- 
tury, was a Nazi. And we 
should not forget that this same 
cultured Germany precipitated the 
two world wars of this century, in- 
cluding the Holocaust. 


As far as ' contemporary Israel ' is 
concerned, much blame must be 

placed at the door of the rabbinate. 

I ne rabbinate has generally failed 
o provide the Intellectual — to say 
he moral — leadership 

wV S d u the Jewish aa 8« of old. 
We shou d recall here the intellec- 
tual qualifications required of the 

nnl b ir° r °f i he Sa nhedrln - not 
ete Cd | C 0f ** the °retlcal 
Scienn J. hC Tt P* but ^ of thc 

mathemV .1 8Uch M “tronomy, 
and anatomy, medicine 


Germany’s inhumanity Is equal- "W hatadOc ques- 

led only by that of the Soviet Union, 1 ?! JL“" 0t ** r Wy decided. 

a thoroughly secular state, introductin?^ °i Vi,na put h in hl * 
Enlightened secularists who Cm l ° Euc,id ' ono C8nnot 
nave 100 Per cent understanding of 
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it of sciences. Were the Vilna Gaon or u 
seem Mnimonides alive today, he woulc 
rated very likely have no difficulty speak- 
ured ing with our most profflineo* 
like physicists on their own ground. Pil) 
one cannot say the reverse. 

In any event let us not make 
ould science a sacred cow. It Is nol 
rica. science that (caches us about right 
1 on and wrong, about the beautiful and 
iage the ugly, about the noble and the 
ion, base. It is not science that teaches 
t of children to honour their parents and 
p to teachers. Still, the Halacha has a 
ived profound interest in encouraging 
age ,he progfess of science, inclitfty 
archeology. . " ' . 

fcl is In the words of the prophet, Wj 
be reason with one anotner. Let law 
ate. establish a national interdlsciplinitf 
iled committee to overcome — . or d 
say least mitigate — the so-caM 
ship secular/religious conflict, a confl^ 
old. l hat weakens our people and i“‘ 
'tec- prepares them for the perilous yean 
the ahead. 

not To those who stand above party, 
leal who earnestly seek the truth, it can 
the he shown that there is no confradic* 
ny, lion between science and Tora, 
ine Indeed, it is Israel’s historic purpose 
dge to make this clear to mankind in. 
les- ways yet unheard of. Lei light coma 
forth from Jerusalem, the City of 
his David and Solomon, 
not The author ts professor of pol&jW 1 
; of science at Bar- flan University. 
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RELIGION 


Two New Testament dramas 


CH R! ST IANS of many 
backgrounds have acclaimed two 
new dramatic presentations based 
on the life of Jesus, which were in- 
augurated in Jerusalem and just out- 
; aide Bethlehem recently. 

When it was discovered that one 
, pf the two productions was to be 
called The Passion play cf Jerusalem, 
the initial reaction was one of con- 
sternation because of the horror of 
persecution and death which -sot 
many such plays provoked in the 
past. The opening performance, 
however, served largely to allay 
these fears. 

The Passion Play of Jerusalem, 
produced and directed by a gifted 
American composer-conductor, 
Fracisco De Araujo, was presented 
four nights a week at a specially 
built outdoor amphitheatre behind 
the Church of St. Peter en Gal- 
licantu on the slopes of Ml. Zion. 
The site of the performances — 
next to the historic staircase up 
which Jesus may havc been brought 
to Caiaphas’s residence, with the 
Temple Mount visible in the 
background — is in itself highly 
dramatic. 

The - superb music and sound 
system, the colourful costumes, the 
excellent acting, and the outstand- 
ing direction combined to make 
it an unforgettable and inspiring 
evening for Christian pilgrims. 

This is not Oberammergau 
revisited. It is a unique combination 
of drama, with flashbacks to earlier 
events in Jesus' public ministry, 
tableaux in which the action is 
"frozen" during the rendering of an 
appropriate musical piece related to 


CHRISTIAN COMMENT 
OIKOUMENIKOS 

the scene, and a narration and 
musical score that climaxes with the 
resurrection and Handel's Hallelu- 
jah chorus. 

The Nativity Play of Bethlehem was 
presented on two nights a week in 
Shepherds' Fields, in the township 
of Beit Sahour, about two 
kilometres from the Basilica of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem. 

There is humour in the scene 
related to the crowded inn, beauty 
and dignity in the representation of 
Mary, tension in the portrayal of 
Roman oppression and the un- 
predictable anger of Herod, and in- 
spiration in the splendid selection of 
Christmas music which has been so 
superbly orchestrated. 

PRODUCER Francisco De Araujo 
brought unusual creative gifts to 
this challenging opportunity. He has 
already won critical acclaim for 
concerts he has conducted in most 
of the major concert halls of the 
United States, Europe and Asia. 

Dr. Araujo also has demonstrated 
his sensitivity to the local situation. 
He wus well aware that passion 
plays in the past have been the 
seedbed of anti-Semitism, pogroms 
and tragic massacres. The printed 
programme for the passion play 
states: "Wc believe it is time to bury 
forever the distorted notion that any 
one race or group of people should 
be blamed generally for the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. One of 


the aims of The Passion Play of 
Jerusalem is to be true to the Bible 
in showing that no one group of 
people can continue to be accused 
for the death of Christ ... Proper 
Christian doctrine holds that if 
there is responsibility to be charged 
for the death if Christ, it should be 
laid on all humanity." 

Gregory Strom played the role 
of Jesus with cosiderable skill. 
He was supported by a core 
group of professional actors from 
North America and by a well- 
chosen cast of over a hurifired 
Christian Arabs and internationals 
from the Jerusalem and Bethlehem 
areas. Rochelle Zaltzman's 
costumes and Shlomo Liebowitz's 
set design enhanced the production. 
CERTAIN ASPECTS of the two 
dramas stirred criticism. One 
Israeli observer was heard to 
remark that he wished Jesus had ; 
been much darker and "more 
Semitic looking." With the mul- 
tiplicity of modern language transla- 
tions or the New Testament, the use 
of selected quotations from the 
King James Version brought com- 
ments from others. 

There is no mob scene. The 
powers of evil are represented by 
"tormentors" in several scenes, 
clearly symbolizing a destructive 
and demonic presence which 
ultimately leads to Jesus’ execu- 
tion, hut there is no crowd before 
Pilule. 

The two sound and light celebra- 
tions. which are geared especially 
for Christian pilgrims, arc expected 
to run through the last week in Oc- 
tober. 



A scene from ‘The Passion Play of Jerusalem 1 


(Mejerou iui 


Portion of the week: Kt Tavo. Deut. 
26.1-24,7, The verse discussed is 
26.15. 

ONE OF the many references to the 
Land of Israel as “a land flowing 
with milk and honey’’ occurs in the 
portion for this Sabbath. The con- 
census is unanimous in the Talmud, 
as has often been pointed out in this 
column, that the “honey" is not a 
product of bees but the juice ex- 
uding from ripe dates. The rabbinic 
literature also mentions devash 
charuvlm, carob honey, which is 
justified by the juicy nature of that 
tree’s ripe pods. 

The carob, It is sad to say, has 
been the victim of discrimination. It 
is not referred to even once in the 
Bible, though the tree is indigenous 
to Israel. The Talmud singles it out 
as a typical poor man’s fruit, 
available to alt from wild-growing 
trees. 

The Talmud twice mentions the 
carob as the sole means of sub- 
sistence of two eminent sages. The 
Holy One blessed be He, the 


A typical poor man’s fruit 


TORA AND FLORA 
L.I. Rabinowltz 

Talmud states, declared, “The 
whole world is sustained through 
the merits or My son Hanina, yet he 
subsists on one kab of carobs during 
the whole week" (Berpchot 17b). 
This was a case of voluntary 
asceticism. Simeon Bar Yohai and 
his son, in hiding for 13 years from 
the Romans, subsisted solely on 
carobs (Shabbat 33b), and the 
mid rash. (Gen. R. 79.6) states that 
this restricted diet produced sores 
on their bodies. 

THE FINAL disparagement of the 
carob appears in a passage of the 
Jerusalem Talmud, in a discussion 
of whether the etrog Is one of the 
four species ordained to be taken on 
sukkot. The possibility that the 
"fruit of the goodly tree” might be 
the carob is dismissed by the state- 
ment that "Us foliage may be good- 
ly, but not its fruit" (T.J. Sukkot 
42d). 


Asa confirmed carob addict, I re- 
ject this statement. The carob has 
become part of my "daily portion,” 
and I have an easy way of refreshing 
the dried fruit as needed. For sen- 
timental reasons, I always gather 
some of the fruit of a magnificent 
tree in the Jerusalem Forest said to 
be 2,000 years old. It is called the 
carob of Onias^he Miracle Worker, 
because , that Rjp Van Winkle of the 
Talmud supposedly slept under it 
for 70 years (Ta'anit 23a). The 
carob, of course, was also a 
traditional fruit to eat on Tu 
Bishvat for the Jews of Eastern 
Europe, possibly because it can be 
preserved so well. 

Naturally it was upsetting for me 
to find that in the beautifully 
produced, and otherwise complete- 
ly acceptable, Trees and Shrubs in 
Israel by S. Berlinger and Z. Silbers- 
teln, published by the Haifa 
Municipality's department of 
Education (1962), the authors 
comment that the carob 's juicy pods 
are "regarded as a delicacy by bats, 
goats and cattle." Maybe that 
makes me batty or bestial. 
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RENT: 4-room furnished fill for Orthodox. 
Ahuza, near university. P.O.B. 8094, 31080 
Haifa, or London. 904-3 476. 

HERZLIYA 


WHERE TO STAY 


SERVICED APARTMENTS for rent. 5hort 
ierm. Special arrangements for long lerm. 
Herzllya Heights, Tel. 052-38144, 4 Rchov 
EI-AI Hrrzliysi 


REALTY 


ABEL -REALTY FLATS, shops, offices. 6 
King Oeorge Street, Jerusalem. 


DWELLINGS 
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AMBASSADOR REAL ESTATE offers 
quality flats in Jerusalem. Rehavla — 2 rooms 
from 550,000. 4 rooms from 5120,000. We can 
find you an apartment suitable to your needs 
and budget. 23 Ramban Street. Jerusalem. 
Tel. 02-639164. 

RENTAL. REHAVIA Luxurious 2 
bedrooms, fumfihed. Terrace with view. 
Healing, telephone. Long lerm only. 
Jerusalem (02) 850271, USA N.Y.-Day (2121 
355-6700 Mr. Margulics, Evening! (212) 657- 
4931. 

RAMAT ESHKOL luxury 3 bedrooms, fur- 
nished, for rent, telephone, central healing, 
washing machine. USA (212) 254-8601. 

,, ,,,,,,, HAIFA 

VILLA. NEAR CENTRAL Mi. Carmel. 
Lovely 2-bedroom apartment. Fully furnished. 
Year’s lease. Available immediately. Call 12151 
635-2742. 


BEAUTIFUL VILLAS, flail, plots - 
Herzllya. Alan Lehrer — Alon Real Estate. 3 
Hacongress St., Herzliya Pituah, 46 663. 


r.i.u.ii JJjR u jn j,,,,,,. ,, , 

LARGE CONDOMINIUM, furnished On 
(he beach. Nelanya, Israel for rent. Call even- 
ings (213) 664-7825. 

NETANYA QUALITY reasonably priced ser- 
viced holiday apartments. David GafTan. 
P.O.B. 3055. Nelanya. Tel. 053-39372. after 
hours 053-52116- 

NETANYA — furnished seafront apartments 
and villas, available all year round. David Gaf- 
fan. P.O.B. 3055. Nelanya. 


FLAT EXCHANGES 

EUROPEANS-AMERICANS interested in 
exchanging flats with Israeli families during 
vacations write: S.E.L.F. International Flat 
Exchange. 26 Rahel lmenu, 93228 Jerusalem. 


PERSONAL 


COMMUNICATION for Jewish angles, all 
ages, throughout the world. Shiluv Organiza- 
tion. POB 61 W. Tel Aviv 

ISRAELI If. 381. intelligent, attractive, excel- 
lent figure, seeks similar, well established, age 
40 — 48 for companionship, view marriage 
VP 376.19. POB 81. Jerusalem 


Israeli Computer Company with unique product and its own 
marketing company in Europe seeks 

INVESTORS 

for its expansion. Required capital: 
$250,000—5600,000 
For information: 

address In Israel: P.O.B. 7013. Haifa 

addra88 In Belgium: . 

T. Patteat, Morckhovenlei 90 
2200 Borgarhout Tal. 031-217798 


TO LET 

FOR TOURISTS IN ISRAEL 

In JERUSALEM, 2-room apartment, 
furnished, , garden, convenient to 
buaei, stores, etc. Magnificent 
location, everything provided, (ldoa 
week. 

S, Summer . 

« Midbar .Mail 91 . i 
i.iBamot Eshkolt Jerusalem,,- 

, ,i;el..M-iU»n 


STAMPS OF ISRAEL’ ’ ” 
Stamps arid covers of every issue 
since IB4B For free price Hat and 
descriptions, write 
ISRAEL STAMP 
COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 864, Van Nuys, 

CA. 91408. (213) 897-6496. 


in leraal — Klryat Ono " 

18 minutes Tel Aviv, 30 mlnuleis to 
Jerusalem. Private, furnished 

HOUSE FOR RENT 

excellent condition. Modern kilflhen. 
4 bedrooms. 2V, baths, air 
conditioning, separate aueet house in 
beautiful garden. 8600 .month. 

New York (914) 366-4493. 


CONEY ISLAND 
MONUMENTS 
1640 Coney Island Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

BUY DIRECT FROM 
FACTORY AND SAVE 
<212) 998-2003 
Open Sundays. 

raw now raw mv» 


OPTOMETRIST 

Welt established practice in Beeraheba 
for lease, or profit-sharing arrangement 
-P.O.B. 8. Beershebe 84 100 Tel 0E7- 
77603 lUuemessl 057-78737 thorrie) 
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business and finance 


Sold Boneh started life as a 
building contractor. It grew and 
grew, gave many of its workers per- 
manency on the job, with fringe 
benefits and profit-sharing — as 
though they were in industrial 
employment. 

The Histadrut-owned company 
became a giant in the field, con- 
centrating on big projects. It put up 
all the country's hospitals (as prime 
contractor), all its universities, built 
most of the hotels and begat the two 
atomic research piles, not to men- 
tion roads, housing, ports, airfields. 

And then in the 1970s the volume 
of construction activity in Israel fell 
by one-third. 

Almost 50 years have passed 
since SoJel Boneh was established. 

During that period it was occupied 
with laying the foundations of the 
country. In the early 1920s the pop- 
ulation was sparse and there were 
few of the man-made amenities 
which serve a population’s needs. 

Now it has all been provided, the 
nation exists. The backlog of im- 

migrants are housed, the How of jut. 

newcomers is down to a trickle. . „ . 

Soon the latest boost to develop- Solel Boneh has put up all the 
mem, given by the redeployment of * * Jerumlem 5 Hadassah h 

the army in the Negev, will be m m ■ mm m 

finished. There is not as much Jft MVVll jd 

building to do os before. MM lllll 111 

What effect does this change AM MUllIJ 

have on Sole! Boneh? I turned to 
Ehud Shilo, one of the company’s „ , , , 

three executive directors (under aOlel Boneh, the Hist! 

chairman Shraga Rothman). The nearing 50 and is under 

last time I interviewed Shilo was in activifv in Tempi 

his capacity as director-general of activity in Israel becom 

the Transport Ministry. Now he is a ' so taking tentative S 

back in the Histadrut. heading DAVID KRIVINE civ 

economics and development in 6 

IsraePs biggest construction firm, jective of increased employment in- 
H ® w » ‘ asket * h i m - "arc you directly, by supplying the cash. 
C °«rl 8 ' • Cash is needed to prime the pump 

tmr aim is not primarily to make ™ economic activity. If jobs are not 
profits, it's to give employment. We on offer in Israel, they have to be 
cannot put our men on the streets created. Solel Boneh no lonaercon- 
just because the profits aren't com- tents itseir with looking for spon- 
ing m." he points out. Solel Boneh sors, it is becoming a sponsor itself 
had to stay in business, at a time The profits from its overseas ope ra- 
wiicn their mam function was not tions, together with funds mobilized 










s ( - 

. D -M. .*r£; 




' 'ilm-Mu. vi >f ‘ 






SoM Boneh has put up all the country's hospitals (as prime contractor) and all Its universities Picture 
shows Jerusalem's Hadassah hospital at Bin Kerem. universities, rteture 

A building giant at 50 

Sole! Boneh the Histadrut labour federation’s giant construction firm is 
nearing 50 and is undergoing a change of character at that age. With building 
®, C I 1 y , ‘. n ,s ™ el becoming limited, the company is branching out abroad and 

DAVID K B Rlv n |NF Ve • St£pS mt ° the / ield of minin S- The Jerusalem Post’s 
DAVID KRIVINE gives a profile of Solel Boneh 


fully economic. 

The first answer they came up 
with was. if we can't build at home, 


from other sources, supply the 
wherewithal. 

. R «ulls are dramatic. During the 


Ecuador. Solel Boneh put together 
the consortium that is financing the 
scheme. The Israelis are in charge 
of the building work, which requires 
the recruitment of specialized 
medical and engineering talents. 

This imaginative new approach in 
Solel Boneh may spark a break with 
conventional thinking elsewhere, 
notably in the hide-bound govern- 
ment departments. Here is an exam- 
ple. Ben-Gurion Airport needs a 


le J' s building abroad. Where last fiv e years, the enterprise 6 has 
an road . The advanced countries laken on a new role. Hitherto it 
are currently recession-prone — worked for others, now it works for 
particularly in this line of business, ' tse ^- "We buy land, build on it and 
having completed their restoration scl1 ‘he end-product. We have un- 
work after World War II. The Mid- der construction at this moment 

?l,^li 01 L p0 r" ar,! urbanizin 8 6 '°°° Most of them are our 
frantically, but Israel has no access Property, we offer them on the 
to their construction sites. What is market." They used to be a con- 
ieii is: the non-Arab Third World, trading company and nothing else 
se ® ms precious little, but now they are a housing and 
i ilrn'f w , as not discouraged, development company as well. 

, . turnover was S3- , “ w 5 go on creating hotels, but 

3m.. m 1980 almost fifteen times as f his time as part-owners. We plan 
much, or $468m. The company by industrial zones, construct the fac- 
now employs more workers ‘ory premises — for leasing. Allthis 
overseas than it does at home. needs techniques of financial 
At first glance this export in- management, techniques of 
mauve does not seem to serve the marketing — things we never had to 
company s main purpose. It earns bother with before " 
foreign currency, which is a good The advantage of the new role Is 

P“I'f: v in ils 0lv . n ri * hi; I' llMl Sold Boneh is heller placed lo 

keeps the whole enterprise in the get the routine contracts Tor 
black, which if meritorious loo. Ac- building work, on which it depends 
cording to Shilo, the export market if it is to keep the labour force 
(or his company's building services employed. It initiates projects it is 
is proving more profitable than the an associate in rnmkina. .I... -1 



Ehud Shilo 


(Keren) 


new big terminal ready for the 
1990s. Construction may well be 
delayed interminably, given that the 


planning, financial and owning, as 
well as constructing. 

The time has come to turn its 
gaze in another direction, towards 
horizontal diversification, “We arc 
not limited to the construction 
process. The know-how we possess 
equips us to tackle, at least as begin- 
ners, certain industries which can 
be seen as kindred to our own oc- 
cupation. 

"We quarry for building materials 
why should we not quarry for 
minerals? Our subsidiary, Herouth 
employs 3,000 people in milking' 
electromechanical products needed 
in and around the house; boilers, 
plumbing installations, pipelines, 
air-conditioners, electric storage 
heaters. There is nothing to prevent 
them from taking a step forward 
into olher fields, like solar energy, 
ecology, the recycling of materials.’’ 

Here Is another example. The 
new power-station in Hadera is to 
be fed on coal, and the coal jetty is 
not yet complete. Solel Boneh has, 
believe it or not, a small shipyard in 
Haifa called Solmar. it has 
produced from this shipyard a brace 
or floating cranes which unload coal 
from bulk-cargo vessels onto 
barges. 

Then recently, the following sm- 
all news items appeared in the 
American publication, Coal Week 


bu.lB.ng work, on »hlchjl depends gwernmenl is chronically short of 


budget. 

But why should the government 


by the company authorities: 

- - . s largest construction 


is proving more profitable than the on associate in combines" that rive hniin n u - , - 

~z&3r#s*t aSH* £S*SS5S 

partnership with other business in. 8 * J^ atlons ln thc u s - or in 


B ut it does not create jobs Tor the centre, replete with apartments, is 
Israeli work force, to replace those going up in the heart of Haifa. Solel 
dwindling local orders. The Boneh is the builder. It also hap- 
loremgn- earned turnover in its en- pens to be a fifty-fifty partner in the 
1 1 rely — equal to the turnover at venture with thc Fcderman group 
home -was secured by 850 Israelis They have started to offer 

only (excluding the foreign labour), turnkey projects. That means plan- 
oul or an employed staff in Solel ning and constructing an enibe 
Boneh twenty limes as great. power-station, factory or oil 
If the aim is job creation, the refinery, for delivery complete 
place to do il is plainly inside Israel, equipped and ready to operate ' 
The company is not blind to this ex- Disciplines other than civil 

fgency, but claims that the export engineering are involved A bis 
business helps it to achieve the ob- medical centre is going up in Quito 


terminal for Israel. It will form a 
partnership with other business in- 
terests, and the group will retain 
ownership. The government as well 
as other users of the various 
facilities can pay them rent. 

These bold innovations still do 
not exhaust the welter of ideas con- 
jured up at the company's Allenby 


Latin America. 

com P a ny also Is considering 

&r pcration with ° ihe * 

Israeli companies to obtain minina 
for cobnUT 1 t! f C 8rowing *mand 

Z warld!" I,rfl * a,d 0 ‘ her » irt - of 

Sdei eonch is not letting the 


Street headquarters. The process of Bras* nrruu T •••- 

diversification described so far is es- could be doubts ^ feC u Bu ! * hcre 
sent, ally vertical. Sold Boneh has the«LigfL r r i^ y 

taken on a greater share of the nice to set 25 (So r™ - 08, 11 18 vory 
building operaiion - lnv„ lme m , homes .„d 
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;} railvvay stations and water da m . in 
developing countries. What do« 
Israel get out of it? 

Shilo says it is the same that El A] 
and Zim and the diamond industry 
and other low-added-value export 
undertakings contribute to th E 
(rational exchequer. El A1 carries 
foreign travellers between foreign 
airports in foreign-built planes 
powered by foreign-purchased fuel. 

"During the years 1975-1980 we 
converted SI30m. into I Srae |! 
money. In 1980 alone conversions 
were S40m., out of a turnover of 
5450m. — and that does not include 
wages paid out to Israelis or money 
re -invested in our operation, 
overseas." 

He calculates the total added 
value at around 15 per cent. Thii 
I figure takes into account the growtfi 
in the complexity of the venture 
undertaken. A turnkey project «• 
quiring engineering knowledge d 
technical equipment, which lwi 
would supply in part, must bring is 
more than plain construction jobi 
The financial return is a respec- 
table one, not only as a proportion 
of turnover, but as a proportion d 
the resources invested. Net foreign 
currency accumulated last year 
must have been close lo $70m., an 
inflow generated, as we have Ken, 
by no more than 850 Israelis, or 5 
per cent of Solel Boneh’s labour 
force. 

Expectations for 198! are as fol- 
lows. Domestic income will be 
down by 1 per cent to IS7,2b. fA 5 
per cent rise in building work is off- 
set by an 11 per cent drop in road 
construction.) 

Foreign income will be up by 
as one-quarter to $550m. So total dim- 
over will increase by 12 per cent to 
its IS 14b. 

ds This, like many balance-shed 
re figures in these inflationary times, 

in gives an optimistic version of real 
as growth. If we base our calculation 
n- not on the foreign turnover, but on 
in the added value only of the foreign 
c- operation, then the growth of Solel 
Boneh’s total activities is only 3or4 
als per cent. 

for Thc export side is, however, ex- 

th, panding faster than the domestic 
ng side. Five years from now Sole! 
ed Boneh’s work abroad will be twice 
rs, as substantial ns its work in Israel. 

ss, Not lliut the local operations are 
gc billed to contract, but growth is 
;nt likely to be almost entirely in the 
ird overseas branch, 
jy. Sold Boneh will in all probability 
i." not increase its employment of 
he Israelis appreciably, but il will in- 
to crease ils contribution of foreign 
is currency to Israel's export earnings- 

as, If the truth be said, that develop- 
in mem is not out of line with Israel’* 
as present-day needs, 
ce Much has happened in Solel 
ial Boneh during the last decade. In 
to 1970 it could still be depicted as* 
rough-and-ready -building outfit 
m- The characteristic figure at th* 1 
he time would be a veteran Yiddish- 
'ek speaking foreman in Zalman shorts, 
ed doing his sums with a pencil stub# 
a packet of Ascot cigarettes. 

°n The scene in 1980 is altogether 
tto more sophisticated. We face e 
al- predominantly international con- 
in cern. The typical Solel Boneh 
representative nowadays is 8 
ng briefcase-carrying, multilingM 1 
ler graduate in business administration, 
ng boarding an intercontinental jet fot 
nd distant parts. 

of Less earthy, less homely, less true 
to the original labour-Zbnist vision 
•he ■— but more in keeping with the 
sre spirit of the times, 
of 

spr (This is the first cf a series of ard- 
ild cles on productive enterprises in the 
ind public sector. ) 
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D FINANCE 


Biofeedback monitors help 
treat muscle ailments 


By GALINA VROMEN 
Post Economic Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — A young company, 
Atlas Researches, has developed a 
line of equipment that it claims can 
help patients overcome a wide 
range of muscle-related illnesses, 
from migraine headaches to the 
after-effects of a stroke. 

The Allas devices are biofeed- 
back monitors that provide a 
patient with information on his 
body and, il is said, allow him to 
control his responses. 

"Most of our instruments are 
used by behaviorists or by physical 
therapists ns part of a total program- 
me, "said founder and company 
president Dan Allas in a recent in- 
terview. The instruments are used in 
the treatment of insomnin, tension, 
headaches, epilepsy, in prepared 
child-birth training and speech 
therapy and by patients who must 
relearn to use their muscles after an 
operation. 

"Relaxation or its opposite, mus- 
cle control, is thc underlying princi- 
ple; but in standard relaxation exer- 
cises you don't know if you're doing 
something right," Atlas explained. 

The electronic monitors give the 
patient an indication of his progress 
with an audio tone or with an easy- 
to-read meter. 




Using sensors on the skin surface, 
the instruments monitor the 
autonomous or involuntary nervous 
system. They teach users to become 
so aware of their body that they can 
achieve partial control of certain 
autonomous functions, such as body 
heat or blood pressure, Atlas 
claims. 

The company, established in 
1977, so far has had a turnover of 
only about $50,000 a year because 
most of its efforts have been 
directed towards research and 
development, Alias said. 

But now. with recent U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration approval 
of ils instruments. Atlas is launching 
an export campaign lo top $lm. in 
sales by next yenr. 

The company lias signed an 
agreement with Farrell Instruments 
of Nebraska, to combine distribu- 
tion of their products. With funds 
from the Binational Industrial 
Research and Development Foun- 
dation, (he two companies arc joint- 
ly developing an instrument for 
hospital treatment of severely 
wounded or burned patients. Thc 
device is intended lo help doctors 
monitor the healing of skin layers 
with sensors and uvoid repeatedly 
removing bandages to inspect the 
wound. 
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New five-shekel coin to make debut 


A five-shekel copper coin went 
into circulation last week, 
and will replace the five-shekel 
note bearing the likeness or Chaim 
Wcizmann. The coin will be the first 
one to have the name of the cur- 
rency ("sheqalim") appearing in 
Latin characters. 

Using the coin will save money, 
since it costs 75 agorot to print 
the note and only 30 agorot for 
the coin. The note lasts about six 
months, while the coin can last 20 


years — unless inflation makes il 
obsolete. 

The face of the coin shows twin 
horns of plenty bound together, a 
stylized version of a motif that ap- 
peared on Jewish coins during the 
reign of John Hyrcanus 1 in 128 
BCE. The obverse shows the 
denomination, five shekels, printed 
between two stars, a motif copied 
from coins minted during the reign 
of Alexander Yannai, in 103-76 
BCE. 



The Luz parabolic solar heating unit for generating steam. 

Solar energy moves into heavy industry 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The Jerusalem firm Luz Inter- 
national was last week awarded h 
$ 700,000 conditional loan by the 
energy ministry to introduce solar 
energy into Israeli heavy industry. 

Luz is installing a "field" of 
microprocessor-controlled para- 
bolic solar collectors in the 
Tapud potato-processing plant at 
Sha'ar Hanegev. The equipment is 
due to start generating steam at the 
end of November. 

Tapud is to pay for the energy on 
a sliding scale at a constant 10 per 
cent less than the price of oil. Thc 


manufacturing and installation erf 
the conventional, but highly refined 
solar technology is also being 
financed by a further S700.000 of 
matching funds from the U.S., 
raised as private equity capital. 

Luz is also negotiating with the 
energy ministry's chief scientist. 
Prof. Haim Elata, fora further con- 
ditional loan — which has to be 
repaid only if the company is 
profitable — to finance another 
solar steam generator at the Gibor 
textile plant in Kfar Sava. This is 
scheduled lo start operating next 
April. 

To finance its research and 


development, the Luz company has 
already received $450,000 from the 
ministry of industry and trade and 
another $700,000 from the U.S.- 
Israel Binational Research and 
Development Foundation, in addi- 
tion to $4m. of private equity 
capital. 

Last month, Luz signed Us first 
three overseas contracts, worth 
SlOm., lo supply steam to three U.S. 
textile firms. Company engineering 
vice-president Dov Jacobs said the 
company is now negotiating a 
further contract worth S2m. to $3m. 
with a California oil drilling com- 
pany. 


Eiron income up | Fewer tourists this summer 


Post Finance Reporter 

Elrun Electronic industries, 
whose shares are traded on the Tel 
Aviv Sinek Exchange and on the 
' u'.ei -ihc '.uiiiiici 1 market in the 
U.S., announces t hat for the three 
months ending June 30. 1981, net in- 
come after taxes on an equity basis, 
increased to $1,500,000, or $0.21 a 
share. 

This reflects a rise from $92,308, 
or 50.03 a share, over the com- 
parable period a year ago, based on 
the weighted number of shares out- 
standing. 

The' company stated that the in- 
crease in net income resulted 
primarily from the increased 
profitability of the company's af- 
filiate Elscmt, and especially from 
revenues received from last 
March's sale of the company's con- 
vertible redeemable preferred 
shares and a capital gains of 
$851,194 from the sale of 52,100 
shares of Elscint. Prior to the 9ale, 
Eiron held 2,523,838 Elscint shares. 


TEL, AVIV STOCK EXCHANGE 

Prices supplied by Leumf Securities Corp„ 18 East 48th St., New York, N.Y. 10017- 

Telephone toll free 800-221-4838 
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By HAIM SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A growing crisis in t he country’s 
tourism industry, with fexsci visitor*, 
during rtliut ahuulii luxe been the 
peak summer months, was revealed 
in figures released by the Central 
Bureau of Statistics Iom week. 

According to the figures, there 
were 1 1 0, 700 incoming visitors in 
August, os compared with 118,500 
during the same month last year, a 
drop of 7 per cent. In July there 
were 7 per cent Tewer tourists than 
in July 1980. The June figures 
showed a 9 per cent drop. 

The figures are the first sign of a 
reversal of a steady increase in the 
number of visitors since the Yom 
Kippur War. 

Along with the decline in visitors, 
hoteliers have been noting a drop 
not only in occupancy, but also in 
reservations, over the past few 
months. Initially this was fell in two- 
star and three-star hotels, but 
recently luxury hotels have also 
been concerned about the drop. 

According to Zvi RLmon, the 
newly appointed media adviser of 
Tourism Minister Avraham Sharir, 
the decline was both in visitors from 
the U.S. and from Europe. Sources 
in the tourism industry noted that 
the slump could in part be linked Lo 
political factors, including Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin's clash 
with German Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt, the Lebanese missile 
crisis, thc bombing of the Iraqi 
nuclear reactor and of Beirut, and 
the PLO shelling of the north here. 

Any one of these, the sources 
suid, would be enough to make 
many tourists put off, if not cancel, 
a visit to Israel this summer. 

But the sources also noted that 
the devaluation of European cur- 
rencies vis-ft-vis thc dollar has made 
Israel more expensive. Americans 
are suffering from their own money 
problems in the form of inflation. 

In an attempt to meet the crisis; 
Sharir has called a meeting of all 


branches of the industry, including 
local, foreign and charier airlines, 
hole Imen. agents, guides, tran- 
sporters and puMicilx personnel. t<> 
1 >.» hi a luurixm adviii>rx council 
Such a body has long been 
demanded hy ninny of those in the 
industry. 

Also, the ministry intend* to 
promote the establishment ot u 
scries of volunteer clubs ui the L S . 
to be known as thc "Joshua Ambas- 
sadors," whose sole purpose it xxill 
be to encourage tourism to Israel on 
the part of Jews and non-Jews. 
Michal Yudelman writes: 

Tel Aviv's municipality- 
sponsored tourism association has 
launched a campaign to promote 
winter tourism in the city, including 
price reductions for tourists and the 
development of various attractions. 

The campaign will run from 
November 15 to the end of 
February and is organized with the 
active participation of the city's 
hotels and travel agents. The 
Christmas season — from 
December 20 to January 10 — will 
not be included in the campaign. 

During the campaign tourists will 
receive discounts in Tel Aviv hotels, 
museums, restaurants, the 
Dolphinarium, two popular 
nightclubs and olher sites, and 
shops in Dizengoff Centre will give 
tourists reductions of 10 to 25 per 
cent. 
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THE ARTS 


A light from the North 


TALKING TG HJr ' “ Uri ToepUta, 
ihe musical director of the Haifa 
Symphony Orchestra, I get the 
impression that at last there is a 
professional at the helm. He has un- 
dertaken long-term planning for the 
improvement and development of 
the HSO. 

Although the HSO considers the 
north of the country its base, during 
the last season it has performed in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, and also in 
Hadera, Yagur, and ail the way 
down to Eilat. On Independence 
Day, the HSO gave a concert at 
Metulla, near the Good Fence. In 
the quiet summer season, some 
members of the orchestra gave a 
series of six concerts of chamber 
music at the Knights' Hall of the 
Crusader fortress. 

During the 1980-81 season, a 
number of guest conductors, most 
of them young Israelis, appeared 
with the orchestra. The aim was to 
select from them a principal con- 
ductor for the HSO. The choice fell 
on Lior Shambadal, who will con- 
duct, five or the ten subscription 
sefiep this ypar. < 

Israel Edelson and Doron 
Salomon will have one series each: 
the other five have been assigned to 
guest-conductors Lothar Zagrosek 
(Germany) and Christoph Escher 
(Switzerland); and to a replacement 
for Yonn Etilinger, who died sud- 
denly a few months ago. 

Israeli soloists include: Han 
Rechtman in Rachmaninov's Se- 
cond Concerto; Robin Weisel- 
Capsouto in Bach's Ctintiita No. 51; 
and Sarah Fuxon-Haymnn in 
Stravinsky's "Capriccio." The 
Orchestra Leader, Robert Canetli, 
wiH perform P ro^Jiey'a., Second . 
v iolln Concerto. Guests" from 
abroad include Christian Blackshaw 
— who. made a great stir at the last 


MUSIC & MUSICIANS/Y ohanan Boehm 


Rubinstein Piano Master Competi- 
tion — with Mozart's Concerto in D 
Minor (K.466), and David Galob in 
the Concertorin C Major (K.467- — 

Elvira Madigan"!). Markus 
Stocker, from Switzerland, will play 
the Cello Concerto by Schumann, 
and violin concert! will be per-; 
formed by Peter Zazovsky, USA 
(Tchaikovsky or Beethoven) and 
Sylvia Marc ovici (Glazounov). 

The new principal conductor, 
Lior Shambadal, was bbm In Tel 
Aviv in 1950. He studied here, and 
was a member of the Band of the 
Israel Defence Forces- (for two 
years he was its assistant conductor.) 
Then he studied conducting at Salz- 
burg, Vienna and Siena amongst 
other places, with such masters as 
Swarowsky, Ferrara, Oiulini and 
Celibidache. He won the Orchestra 
Prize at the Malko Competition in 
Copenhagen tn 1976, and two years 
later second prize at the Vittorio 
Gui Competition in Florence. He 
divides his time now between 
Florence, Munich and the 
Orchestre de Suisse Romande. He 
has already appeared as conductor 
with the IPO in 1979. 

The choice of a young Israeli to 
lead one of our orchestras should be 
warmly welcomed. 

THE HARP world in general, and 
its Israeli branch in particular, are 
saddened by the sudden death of 
Pearl Chertok. the President of the 
American Harp Societf. and a great 
friend of Israel. Pearl was a member 
of the jury in all the International 
Harp Contests In Israel since 1970; 
her husbund Abruham Elkon, was 
honorary vice-chairman. She com- 
missioned the Israeli composers, 


Sergiu Nattra, Noam Sheriff and Zvi 
Avni to write pieces for harp and 
string quartet, which She performed' 
here or abroad. 

She will he very much missed by 
all lovers of the harp in Israel. 
OUR MUSICIANS roam the world 
representing Israel in ways that are 
largely unpublicized, as they do not 
touch on politics or other carih- 
shaking endeavours. Among them 
the only' woman conductor liv- 
ing in Israel, Dalia Atlas, continues 
her frequent overseas visits. Like 
new compositions — performed 
once but rarely repeated — visiting 
conductors (and artists) anywhere 
receive repeat invitations only if 
they are really successful. Atlas is 
just now in Australia, on her third 
trip in three years. Seven concerts, 
starting in Sydney and ending in 
Perth, with seven entirely different 
programmes, are on her schedule! 

Israeli authorities, please note: of 
17 works, four are by Australian 
composers. The rest of her reper- 
toire ranges from Schumann, 
Nicolai, Verdi, Wagner, Brahms 
and Tchaikovsky to Luciano Berio, 
whose Sinfonia, with the New 
Swingle Singers, she is giving its 
Australian premiere. 

In January, she goes to Portland, 
Oregon and in February, to Brus- 
sels. In March she will conduct the 
Israel Philharmonic, in May, the 
Jerusalem Symphony, and in June 
she will probably conduct the Royal 
Philharmonic in London. Quite a 
busy schedule for the lecturer at the 
Haifa Technion and conductor of 
its students' orchestra and choir, 
besides being a wife and mother to 
three children. 


Naomi Shemer’s new voice 


NAOMI SHEMER’S new album, 
Suomi Shemer Sings Her Ow Works 
was released early last week by 
CBS. The record includes several of 
her latest songs, among them AlKol 
Eieh, Anashim To vim, and Ein Davor, 
but her voice has a new quality, the 
result of a year’s training with Paula 
Garburg. 

I discovered Garburg, who lives 
in Tel Aviv, a long time ago." ex- 
plained Shemer. "She immigrated 
from Germany years back, but 
while she's technically an old 
woman, she still looks fantastic. She 
has invented a system of gymnastics 
that relieves everything from’ 
asthma to lumbago — and as a by- 
product, improves the voice. 

“I started going to Garburg this 
year because. 1 was in such bad 
physical shape, so weak. To my sur- 
prise, I discovered that the pitch of 
my voice changed — it’s higher 
now, the tone has become more 
stable and I can sing for a much 
much longer time. Everyone says 
it's a great Improvement." 

In general, says Shemer, she has 
hud a very intensive year. When she 
finished recording the new album, 
she made a two-hour TV documen- 
tary with Amos Keinan. Conceived 
by Motti Kirschenbaum, it features 
Shemer and Keinan wandering 
around the country discussing, 
against a background of views and 
historical sites, "what Israel means 
to us in terms of people, and 
relationships." 

At (he moment Shemer, who has 
composed hundreds of songs in the 
last 27 years, (she herself can*! 


BETWEEN ACTS 
Joan Borsten 



Naomi Shemer... best known outside 
Israel for her “Jerusalem of Cold." 

count them) and is best known out- 
.side Israel for her classic- 
Jerusalem of Gold," is preparing' 
her third collection for publication. 
This one will differ from the 
previous two, in that she is including 
not only the songs for which she has 
written both words and music, but 
also those she has composed for 
poems by Rachel and otners. 

"In my field, you can be active 
for as long as you want," she said. 
"It’s not a horse race, and as long as 
you do your own thing honestly and 
don’t repeat yourself, you can do 
well. Some years I wrole only two or 
three songs. This year 1 understood 
that it was important for me to work 
regularly, so 1 produced a dozen. 

In a quick review of the develop- 
ment of ’ishaeli" music in the past 
five decades, Shemer recalls that in 
the pre-electronics age the country 
sang much more than it does now. 


An occasional column to give an idea of what is hap- 
pening on the Israel stage and concert hall. The list is not 
complete. The number of performaces of plays at given 
venues varies. 

Stage and concert hall 

' Other Towns 

THEATRE ACCIDENTAL death OF i* \ 

_ ANARCHIST — By Italian Writer, Dlrto A, ' 

About the murder by the police or Oui«„S 
AD programme* are to Hebrew unties otherwtee “ ®narchlit arrested on nispidm rf 

etnted. performing an act of terror but cleared of mint 

posihumomly. Hablmah production. lEihS 
Jerusalem Regional Council.) 1 


AD programmes ire to Hebrew unieii other wiee 
stated. 

Jerusalem 

THE. WARS OF THE JEWS — Story of the 
. Destruction of the Second Temple (David's 
Citadel.) 

Tel Aviv area 

ADAM'S PURIM PARTY - Based on 
“Adam Resurrected" by Yorara Kaniuk. 
Directed by Nola Chilton. (Neve Zedek 
Theatre Centro.) 

BATTERED WOMEN — Presented by the 
Theatre Oroup. Directed by Nola Chilton. 
Movement by Danlclla Michaell. (Neve 
Zedek Theatre Centre.) 

CARLOS — Written and produced by Ran 
Edlist. (Mo’adon Haslmta.) 

DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE - By- 
Robert Louis Stevenson. One-man show in 
English with Edward Denti. (Tzavta.) 

I THE FALL — By Camus. Translated and 
| adapted by and starring Niko Nitai. (Beit 
Hoven.) 

GOALS — (Habimah Small Hall.) 

GOOD. GIRLS — Open stage production 
about women. (Tzavta.) 



"Nowadays we listen to music 
more than we sing it, but I’m very 
pleased with what I hear. 1 love the 
abundance of songs. I think our 
young writers have a lot of imagina- 
tion — Yehudit Ravitz, Arik Sinai,- 
Gary' Eckstein, Dani Sanderson. 
And I think what Arik Einstein has 
done with Sasha Argov this year is 
excellent. 

"Clearly, music is still our natural 
means of expression, and I don’t 
think we have to be worried about 
what kind of "style” Israeli music is 
developing. We should continue to 
be spontaneous, and whatever hap- 
pens will happen." 

ASTOR PIAZZOLL A, who 
revolutionized Argentinian music 
with his playing of and compositions 
for the batidoneon.^n accordion- 
like instrument, is iq Israel with his 
..two groups, the Buenos Aires Octet 
and the String Orchestra. They have 
introduced the world to a new Latin 
sound, the "tango song," and Piaz- 
zolla’s "Libertango," recorded by 
Grace J ones, is at the top of the cur- j 
rent hit parade in several countries. 

UNDER THE auspices of the British 
Council and the Lilach Theatre, 
Edward Dentith is coming here this 1 
week for 10 performances of his 
adaptation of the Stevenson classic 
which he calls The Strange Incident 
of Dr. Jekyil and Mr. Hyde . Dentith 
has been seen here in the TV series 
War and Peace and Lily Langtry, and 
in the movie Sea Waff. He will ap- 
pear in the three major cities and in 1 
Rehovot, Kfur Sava and Herzliya. □ 


ATTRITION — (Maliuba, Monday; YiTsi 
Tuesday and Wednesday; Klryat Shmm 
Snlr, Thursday) 


OPERA 


ISRAEL NATIONAL OPERA — (Tel Avji, 
I Allenby St.) Stage directors: Abraham Nis 
Zvi Fefer, Rio Novello. Conductors: Ab 
ander Tarski, Itzhak Steiner, Arieh Levsnoa 
Chorus conductor: Dr. H. Pinkus 

lA TRAVIATA — (Tel Aviv Saturday) 

HANSEL AND GRETEL - (Tel Aviv, Sir- 
day ) 

TALES OF HOFFMANN - (Hilfi 
Auditorium Monday) 

LA BOHEME — (Tel Aviv, Wednesday) 


MUSIC 


Director Nola Chilton 

GROS CALIN — Emile Ajar's play about the 
individual's alienation. In a consumer society. 
Translated and adapted by and starring Niko 
Nitai. (Beil Hoven.) 


KORCZAK — Tamara Karrcn's monodrama 
starring Jan Biczycki, presented by the Polish 
Theatre of London. In Polish. Holon. Ynd 
Lebanon.) 


LIKE A BULLET IN THE HEAD — 
Monodrama by Miriam Keini, with lion Dar. 
(Tzavta.) 

MAGIC AFTERNOON - By Wolfgang 
Bauer. Four young people live in a social and 
cultural vacuum without any real Identity. 
They destroy themselves through thetr failure 
to benefit from their independence. (Tzavta.) 

MEDEA — (Habimah. Small Hall.) 

BATHING — By Reuven Dayan, 
with Yossi Segal, Reuven Dayan and Shlomo 
Finkelsteln. (Petah Tlkva, Beit Hanoar.) 

PHILOMENA — (Habimah, Large Halt.) 

RED BIRD - Written and designed by Irll 
Bluzer Performance dealing, with feminine 
rituals (T.A. Museum.) 

SOLDIERS WENT TO WAR - by Hlllel 
Miltelpunkt. The story of five soldiers who 
capture a PLO terrorist only later to discover 
that they themselves an surrounded by a 
gToup of terrorists. (Tzavta.) 


ATT RITION - Comedy by Benny Hadar 
about the W aT of Attrition In an Israeli 

Th°eatr h e°) d b> ^ SuM CtMl - < Munlci P“i 

BATTERED WOMEN - Presented by the 
Theatre Oroup. Directed by Nola Chilton. 
Movement by Danielle Mlchaeii. (Tzavta.) 
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1 Jerusalem 

Till msiom op IMF H ( IT - Id* 
a Seyvv . pwiu\ Ktiisctt L «>hcn. Ituie. Wuik-fc 
Telemann. \ n.iMi. Bach. Detasv 

I .lure :in>! Mthi-rt t f/.ivi.i. lx King (nurfe. 
Saturday at ll.OOn.m.l 

HARPSICHORD ORGAN CONCERT - 
uiili Heidi Kunimercll (Germany) and Eb 
Freud W.irks hy Bnch. Krebs, and Italian 
musters (Belgium House. Hebrew University, 
Givui Rum.) 

TERRACE CONCERT - The Nciaaya 
Orchestra in "In my Father's House." 
Trad Hi, iiu I Sephardi. Yiddi.sh and Israeli 
music. (Israel Museum. Tuesday at 5.00p.m.) 

JERUSALEM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
— George Mulcohn. conductor: George 
Malcolm, keyboard; Nina G. Flyer, cello. 
Works hy Uuch. Handel ond Vivaldi 
(Jerusalem Theatre, Wednesday tfnd Thun- 
dny> 

Ie PIANO RECITAL — with Heidi Kommerell. 

Works hy Schumann. (Church of the 
0 Redeemer, Old City, Thu rsduy at 8.00 p.m) 

Tol Aviv area 

TEA CONCERT - Yehiam Peled. flute; Jean 
l * Kaufman, oboe; Shmuul Ahiezcr. clarinet; 

'*! Nngn Ciefen. bassoon; Yakov Kllng. horn. 
ld Works hy Mozart, Ihcrl, Debussy, Arieh 
Levan on. Mussorgsky and others, (Bell 
Hoven. O.t UI/cngofT, Saturday Rl 11.00 p.m.) 

CHAM It FK I'HIO - Uri Shohum. Huie; 
r - David Chen, violin : I launch (ircenfeld, piano. 
Works by Bach and Beethoven. (Henllyt, 
Sharon lintel, Salurdoy ut 6.00 p.m.) 

RECITAL — Avner Blron, flute and recorder; 
y Ninu Snbelnum. piano. Works by Telemsnn, 
r j Prokofiev, Loeillet, Bach, Fokoshlms, 

. Reichert and Godard. (Rehovot, Wi* 

Auditorium, Saturday) 

THE CLASSICAL LANE - Guitar and flute 
pieces. (Mo'udon Haslmta, 8 Simtal Mu* i 
n Daglm, Old Jaffa, Monday b! 10.00 p.m.)' j 

10 PIANO RECITAL - Rami Bar-Nlv, plana } 
W'orks by Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin *n» 
Bar-Nlv. (Ramet Hasharon. Yuva), 37 U* 
sishkin, Tuesday at 8.00 p.m.) 

■Il FLUTE AND PIANO TRIO - Sharons Tri- 
te Oren. (lute; Sara Fuxan Hayman, piano; Bart 
Berman, piano. Works by Debussy, Vaughan 
Williams, Ravel and Bizet. Ram*' 
el Hasharon, Yuval, Wednesday at 8.00 p.m.) 

i? ISRAEL CHAMBER ORCHESTRA - Uri 
a Segal conductor. Works by Bich, Webem ana 
Haydn. (T.A. Museum, Wednesday ana 
Thursday) 

Haifa 

„ HARPSICHORD-ORGAN CONCERT - 
E l| (Haifa Auditorium, T uesday) 

IH ' Other Towns 

BEERSHEBA SINFONIETTA - Open con-, 
cert conducted by Mendi Roden. Works P7- 
he RossInL Brahms, Sousa, Leroy Anderson, 
in. Weber, Strauss and Dvorak, (Nellvot, K«ar . 
Sapir, Sunday at 7.30 p.m.) ...-vi 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER II, 1981 

The summit and its sums 

PREMIER Begin's latest White House rendezvous — his first with 
President Reagan — is ended. Mr. Reagan's Washington plainly 
went out of its way to make Mr. Begin and his team of senior 
ministers feel welcome. The president's professions of friendship and 
alliance, his sensitive and well-chosen public remarks, warmed not 
only Mr. Begin's heart, but the hearts of almost all of his countrymen 
back home. 

It was refreshing to be able to bask in the rays of American 
presidential reassurances, without each one of them being im- 
mediately “balanced" by urgent exhortations and thinly-veiled war- 
nings. 

Yet it would be unwise just to sit back and bask. The president's 
supportive proclamations, and Mr. Begin's responding rhetoric, were 
not the sum of the summit — and are certainly not the sum of the 
still-evolving relationship between the Reagan administration and 
Israel. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Begin's own glowing summations are not a 
credible yardstick by which to measure the success of the meeting. 
Like the boy who cried wolf too often, Mr. Begin has dubbed every 
one of his Washington visits a resounding success, replete with 
historic achievements. He will have to work doubly hard this time, 
therefore, to persuade the public that the "strategic cooperation,” 
which has been the much-vaunted major outcome of this summit, is 
indeed a major watershed in U.S.-Israel relations. 

In fact, as Mr. Begin himself indicated at his press conference 
yesterday, the fieshing-out of this “strategic cooperation" agreement 
still lies ahead. There are to be more talks between the two ministers 
of defence, and subsequently, no doubt, between military and civilian 
officials of the two countries. 

Hopefully, as that process continues the government will furnish 
the Israeli public with sufficient information on what it aspires to 
achieve in this "strategic cooperation" so that an intelligent and in- 
formed public debate can take place. In the past many thinking 
Israelis were chary of an over-close defence relationship with the 
U.S. (it wasn’t being offered, so the reservations were mainly 
hypothetical.) 

Now. of course, strategic realities in this region arc much changed, 
and still changing, and Israeli attitudes must change with them. But 
the people have a right to understand what is intended — by both 
governments — in order to be able to shape their attitudes. 

Does the "strategic cooperation," for instance, include an agreed 
approach to Ihe problem of Lebanon? Before the summit there were 
signs that Lebanon would be u key issue, but since the talks begun 
there has been virtual silence on that subject. 

If the details of the proposed "strategic cooperation" are still 
evolving, the positions of the American administration on the peace 
process seem to be in an even less crystallized state. Israel has won 
Washington's reluctant agreement to hold the talks here in the area, 
rather than in New York. 

But the U.S. has not yet enunciated its stand on the substantive 
issues. The Begin visit, in this respect, served as part or the input 
fuelling (he new administration's decision-making process. 

To give credit where it is due, the prime minister acquitted himself 
both honourably and effectively in his public appearances at the start 
and finish of the summit talks. Briefed not to over-indulge in pathos 
and sentimentality. Mr. Begin kept these rhetorical proclivities of his 
within reasonable bounds, while making his points cogently and 

elegantly. ... 

It was a pity, though, that an immaculate and statesmanlike public 
performance should have been tarnished by so awkward a gaffe as 
springing an invitation on the president to visit "Israel’s capital. 
Jerusalem." Such public invitations are invariably preceded by 
diplomatic feelers; this one was apparently ad-libbed and caused need- 
less embarrassment. . . ... „ . 

If that was the only untoward incident during the visit, Mr. Begin 
can rightly congratulate himself on a job well done. Whether it was 
or whether there were 'other more serious shadows, we will 
presumably learn in due course. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1981 

Must the people perspire? 

CERTAINLY we are loath to criticize the government while Prime 
Minister Begin is abroad. But there are limits to our and the public's 
patience. Yesterday again the weather in this country was 
abominable — just plain steaming hot. And today it is not expected 
to be much better. 

This is intolerable. Can the weather bureau simply be allowed logo 
on in this manner? 

The government, of course, will argue that we’ve had such hot 
weather before, under Labour rule. But the public has a short 
memory. The people believe — and who can blame them? — that the 
weather is "unseasonable," even “unprecedented" and most "unex- 
pected." It is not good enough for the weather bureau to remind us of 
past statistics. 

What is needed is reform. Perhaps the weather bureau should be 
shifted to another ministry. Or to a minister without portfolio. 

While the authorities have been derelict, we must also admit that 
the press has not done its part in trying to bring a change. Perhaps the 
troublesome media could demonstrate some sense of patriotism and 
cool further discomforting weather reports. 
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MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 7, 1981 

Bad parallels 


CAN THE PLO be — or should it be — a partner to pcucc negotia- 
tions? 

The question, disconcertingly, is under public debate again. The 
now conventional European view is that the PLO is such a partner, 
and that it should be so accepted by Israel. France's foreign minister, 
Claude Chcyssnn. again has enunciated this view both before and 
during his visit to Arab Middle East capitals lust week. 

Mr. Cheysson docs not. it is true, suggest that the PLO he 
rcc-igni/eil .it this time as the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. Suffice it. says Mr. Cheysson, if the organization 
were to take its place at the peace table as merely a legitimate 
representative of the Palestinians. 

Why the distinction? Because, explains the French foreign 
minister, the PLO. like Charles dc Gaulle's Free French during 
France's occupation by the German Nazis, is not in control of an ac- 
tual state machinery. Only when the Palestinians are granted the 
state to which they are entitled by right of self-determination, will 
Yasser Arafat be able to claim the sole representation of his people. 

The distortion of history implicit in the Cheysson thesis is spec- 
tacular. The idea touted there that the Palestinians were somehow 
deprived of established statehood by foreign Israeli occupiers is, to 
say the least, preposterous; and the analogy in effect drawn between 
the Israelis and the Nazis, and the PLO and the French resistance, is, 
to put it mildly, obscene. 

Nothing can justify such wilful distortion — not even, indeed 
especially not, Mr. Cheysson’s association with the resistance during 
World War II. Mr. Cheysson cannot possibly be ignorant of the fact 
that the whole thrust of PLO ideology, as embodied in its Covenant, is 
the destruction, through terror, of a recognized sovereignty, that of 
Israel. This is not Israeli propaganda: it Is fact. 

Would not everything change, however, it might be asked, if the 
PLO altered its spots, scrapped its Covenant and acknowledged 
Israel's own legitimate statehood? This question, interestingly, is not 
being raised by Mr. Cheysson (who may, together with Chancellor 
Bruno Kreisky, consider the Covenant an appropriate bargaining 
card in the hands of the "weaker party"). In fact, although it used to 
be derided in this country as an intellectual exercise in futility. It has 
been brought up often in Israel. 

The argument put forward is that Israel would be well advised to 
open up a dialogue with the PLO, though not necessarily with a view 
to the establishment of a Palestinian state. By refusing to talk to a 
metamorphosed PLO, Israel, it is argued, might lose all support by 
the international community, even in the U.S. 

The latest to make this suggestion was the former chief of staff, 
Mordechai Gur, now a Labour Parly MK, in a weekend radio inter- 
view. Needless to say, he was at once assailed by some in his own 
parly for supposedly offering grist to the Kreisky mill. 

There is indeed one obvious objection to what is essentially a 
revival of the famous "Yariv-Shemiov formula:" that it may under- 
mine Israel's rights under Resolution 242. which is silent on any 
rights possessed by the Palestinians. But the advantages of this 
resolution remain open only to those who are willing to contemplate 
the possibility of what is wrongly termed a territorial compromise, 
with Jordan. 

To reject the idea of such a compromise, as does the. present 
government, is not to secure all Eretz Yisrael west of the Jordan river 
for Israel in perpetuity: It is rather to promote the possibility that 
Israel, in the long run, may have no legitimate peaceful nvenue short 
of having to treat with the PLO. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 

State and 
religion 

THE ARCHEOLOGICAL dig at 
the City of David's Area G has now 
been resumed, following the High 
Court's injunction last Friday 
spiking Education Minister Zevulun 
Hammer’s suspension order. This 
need not cause Attorney-General. 
Yitzhak Zamir to discontinue work 
on his opinion on the overall legal 
situation regarding the dig, 
especially since the court has not 
spelled out its reasons for the ac- 
tion. 

Yet it is unlikely that Prof. 
Zamir's answer to Mr. Hammer's 
questions will not be affected by the 
observations which the judges had 
occasion to make in the course of 
the Friday hearing. 

In a nutshell, the view of the 
court seems to have been that a 
mere unfounded — not to say 
ignorant — allegation by the chief 
rabbis about the existence, impossi- 
ble on the face of It, of Jewish 
graves in some excavation site is not 
sufficient basis for suspending a 
valid licence to dig there. 

This opinion has relevance far 
beyond the narrow field of 
archeology itself. For what Chief 
Rabbi Shlomo Goren, with the 
mostly tacit support or his colleague 
Chief Rubbi Ovadia Yosef, did in 
the Area G dispute was to put 
forward a bid for a rabbinical 
takeover of any such area of 
national life as the chief rabbis may 
covet for themselves. 

Plainly the only way to meet this 
rabbinical thrust for power is head- 
on. Even some members of the 
government coalition have already 
come to this conclusion. The com- 
munications minister. Herut’s Mor- 
dechai Zipori, has suggested, and 
we agree, that "perhaps the lime 
has come for clear-cut legislation to 
set well-defined limits on the 
jurisdiction of the chief rabbis and 
the Chief Rabbinate." 

Clearly defining clerical jurisdic- 
tion does not entail a limitation on 
(he freedom of individual rabbis to 
preach their doctrines even in op- 
position to the expressed will of the 
Knesset. 

The Chief Rabbinate, however, is 
not an assembly of individual rabbis 
but in effect a stale organ that is it- 
self subject to state law. Any rabbi 
who feels constricted in such a role 
should promptly relieve himself of 
Us burden — or, better ye l, should 
never assume it. 

One thing is clear. If decisive 
steps are not taken to prevent the 
recurrence of Area G-type issues, in 
which the chief rabbi seeks to com- 
bine the functions, as has rightly 
been pointed out, of detective, ex- 
pert witness, prosecutor and judge, 
all without warrant, and all in an ef- 
fort to Impose his own will on civil 
authority — then the only recourse 
may lie in a complete separation of 
religion from the stale. 

In a poll conducted some 12 years 
ago, the country was split right 
down the middle on the advisability 
of such a reparation. By raising the 
spectre, however still distant, of 
Israel's Khomeinizatlon, Rabbi 
Goren (as Prof. Ellezer Schweid 
suggested on radio last Saturday) 
may have offered the proponents 
of separation their best argument 
ever. 
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Happy New Year 
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Sol Gift Certificates are available In denominations of $10, S18 
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offer, all you need do is to- fUl out and. detach the coupon below 
and send it via Air Mail directly to the main office of Super-Sol In 
Israel, along with a check In the amount Indicated. Super-Sol will 
do the rest — dispatch the Gift Certificate with your personal 
greetings and send you a confirmation of delivery. 

^ Don’t delay. Mail the coupon today so that your Gift Certificate 
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TO: SUPER-SOL LTD. 
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for Passover 
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and notify me of its delivery Enclosed please find a check lor 

this order in the amount of $ - 

($10, StB - Chai. $25. 360 or SICXU payable to Suror-Sd Ltd 
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b The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

I and the Sylvia and Aaron Scheinfeld Foundation 

Jr' are pleased to announce the establishment of 

THE SCHEINFELD CHAIR IN HUMAN BEHAVIOR GENETICS 

andtKa " r 

SCHEINFELD FUND FOR RESEARCH IN HUMAN BEHAVIOR GENETICS 

IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 
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Persons interested should communicate with the 

^ ecr8tary ' Hebrew University, Sherman Building, MounfScopue. 

All communications will be treated with the fullest discretion. 


readers' letters 

DOING BUSINESS ON SHABBAT 


Ply CrSeeTrovel 

* 420 MADISON AVE. N.Y., N Y. 1 00 1 7 355-5736 


IVE RECQ/M44END 

EL/IL. 

FOR PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD- 

CALL US, AND 
BE SURPRISED! 


Vo flit 1 Editor of The Jerutokm Post 

Sir, — I’m writing in response to 
M hat Yudelmnn’s article of 
August 21 about the “right” of the. 
Dolphinarium and the Drivestore to 
be open on Shabbnt. 

I consider myself to be an obser- 
vant Jew, and I do not believe in 
forcing my values nor my obser- 
vance of Shabbat on anyone else. IT 
a less observant Jew wishes to drive 
his car on Shabbat, 1 may not con- 
done it, but neither do I side with 
anti-Zionist fanatics who throw 
rocks at him. However, 1 don’t feel 
it is necessary for Jews to do 
business on Shabbat, in order to 
provide entertainment or more con- 
venient shopping hours for other 
Jews. 

The argument that Shabbat is the 
| only day when families can go to the 
Dolphinnrium together seems to me 
ridiculous. As far os I know, every 
employee in the state of Israel has a 
minimum of two weeks’ vacation 
annually, not to mention shorter 
working hours during Hoi Homoed. 
Thus, one can easily use a day of 
one’s vacation, or an afternoon of 
Hot H amoed to visit the 
Dolphinnrium. 

Concerning shopping, I work u 
40-hour week — and (here is 
enough time to shop in Jerusalem 


since many shops are open until? 
p.m. If one works from 8 to 3 0ne 
cun go shopping on the way hom. 
from work ; if one works a split sbifi 
there is time from 1.30 t 0 3 . 30 ^ 
the discount supermarkets are onen 
without a siesta break), or on Frida 
afternoons, or Saturday evenins 8 f. 
ter Shubbat. Thus, the contention of 
the Drivestore that it should be 
open on Shubbiu in order to accom- 
module the shopper who finds it djf. 
licull to shop ut more conventional 
hours appears exaggerated. 

What distresses me is that 
Jews feel ready to battle one 
another whenever uny religioujfo. 
agreement occurs and that « 
ridicule, or complain of religions 
harassment whenever obsenni 
Jews try to remind us of ourobli^ 
tion to follow the lenchings offc 
Torn. Many of us came to lien 
Israel when wc found that it vs>. 
possible to live a fully Jewish Ife- 
the Diasporu. Thus, to find Je«,r 
Israel looking for “legal loophotf 
in order to work or open a busiew 
on Shabbat seems contrary to th: 
4th Commandment. The iewuho, 
for his own material benefit, feelshc 
must legitimize his work onShabbt 
only widens the rift between himself 
and his fellow Jew. 

FRIEDA F.. ROSEAU 

Jerusalem. 


FREEDOM OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — The way the archeologists 
exploit the idea of “freedom of 
scientific research” smacks of a 
modern form of idolutry The basic 
freedom of scientific research is not 
endangered by .(foe halachic ruling 
made by Chief Rabbis Yosef and 
Goren, any more than was the basic 
freedom of the press endangered by 
the passage of the law prohibiting 
slander many years ago, or any- 
more than is the basic freedom of 
movement endangered by traffic 
regulations. 


“Freedom of scientific research" 
is not an absolute social value, even 
in this technological age. it is surel) 
not too much to expect that Jewish 
archeologists in Israel respect the 
rulings of the highest Jewish 
authorities no less than they resper 
those of, for example. Mode: 
authorities. I am sure that much 
could he added to our knowledge of 
our glorious past by archcologia 
digs on the Temple Mount, bui lets 
sec our archeologists buck the 
Wakf. 

Jcrusulcm. i'OEL LERNEK 


RESERVATION - 6 EOO 
TRAVEL f tOoO 
ISRAEL • ■ round Wp 

1 I . . • I." 

November, December, Jenuery 
S377 one way 
October, from Isreel. &68B 
Out of town — call Mr. Haim 
collect, person-to-person, evenings. 
7-8. Also open Sunday. 

Tel. (212) 384-7001. 


POLICEMAN, EXPERT, PROSECUTOR, JUDGE 

7b the -Editor of The Jerusalem Post Hc wcnl cvcn f urthcr; he weal 
Sir, Perhaps the most shocking out to the site, discovered 
ealure of Chief Rabbi Goren s in- "evidence” and presumed lo 
ervention in regard to the excava- evaluate it without giving the 
lions in the City of David Is the archeologists the opportunity lo a- 
procedure by which he carried out amine il in situ and present ** 
what are supposed lo be judicial views on its significance, 
functions. • Rabbi Goren has assumed all pofr 

By his own admission, he-inter- siblc roles in this case: that of the 
rogated witnesses, but did not dis- police in interrogating wltnetth 
close their identity lo thpse im- and looking for .evidence; that of 
mediately affected by his 'Verdict the expert witness on matters of 
and, consequently, did not- enable which he has no expert knowWl^ 
them to study the evidence and that of the prosecutor in prewollfll 
cross-examine the witnesses. the case for one side of the di*S«fc 

He based his findings on alleged and that of the judge, who M 
documents, but did not present down his supposedly, impartls}* 
them to the archeologists and the djel... . 1( ,.. t - 



To the -Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
. Sir, — Perhaps the most shocking 
feature of Chief Rabbi Goren’s in- 
tervention in regard to the excava- 
tions in the City of David Is the 
procedure by which he carried out 
what are supposed lo be judicial 
functions. 

By his own admission, he -inter- 
rogated witnesses, but did not dis- 
close their identity lo thpse im- 
mediately affected by his 'verdict 
and, consequently, did not enable 
them to study the evidence and 
cross-examine the witnesses. 

He based his findings on alleged 
documents, but did not present 
them to the archeologists and the 
-public for examination. ■ ■ : 

‘PEOPLE WHO 

To the Editor d The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Halacha decides that a site 
is a cemetery, even though there are 
no graves there. 

Halacha also decrees that people 
who are very much alive do not ex- 
ist. 

A young woman of- our acquain- 
tance came from the U.S. to Israel. 
She converted here to Judaism and 
married a local boy. Unfortunately, 
the marriage foundered and the 
couple were divorced. The court 
awarded th* custody of their only 
child to the mother, stipulating that 
the consent of the father is required 


Jerusalem, 


MI$HA 


DON'T EXIST’ 

whenever the mother wishes to I*** 
their child abroad. ' 

The mother has settled her* ^ 
good. This summer, she want 

to take the child to the U.S. oj* 

short visit to her parents^theenuo- 

grandparents. However the J ’ 
binieal court decreed in ^ ecl 5 ^ 
the young woman has no father 
mother, as her parents had not ® 1 
converted lo Judaism. A visit 
non-existent grandparents was . 
ground lo overcome the ® ,n 
refusal lo consent to the 

MICHAEL J. BERG® 

Jerusalem. 
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READERS' LETTERS 


THE ASHKENAZI ACHIEVEMENT 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I will not engage in 
polemics on the substance of Elie 
Eliachar’s article of August 25. As a 
Sephardi, I want to express a differ- 
ent opinion on the so-called 
Sephardi problem. 

If wc remember that Zionism was 
created by Ashkenazim and nur- 
tured by Ashkenazim until it finally 
culminated in the creation of the 
Slate of Israel by Ashkenazim, what 
is so unusual abbut seeing the 
Ashkenazim still at the helm of the 
State of Israel only 33 years after its 
creation? 

We tend to forget that if Israel is 
predominantly Sephardi today, it is 
thunks to the Ashkenazim who 
spared no effort to bring here all 
their brethren who lived in the Arab 
world. Should we, because wc are a 
majority, ask our Ashkenazi 
brethren to step aside and let us 
govern? The urt of governing hus a 


very small ingredient of 
demography. Besides, the 
Ashkenazim still constitute the 
majority of the world Jewish 
population. So we should not hc of- 
fended, if we arc still on the back 
bench. 

A man of Mr, Eliachar’s stature 
should exhort the Sephardim to sec 
in the Ashkenazim what they really 
arc: our flesh and blood, our own 
brothers with whom wc share one 
destiny. Although we have many 
rich traditions, it will not harm us if 
we add to them some of the ex- 
quisite Ashkenazi traditions. We 
should convince them to watch 
closer how the Ashkenazim cducutc 
their children. And wc should re- 
mind the muny intellectuals und 
powerful among the Sephardim, to 
icurii from (he Ashkcnuzim the art 
of helping the less fortunate of 
their communitv. 

Haifa. ' ROGER FORTE 



ANTHOLOGY OF HEBREW VERSE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I am writing of my dismay 
in reading S.T. Meravi'a review of 
The Penguin Book of Hebrew Verse, 
edited and translated by T. Carmi 
(August 7). The reviewer has a 
pathetic lack of understanding for 
what is surely a major literary event, 
a bilingual anthology representing 
an uninterrupted tradition in 
Hebrew poetry from biblical times 
to the present. 

I must say immediately that 1 
have some connection with Carmi’s 
own poetry, having worked with 
him in translating it into English. 

However, I have no relation to the 
Penguin anthology, indeed, I have 
read it, not as a Hebraist, but as an 
American poet astonished by the 
riches of the hook. I can srv that it 
is of the first importance to English 
and American readers, despite 
Meravi’s contention that “this col- 
lection is best appreciated by those 
capable of reading the verse in the 
original." It is compelling to others 
os well because of the translator's 
helpful introduction that illuminates 
essential characteristics of the 
poetry, his “Note on Medieval 
Hebrew Genres” and his inclusion 
of Benjamin HrushovskiV’Notc on 
the Systems of Hebrew Ver- 
sification." 

S.T. Meravi is not aware, ap- 
parently, that the format of the 
Penguin series calls for prose 
translations of the original poems. 

This time-hortoured genre does not 
at all mean “prosaic,” and Meravi’s 
charge that the verse has a “prosaic 
sameness” is dearly nonsense when 
one considers such marvellous ver- 
sions as Yehuda Halevi’s “The Ppet 
Imagines his Voyage,” Abraham ibn 
Ezra's “The Old Cloak,” Solomon 
ibn Goblrol's “Earth’s Embroidery” 
or Samuel Hanagid’s “HeaVen and 
Earth." These are typical of the 
many poems whose translations 
capture the accuracy of imagery, 
the power and the freshness of 
language that are found only In 
poems of the highest quality. 

Meravi writes: “A problem also 
. arises for the secular reader faced 
with so much religious verse,” ad- 
ding that “throughout the biblical 


Detail of a statue of Solomon ibn 
Gabirol by the American sculptor 
Reed Armstrong, cu\u-J m Malaga, 
Spain * * 

period and for the 10 centuries 
which followed, Hebrew poets 
wrote virtually nothing but religious 
verse." The "religious verse” 
Meravi refers to is poetry by the 
paytanim, whose range of subject 
matter is so enormous that it is not 
limited to doctrine. This is evident 
in poems by Yannai, in “The Death 
of Moses" sequence and in an 
anonymous “Rain Song,” among 
other selections. 

Meravi writes: “This situation... 
heretical as this may sound, is akS| 
to this Jew’s visit to the Vatican gal- 
leries, where I had to appreciate the 
technical achievements by all those 
Italian artists without partaking of 
the iconography.” Now, really. It is 
regrettable that Meravi .cannot 
forgive those Renaissance artists for 
their sacred motifs. Worse still, his 
dismissal of religious elements in 
poetry would banish Dante, Milton, 
Donne and Eliot from the canon. 

I doubt that those masters will 
sufTer from that kind of esthetic 
myopia, however, just as I doubt 
that Meravi’s cursory treatment of 
The Penguin Book of Hebrew Verse 
can influence the serious reader. 


THE SUPREME 
JEWISH DUTY 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
. Sir, — Mr. Abba Eban writes 
(August 30): "Does the assumption 
that a certain territory is part of a 
previous definition of Eretz Yisrael 
preclude a new Jewish generation 
From renouncing it in pursuit of the 
supreme Jewish duty of peace?" 

"Supreme Jewish duty of peace?" 
Surely the supreme Jewish duty is to 
preserve the Jewish people. 

Mr. Eban. and certain other 
public figures, have a fixation about 
“trading territory for peace.” Leav- 
ing aside the moral and historical 
wrong of relinquishing any part of 
Eretz Yisrael, the indications are 
that a smaller, truncated Israel 
would be an irresistible attraction 
for Arab aggression. 

Herzliya. BARBARA OBERMAN 

CONDITIONS IN 
ARGENTINA 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — An article on Argentinian 
Jewry” (August 30) caught my at- 
tention as 1 had just finished reading 
Jacobo Timerman's book. I was In- 
trigued by the report that “anti- 
Semitism is not a ‘major problem’ in 
Argentina today” (made by Gerard 
Daniel, the president of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism). 
The evidence Mr. Daniel produces 
— that Argentinian Jewish leaders 
“are not going around scared” — is 
precisely what Timerman, in his 
book, cites as the heart of the 
problem. 

If Mr. Daniel had reported that 
anti-Semitism was indeed a major 
problem in Argentina, but that the 
Jewish leadership was fighting back 
vigorously, he would have proven 
Timerman wrong. Or if he cited a 
significant decline in neo-Nazi and 
.anti-Semitic violence. But to merely 
point to the complacency of the 
local Jewish leadership hardly 
refutes Timerman's argument. In 
fact, the report confirms it. 

Ein Dor,. ERIC LEE 


Jerusalem. 


GRACE SCHVLMAN 


VISIT TO NURNBERG, AFTER 40 YEARS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I recently visited' my for- 
mer home town, Nurnberg, with the 
first group of former Jewish resi- 
dents invited by the town to renew 
contacts after 40 years or more. 

Ail participants were deeply im- 
pressed by the way in which the 
authorities and citizens overcame 


the barriers which had arisen during 
this time. The group was received 
with understanding of their 
problems and with genuine feeling. 
According to the mayor, the 
success of our visit will certainly 
lead to additional groups being in- 
vited. 

Bin Harod. CHAIM GEYARI 


Immigration in 
the eighties 

( Continued from page 15) 

scene, in the U.S., when immigrants 
become citizens they are invited to 
court where the judge formally 
welcomes them as new Americans 
and they are ceremoniously 
presented with their certificates of 
citizenship. In Israel, when a person 
becomes a new immigrant, he is told 
to go to the Ministry of Absorption 
where a clerk makes out his booklet 
of special reductions for immigrants 
— and the next person is called. 

This is his official reception as a 
new immigrant. The least that can 
be done is to create an occasion 
where new immigrants are publicly 
received by an Israeli personage, 
where they are presented with a for- 
mal Teudat Oleh. 

1 A little gesture like that can help 
give aliya the character ! of ~ 
"marriage." rather than an 
“engagement.” 

Does it sound contrived? 
Perhaps. But so is the ceremony of 
bar mitzva or a wedding; which is 
not a device but a symbol, because 
it reflects the fact that the occasion 
is of significance not alone to the 
family but to all of Klal Yisrael. 

We started by comparing aliya to 
a romance. Where there is love peo 
pie will leave a palatial home, kith 
and kin and embark on a new life 
whatever the problems involved. 

Such Ahavat Yisrael exists, but It 
has to be brought to life and nur- 
tured. This U the true challenge of 
aliya. 
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The Jerusalem Post 
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a tree in your name 


Tho Jerusalem Post is about to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
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